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ABSTRACT

This thesis combines affective priming with the cognitive processes and behavioural
sequences found in parenting decisions, to explore whether a father’s attributions for child
misbehaviour and consequent disciplinary responses can be influenced by a priming
intervention. Forty eight fathers of children aged between 5 and 12 years were questioned on
their opinions regarding the causes of child behaviour, and how they would choose to respond
to or discipline such behaviour, before and following a priming intervention consisting of full-
colour images of fathers interacting with their children. These primes differed in content in both
emotional valence and the fathering roles depicted dependent upon the group to which
participants were randomly assigned. These groups were General Positive, General Negative,
Evolutionary Positive, and Evolutionary Negative priming images. Results showed that all
research groups were successfully primed, as measured by a word completion task, however
consistent and expected changes in attributions for child behaviour and disciplinary choices did
not occur due to the priming intervention. Proposed reasons for this include unforeseen priming
effects obscuring the main effect, additional corrective cognitive factors altering or obscuring
the priming effect, or difficulties with the way the cognitive and behavioural changes were
measured. Proposed methods for further exploration in future research regarding how to
translate a priming effect into meaningful and consistent change are discussed. Priming as an
adjunctive parenting intervention remains an interesting and worthwhile consideration, and

ideas around utilisation of this technique are discussed in light of the results of this research.
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subject. With what we learned from attempting a priming intervention with those 12 fathers we
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working on this topic, I’ve learned so much about fathering and priming that I will take with me
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