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ABSTRACT 

Duri ng the l ast three decades , there has been g rowi ng i nterest 

i n  the rel at i onsh i p  between human s and the i r  an i ma l  compan i ons . The 

major i ty of  research has  been undertaken i n  Great Bri ta i n and the 

Un i ted States . The present research adds to th i s  body of  

i n format i on through a survey of  compan i on an i ma l s i n  Chri stchurch , 

New Zeal and . 

The a i m  of  the study i s  to expl ore the rol e  o f  pets and the i r  

pos i t i ons  wi th i n  the fami l y  o r  househol d ,  rel at i ve t o  human fami l y  

members . The focus o f  the research i s  the extent t o  wh i ch peopl e 

th i n k of  the i r  pets just  as an i mal s or as actual  fami l y  members . 

The subjects were 1 1 7  pet own i ng vol unteers 68 percent of  whom 

were femal e .  The ques t i onna i re was based on those used by Cai n 

( 1 9 7 7 )  and Horn and Meer ( 1 984 ) and was d i stri buted to pet owners 

through veter i nary surger i e s ,  pet shops and the Soc i ety for the 

Prevent i on of Cruel ty to  An i mal s (SPCA) . Samp l e demograph i c  

character i s t i c s and frequency data rel at i ng to the  s urvey quest i ons  

are  reported . A set  of  cros s - tabul at i ons  were undertaken to  

i nves t i gate quest i on responses i n  rel at i on to demograph i c  vari abl es , 

and Ch i - square tests performed . 

I t  wa s found that most res pondents con s i dered thei r pets to be 

members of  the fami l y  and the majori ty thought them to be human or 

a l most  human members . S i gn i fi cant gender d i fferences were found wi th 

respect to  how respondents  v i ew the i r  pets on the  human/an i mal 

cont i nuum .  S i gn i fi cant d i fferences between cats and dogs were a l so  



found concern i ng obed i ence , out i ngs  and neuter i ng .  

The current data have been contrasted wi th  other  stud i es where 

the s ame or s i m i l ar quest i ons  have been as ked . Overal l ,  th i s  s amp l e 

o f  New Zeal and an i mal owners does not appear to be markedl y  

d i fferent t o  overseas re spondents  i n  the i r v i ews o n  compan i on 

an i mal s .  
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