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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the study was to investigate s ome a s p e c t s  

o f  the l i s t ening process  i n  early c h i l dhood e d u c a t i o n .  The 

inves t i g a t i o n  was based on the premise that l i s tening was a 

cogni t i ve a c t i v i t y  d i s p laying cogn i t i v e - s t ructural features  

s i milar to the  d e v e l o pment o f  know l edge . 

The review o f  the l i t e rature revealed that the l i s t e n i n g  

p r o c e s s  as a c og n i t ive act ivity i n  early childhood had n o t  

been s u f f i c i e n t l y  consider ed . In order  t o  i nvestigate the 

l i s t ening p r o c e s s  a Piagetian theore t i cal  pe rspec t i ve was 

deve l o p e d .  Inherent  i n  this  pers pective  was the relation  o f  

l i s tening t o  t h e  s t ructura l i s t  p o s i t i on a s  eluc i d a t e d  by 

Piage t .  

Inherent 

interview as 

s e l e c t e d  f o r  

i n  Piage t ' s  p r i n c i p l e s  w a s  the c l i n i c a l  

penetrating 

the  

the  

method  o f  inqui ry . A s  the 

s t udy, i t  was de termined 

i n  the d i s covery of underlying 

methodo l o gy 

to be more 

cogn i t i ve -

s t ructural features  o f  l i s tening.  The c l i ni c a l  i nterviews 

invo lved 20 sub j e c t s ,  ten  three-year o l d s  and ten four-y ear 

o l d s ,  each e n c o untering four d i f fe r ent s t imulus s i t u a t i o ns 

developed s p e c i f i c a l ly f o r  the i nv e s t i g a t i o n .  

i n t e rv iews w i t h  

trans c ri p t i o n .  

each child were recorded 

The analy s i s  o f  the i nterview p r o t o c o l s ,  

The four  

f o r  l a t e r  

preceded by 

f o rmal c o ding , i nv e s t i ga t e d  the l i s t e ning process a c r o s s  the 

four s t imulus s i t u a t i ons by the central process  of  

equi l i b r a t i o n .  T h e  exemp l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  constructs  o f  

equi l i b rium w h i c h  i n c luded the cognitive s t ructures o f  

l i s t ening fa c i l i t ated the exp lanation  o f  the l i s tening 

process in three -and four -year o l d  c h i l d r e n .  



( i i i ) 

The c o n c l us i ons of the s t udy r e l a t e  to the c o r r o b o r a t i o n  

o f  the p o s t u lates f o r  each Piageti an theore t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t .  

F i rs t ,  a m o d e l  o f  the l i s tening process  was suggested 

invo lving the  equ i libration o f  c o gni t i v e  struc tures . S e c o nd , 

the s t udy i n d i c a t e d  that the c l i n i c a l  interview is a useful  

method f o r  the  inquiry o f  l i s tening i n  early c h i l d h o o d .  

A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  methodo logy has  been u t i lized  s u c c e s s fully  i n  

t h e  inves t i ga t i o n  o f  lis tening i t  i s  suggested this  p r o c e d ure 

c o n s t i t u t e s  a u s e f u l  method for the inquiry o f  o ther  

phenomena i n  early chi ldhood educa t i o n .  Fina l l y ,  t h e  s tudy 

i ndicated  educational  imp l i c a t i ons for the curricu lum and 

suggested a reas f o r  further researc h .  
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