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The Concepts of 'Equality' and 'Centralization' and some 

of their implications in the New Zealand Education System . 

S2CTICU A : Egalitarianism in Nel:J Zeala.:::id 3ducati on 

This section sketches the developcent of the New 
Zealand statement of equality of educational 
opportunity, from its beginnings in En~land to 
pre-Frovincial New Zealand, the several developments 
in the rrovincial period , through the first national 
education systec till t~e present day. The ~ajor 
relationship with Centralization i s pointed out and 
a New Zealand d~finitioL of the concept is made . 

S~CTICN B: Centralization i~ 3ducation i~ New Zealund 

The develcpaent in ~istoric al ter~s , tffi . ~rds a 
s~ron[ly centrulised ~e;~rt~ent , o~ing ~ucri to the 
fact of centr&l ~~ndin; is s~o~~ . last ~nd present 
;roble~s associated ~~~h centraliza~io~ are rointed 
011t . :.::::i.e <Jd::~i::-_istrati ve s:7ste.::::i is discussed &nd 
the theory of centralizLti0n as it relctcs to ~ew 
Zealc..nd educatic:::i is ez&..Sined. . 

~:-.:.;C~' IC:~ C: i:_vi 1...xw:i~;-;. ti O!J. of :..,oEe Cone epts of the 
Egalitarian :rinciple 

~he section becins with an analysis of ieter's 
concept of equality . There follows a cc~parison 
·,·.r i th that concept exr::-essed by Liebc::r!nan c.nd the 
section concludes with an examination of the 
concept in terms of Hew Zealand educ ation . 

SECTION D: Some Problems Associated with 'Equality ' 
and ' Centralization ' 

In this sc~tion , the way the t~o concepts are seen 
to work i n New Zealand education is examined . 
Examples are cited ~hich indicate their shortco~ings 
as a basis for a n education system . A plea is uade 
for an examination of princifles upon v.hic!-1 it cligh t 
be possible to base New Zealand education . 

ii 



I\ ""' - -- - ,...,, - no • - - - -n ~ 
l.V..a.~~\ .... 1..::...-J-· - ~ ••• -..!..1 _;...J 

1- r.~0:.1.ld. lil~G to e:.~:::- ~css --:::,~ ~rc,tcful 
to ~~~y ;copl e ho nssis~cd =~c~tly over 
t~·Li s -~:-_22is ·~~~·:..s ~ei :::~ ;::..,c:_::..~ ~;C. . 

"!:;h.:...~:::s 
-l-\-.~ .!-;...-.:o 
U-L- - V 1,._l.._ .. 1.;......, 

=1 ~r\~ic ...;tc:.:1-:ollse ::.~ ::::-o·\."'iclcC. 11c2.:;, c::cot:~-
0-~·e:-·:e:::;, 

-.. 1 :..... l :.:ec. . 
~~~erest a=~ ~~~ E~~s~~~ a~l ec~2::y 

o.: 

C.c 
,.,,....,!":. ........ . _;,:..., .... __ .~ ... --

... r ..... l .. , ....., ... c ..... l.-4.C:::: 

-· v 
" . 
--~ 

::, o .- e • 

i r· ...... 0 , ~ v- "='• C' ""': ,.. ~ ... :; r· .. "' • - .... . 
~.u .... __ ___ ........ _ .... 0. _ _ ................ v._--vr ..... , 

:·:e ~ ·:... ~~: : c-.. ~= ,. -·~"- ~-91:;/c~l .. ,.. ............ 
... 1,.;·_ ·._,, 

- . ' '.':_:1 c~: , 

.- ,... rt 
v .............. 

·:·<:..s 

r _,.., ,._ __ ....... 

::>:e 



~ 1 ...... ·r.· ·-r-. -· ... ··· · nri 
v ,..; ~·, J.. i.cJ\i '1 i;:) 

Table of Contents 

L :.. st of ~'igures 

:~ectic:n __ 

- . __.c. ··;_ c :... : ]_ ():: 

.::.ecL;.:_cn C 

cf 

.::ec ti en ..J 

~o~e ~ro~le~s ~:~cc~ated ~it~ '~cu~:ity ' 
and ' ~~ntralizaticn ' 

iii 

''I '· ~ ':"" 

nr 
(C 

?3 



LIST. CF FIGURES 

Figure '1 Fage 25 

Figure 2 Page 27 

Figure 3 Page 3'1 




