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INTRODUCTICN

Within 3 vear of the formation of the *ZLP in July
19185 the DPalmerston North political labour mcvement was
running Latbour candidates in local body elections, The
struggle for political power sorenccupied the efforts of
both the Mew Zealand and Palmerston North political lzbour
movements for the next two decades, until, in 1935, both
achieved electoral success. This monogreph is a nartative
and analysis of the establishment, development and eventual
success of the Palmerston Morth political lsbour movement.
It is essentially a local history of a nmational political

narty.

The aporoach adopted is that of local history, in
that it is a study of a national phenomenon {the MZLRP)} in
a local setting (Palmerston North). This aporcach has
certain notential advantages over national history, for as
Finberg peocints out:

2ll national historiss are perforce written

selectively, raced with countless phenomens,
the [Dationaﬂ historian must bring them as
best he can into a manageable compass, He

therefore selects those which impress him as
significant, and arranges them into some sort
of pattern. In doing so, he runs the tisk of
overlooking some local occurrences which, once
nerceived, necessarily upsets or zlters the
whole pattern.’

In contrast, the local historian:

.+« has a clearer and truer view, within his
limited horizon, than the naticnal historian
surveying a vast field from his exalted watch~

tower,. He may supply important information
which his more exalted colleaque has over-
looked; at the very least he provides a

useful corrective, by exhibiting in all its
diversity 2 oast too complex ta be se%urely
imprisaned in nenerzlized statements.”

In this sense leccal history is a useful adjunct to

national history; what Cliver calls the '"hidden agenda"



of academic local history, to "illuminate™ national history§

Mliver describes national history as:

ess in essence a set of generalisations, a

set of general statements that are held to be
true of a particular country at a particular
time .... In very many cases, what pass as
true general statements =2bout New Zeazland as

a whole ... are in fact derived from a limited,
indeed sn overlimited, number aof specific local
instances, %

The history of the early New Zealand Labour movement
suffers from this weakness, Oliver finds that it is
"substantiszlly the history of labour movements in a small
number of localities. "> In effect it is a "synthesis" of
the histories of a small number of localities fusually the
four main centres and the mining townships), "masquerading
as a national generalisation"® Oliver cites evidence of
the lack of trade union militamcy in several, smaller New
Zealand centres during the early 1910s, in particular during
the Great Strike of 1913, a periad when the Mew Zealand

industrial movement as a whole was alleqgedly militant.?

There are similar shortcomings in the history of New
/ealand political labour movsrent, Thare is a sad lack of
local histories, and of studies of the moderate wing of the
movement , S Plumridge has recently crificized Gustafson's
Labour's Path to Political Independence (1980) for being a

"traditional narrative account of events at the executive
level "9 Srouwnt's history of the early NZLP, though still
the standard reference work on the party, does not address
itself to the essential local dimension of Labour's polit-
ical evolution, Plumridge in contmast, in her study of the
Christchurch labour party in the period 1914 - 1919, concen-
trated more upon events "'on the ground' in Christchurch®
than at the national level, claiming that this local dimension
to the party's development was more important than the
national perspectiue.10 To convert the electorate to its
cause, the Christchurch lLabour Party had to cresate its ouwn,

locally acceptable political image, and this image:



... had as much to do with the public's per-
ception of the party's credibility, respec-
tability and the ethos it was thought to
embody as with the concrete proposals !pol—
icies! it put forward.l? -

In Palmerston North the public's perception of the
tabour Party was also critical, and distinctive. There
were local factors that the PNLP had teo take account of to
achieve political success, a tecipe for political victory

peculiar to the Palmerston electorate,

Yet the Palmerston North pelitical labour movement
was more tham just an electioneering machine. This case
study also reveals the variety and importance of the move-
ment!'s non-electoral activities and functions, and the
richness and strength of peolitical imagination teo be found
even in a secorndary centre. This non-electorzl aspect of
the Palmerston North political labour movement gave 1t an

existence and dynamic of its own.

The local study alsc provides an interesting insight
inte the relations betwyeen the "centreY and the "periphery"
of the NZLF‘.12 What was the relationship between the PNLP
and the NZLP? and how did the PNLP Teact to developments
at the national 1level? And here Oliver asks an interesting

question:

... to what extent ... is the retreat of
industrial and peliticel labour from
extremism in the 1820s due_to the building
up of a nationuwide party ‘the NZLD| which
enabled the moderation of the smaller
centres to bury the extremism of the main
centres?]

A history of the Palmerston North peolitical labour
movement presents an opportunity for studying some of the
"meglected moderates™, of providing a "useful corrective®
to the national history of the political labour'mouement,
and of investigating the local dimension of the movement's

development,



1. Imerston Yorth and the Palmerston Morth

)

3
Lzbour Movement to 13815,

In 19186 the touwn of Palmerston North was less than 50
years old, It had bteen founded in 1870, its development
based initially on sawmilling and flax dressing. 3y the
turn of the century the two most important factors in its
phenomenal growth rate were established; its position both
as the leading service centre for a rich farming hinterland,
and a2s the crossroads of the southern half of the North
Island!s transoortation system.1 These developments
attracted population; between 1287 and 1887 Palmerston
North's population more than trebled, from 1,800 to 5,000,
With an expanding internal market and labour force, a variety
of small, mainly craft industries were set up (eg engineer-
ing, coach building, brick and tile making, brewing and
cordial making, rope and twine manufacturing), in addition
to the agricultural service industries {dairy factories and
freezing works were established in the area in the 1880s and
1890s).

Table I, Population aof Palmerston Narth
#
Borough, 1374 - 18935,

Year Population
1874 193
1886 2,606
1901 6,534
1816 12,828
1921 15,849
1926 18,101
1931 21,000
1936 22,202

*Palmerston North was declared a city on August
1, 1330,
Source: NMNew Zealand Census, 1328, 1336,

fMew Zealand Official Year Book, 1831,

The town had achieved regqgional dominance by 1900, and

was to cantinue to grow more rapidly than the other centres



in the Manawatu regibn during the 20th century.,

The Palmerston electorate was established in 1880, and
it took in a considerable portion of the surrounding district.
It was therefore a mixed seat, with both urban and rural
interests that required political representation.2 The int-
erests of the farmers at first predominated, In the elec-
tion of 1890 James Wilscon, a sheepfarmer in the Rangitikei
(and between 1900 and 1920 president of the New Zealand
Farmers' Union), headed off a challenge from an urban based
Frederick Pirani. From 1893 to 1902 Pirani represented
Palmerston, first as a Liberal, but later as an independent
liberal. Finally in 1802 he stood as an Opposition candid-
ate and lost to the Liberal, W,T. UWcod,. The Liberal's haold
on the electorate lasted only another six years, when in 1808
the Opposition {(and after 1908, Reform) candidate David
Buick took the seat. Palmerston was not to change its

political allegiance (from Reform) until 1935,

The comparatively early triumph of Reform in Palmerston
(2 Reform Government was not formed until 1912) was an indic-
ation of just how rapidly the settlers whom Pirani had
championed under the Liberal banmner in the 18Y90s had become
established, and politically conservative, farmers, By 1808
the region's agricultural pattern had been set; intensive
pastoral farming, dominated by the small family farm with 75
per cent of thelland held on freehold. Buick's victory
expressed the alliance of interest that had developed betuween

the conservative urban and rural sections of the electorate.

One of the factors leading to this sectional alliance
was the rise of the New 7Zealand labour movement, which the
Liberals were allied with.a In Palmerston North the first
labour organisation had appeared in 1880, in the form of a
branch of the Knights of Labour, In 1820 Pirani had in fact
stood as a labour candidate, with the endorsement of the
local Knights of Labour, The Knights were an American organ-
isation, with a mildly radical program (they disapproved of
strikes), Though it stressed the interests of the workers,

it was never strictly speaking a labour organisation (in



Palwerstan “Morth its members included many local farmers),
-t

1]

nd its existence and influence in Palmerston Norih wsas

ephemeral and limited.5

It was not until 1214 that Palmerston voters had the
opportunity of returning the representative of an independ-
ent labour party, In that year James Thorn stood, unsucc-

essfully, as a 5SDP candidate.

The PNSDP was formed in 1313, its support based on the
laczl trade union movement. The first trade unions probably
appeared during the 1880s, perhaps as the result of the
periedic organising tours undertaken by unions in Auckland
ang Wellinotaon, The first officially recorded unions were
branches of the ASRS and painters and decorators! union,
which had a membership of 144 and 25 respectively in 1800,
The union that was to dominate the reqgion's labour movement
in this early period, however, was not formed until 1906,
This was the flaxmill workers' union, representing the
employees of the fManzuwatu flax mills, the most important
industry in the region from the late 1300s to the late 1310s.
The unlon was the largest and most militant in the region,
and though the mills were located cutside the Palmerston
electorate (the flax swamps lay between Tokamartu, Shannon
and Foxton) the flaxmillers had a decisive impact on the
labour movement in the town, By 1908 they had formed a
NZSP branch in Palmerston North. In the 18911 general
election John Raobertson stood as a labour candidate for the
Otaki electorate (which incorporated the flaxmills) with the
backing of the flaxmill workers! union. Robertson was a
resident of Palmersten North, and a member of the PNSP when
nomingted to stand in the election., (When elected, however
~ by what Fitzgerald calls a "fluke™, the result of vote
splitting as two Reform candidates stoced - Robertson
claimed allegiance gnly to the flaxmill workers' union,
denying that he was a NZ5P candidate). And in 1912 and
1913, it would appear that the upheavals of Yaihi and the
Creat Strike would have passed by unnoticed in Palmerstaon
North but for the flaxmill wocrkers, In October 1812,
during the last days cf the Waihl strike, the flaxmill

workers held a demonstration in the Sguare, in 2zlmserston



Morth, a2t which a "bit of a scuffle”, as Nliver puts it,
7 PP,
cccurred, Significantly, what =2ppears {o have been the
1 SpG to th trike in Palmerst Norti -
only response to the strike in Palmerston North, unspect
acular 2s 1t was, bore no relationship to the town's oun

l=bour movement,.

By the time of the gsneral strike of 1813 Palmerston
ftorth had a 50P branch, and again its establishment was the
work of the flaxmill workers. In 1311 their union had
affiliated to the "Red" Federation of Labour, and in 1913
8ill Parry, vice-president of the Federation of Labour, was
appointed as the union's first full-time organiser, Parry
attended the Unity Conference in July 18913, when the 50P
was fermed, and on his return begsn organising support for
the new party. Some time between July and mid-October an
SDOP branch was established in Palmerston Nerth. This 350P
branch was to be the first continuous link wiih the touwn's

political labour movement after 1916.8

In 1814 James Thorn arrived in Palmerstaon MNorth to
contest the seat as an SDP candidate, He polled 23.2 pet
cent of the vote, a significant achievement considering that
one of his opponents was a Liberal candidate. The results
indicated that, although the town's own labour movement may
not have slayved a lsading role in the establishment of
independent, labour politics in the electorate, Palmerston
Narth's workers were ready and willing to vote for an
independent labour party, Thorn acfually polled more votes ’
than the Liberal cendidate; Palmerston's workers had

deserted the Liberal ship before the NZLP arrived,



2. Rod Ross and the RPalmerston MNorih Sgocial

Nemocratic Party,

In 1217 Rod Ross brought the NZLP to Palmerston North
oy establishing a LRC, comprised of the PNSDP znd local trade
unions. Electorally the follouwing five years saw almost
uninterrupted progress for the Labour Party in Palmerston,

It was a period when many men and women - locally, nationally
and internationally - were prepared to listen to and endorse
new ideas, new political and eccnomic analyses of society.1
For the Palmerston MNorth labour movement in particular, it
was a period when the appeal and practicability af militant,

doctrinalire socialism was tested, and in the end, rejected,

The garly war years saw a lull in the activities aof
the Palmerston Nerth labour movement, as was the case nation-
ally. Thorn remained in Palmerston North, sustaining the
existence of the local 50PR. In December 1816 he fell
victim to the new seditlon laws, for his opposition to
military conscription. In Palmerston Morth it was oance
more the flaxmill workers who took the lead in the labour
movements protests against conscription. In fact the flax-
mill workers' union gained some local notoriety for its part
in the agitation, Public weetings were held during June,
and in July Percy Rebinson, secretary of the flaxmill workers'
union and resident of Palmerston North, was arrested and
fined £5 for "writing with seditious intention", a breach
of the War Regulations.z Thorn also. spoke out against
conscription, On December 19th he was arrested in Welling-
ton for a speech he hfd given in the capital entitled

"Labour and the War.m”

More signitficantly, 1918 saw an attempt to form a
Palmerston North Trades and Labour Ceouncil by the local
trade unions, During December delegates from the painters
and decorators', flaxmill workers', freezing workers'
{probably Leongburn) and carpenters' wunions, alaong with the
local ASHS and EFCA, met to draw up a constitution for the

praoposed Trades and Labour Council, These moves proved

still-born however, 3s in early 1217 Rod Ross, neuly arrived



in Palmerston North, successfully persuaded the same trade
unions to form a LRC instead.4 The NZLP had arrived in

Palmerston North,

The first constitution of the NZLP had made LRCs the
local organisational unit of the party, to which trade unions,
Trades and Labour councils, SDP branches and "other properly
constituted progressive organisations which subscribe to
the constitution and platform of the Party" could affiliate.5
The LRCs were intended to select and runm candidates for
general and municipal elections, with power to formulate

their own municipal policy,

It was the 1917 municipal elections that Rod Ross had
foremost in his mind when he organised a LRC in Palmerston
North during March and April, It first met on April 11 and
Ross boasted to the Worker* that "practically every union
in Palmerston North" was represented.6 Joe Hodgens, of the
carpenters' union, was elected chairman, and Percy Robinson,
of the flaxmill workers' union, secretary.7 The meeting
concentrated on the selection of candidates and the formation
of a platform for the local body elections to be held later
that month,

It was the first time that Palmerston North had seen
a Labour ticket, and Ross was keenly optimistic of its
chance of success, O0f the four candidates run, however, only
one was successful, Zillah Gill was returned to her seat on
the Hospital Board. Even this success was a poor indication
of the electorate's response to the Labour candidates and
their platform (which stressed the expansion of municipal
enterprise). Zillah Gill appears to have won on "personal-
ity and incumbency" rather than on policy or labour endorse-
ment.8 Ross and Robinson, standing for council, came third

to last and last respectively in the poll,

* The Maoriland Worker, from February 1924 the New Zealand

Yorker, The title changed again to the Standard in
October 1835.

MASSEY UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY
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For Ross the results were the first of many rebuffs
ta his brand of nglitics that he was to suffer, When he
arrived in Palmerston North, sometime between mid-13186 and
garly 1917, Ross was a recognised labour leader, He was
torn in Glascow in 1869, attended Edimburgh University, and
arrived in New Zealand in 1900, He soen became active in
the New Zealand political labour movement, first as a found-
ation member of the Wellington Socialist Party. In 1913 he
took an active part in the formation of the 30P, being a
member of the party's national executive in 1913-14 and
1215-16. After the formation of the NZLP he moved to the
Manawatu, working first as a storekeeper at Glen Oroua and
then at Linton, before he bought a farm at Awahuri (a few
miles north-west of Palmerston North), He soon bought a
fiouse in Palmerston North, and for awhile was something of
an absentee lendlord, making only periodic visits to his

farm "for the purpase of general management.“g

By April 1917 Ross was secretary of the PN3SDP, having
re—astablished the party's weekly meetings, which had
probably languished since Thorn's arrest four months earlier,
The party then joined the new LRC, and played a leading role
in the organisation of the labour ticket in the April muni-
cipal elections, providing all the candidates, and, praobably,

most of the policy,

Although the 3DP had ceased tolexist as a national
paolitical party when the NZLP was formed in 1916, individ-
ual SOP branches, such as the one in Palmerston North,
continued to exist. Most of them soon changed their names
to Labour Party branches, but some refused to do so, The
first constitution of the NZLP had not in fact provided fot

the establishment of NZLP branches, for as Gustafson notes:

++« the emphasis at first was on attracting
into one political organisation [via affil-
iation to local LRCs] existing industrial,
nolitical, and cother interest groups rather
than on attempting to create new primary level
organisations,

For the NZLP was a coalition party, its formation

represented 2 caompromise between the moderate and militant
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sections of the New Zegaland political labour movement, in
particular the United Labour FPzriy and the SDP. Same S0P
leaders felt that their more militant party should remain

in existence, independent of the NZLP, hoping that it would:

...T2main as the conscience of the new party and
as a rudder that would steer the much larger, non-
sccialist trade-unicn support in a socialist
direction.i

The Christchurch 50P failed to see any need for the
obliteratiagn of their efficient, vigorous and successful
SOP branch, which had its own Parliamentary representative
since 1913 in James MCCDmb5.12 In Palmerston Yor-tno,
however, Ross was concerned with making the local SDP a
socialist “canscience” and "rudder”, and he managed to
prolong its life until April 1822. O0Only one other branch,

in Wellington, outlived it.

Ross's support for the NZLP was thus gualified, despite
his role in the formation of the new partvy. In fact he was
one of the eleven S0P members who were appointed as the
MZLP's first national exescutive,. It is clear, from his
subsequent statements and actions that Ross intended to use
his guasi-independent stance to keep the NZLP on the road
to socialism, In the gnd this led to his complete estrange-
ment from the labour movement, locally and nationally.

Until 1822, however, through the PNSDP, Hoss, and his
socialism, were to dominate the Pazlmerston North political

labour movement,

Unexpectedly, 1918 saw the first opportunity for the
NZLP teo test its suppert in Palmerston, In Movember the
sitting Reform M,P, for the seat, David Buick, died, a
victim of the influenza epidemic, The Palmerston North
political labour movement, through the LRC, chose Alexander

Galbraith to stand for Labour,

ike several other personalities in this period, (eg
Percy Robinson) Galbraith entered Palmerston North labour
politics via the Manawatu flaxmills, Galbraith was an

axperienced lzbour activist, B8eorn in OJtago in 1882, he



i

Alexander Galbraith,

{Scott,s, Outline History of the New Zealand

Labour Movement, Auckland, n.d.)
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had worked &s a railway gquatrd, miner and timber worker on
the West Loast between 1897 and 1917. “a became chzirman
of the Westport branch of the ASRS, a "Red Fed" and & member
of the SDP. In 1917 he arrived in the Manawatu, working at
the flaxmills, where he organised Marxist discussion groups,
and by 1918 he was an exscutive member of the flaxmill

. 3
workers! unlon.1

The by-election campaign was fought against the back-
ground of a heated and strained atmosphere; demobilization,
the influyenza epidemic, the rising cost of living, the pro-
hibition campaign (the national prohibition poll was set for
April 1913) and the Russian revolution. A strong anti-
government sentiment manifested itself, and two independent
candidates took to the hustings alongside James Nash (Reform,
but standing as a National candidate because the wartime
coalition between the Reform and Liberal parties was still
in existence) and Galbraith. Cries over war nrofiteering,
inflation, land =zggregation and land speculation were voiced,
angd Galbraith cuite confidently stood before the electors
and oroclaimed himself a Y"Mew Zealand Balshevik and a Red
Fed".14

The results were surprisingly clocse, Galbraith coming
second to Nash by only 289 votes, 8ut this did not represent
Palmerston North's endorsement of the extreme left., CGalbraith
had in fact only marginally improved on Thorn's 1914 result,
Although he won 35.8 per cent of the poll, he had added less
than 200 votes to the cause of independent labour politics
from 1814, More than a third of those eligible declined
to vote, A low turnout is chsracteristic of by-elections,.
By-elections are also often poor indicators of the true
political alignment of the electorate, as where only the
fate of ane seat is at stake voters may feel freer in the
exercise of their cheoice, and deviate from normall voting

patterns,

Thus Nash began his seventeem year term as Palmerston's
(Reform) ™,P, It is interesting to note how the editor of
the Times¥ interpreted his success; "the support which came

to Mr, Mash was largely of a personel nature", due more to
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a recognition of his reccrd of community service, s mavyor

- , ... . . 5
for example, than to political allegiances or DOllClES.1

Mazsh was labelled a "parachialist excelsis”,15 thereby ful-
filling a prerequisite for parliamentary honours in Palmer-
ston North, For unlike Galbraith he was well known, and

1117 Hp

considered to be "of us and for us in every sense,
was alsc a self-made man (he had sterted his working life as
a grocer's assistent; by 1918 he was an established real
estate agent), another characteristic that appears to have

endeared him to the electors.,

For the Paimerston North political lzbour movement the
result gave an indication of the limited support that a
rtadical Labour Party could achieve in Palmerston, 2 lesson

which some local labourites were not slow to perceive.

The PNS3DP remained confident and optimistic, however,
that next time Labour would triumph, At the party's annual
meeting in January 1918 the previous year appeared to have
been a constructive one; membership had increased to 30
(it reached 90 by September 1318), there was a credit balance,
and at the meeting fourteen new names were nominated to be
elected memoers of the BNSDP,

For the municipal elections in April five Lgbour cand-
idates were run by the LRC, two were successful, Zillah
Gill remained on the Hospital 8Boagrd, and Joe Hodgens won a
seat on the Council. The LRC also ran nine candidates for
the school committee elections, of whom four were successful.

Tt was an indication of things to come,

In 1919 Galbraith left Palmerston Morih to continue
his communist proselytising in MNapier. For the 1318 gen-
gral election Mcses Ayrton was selecied to represent Labour
in Palmerston, Ayrton was a Yorkshire bern Christian
socialist, a2 lay leader in the Methodist Church. In 1813
ne Jjoined the S0P, and in the Crey by-election of that year,
scted as campaign chairman for the successful SDP candidate,
Paddy Webb, By 19158 he was the party's national vice-
nresident, Between 1915 and 1912 he served on the Grey

Hospital Zoard and Sunanga 2orough Council z2s a lzbour
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member, In 1217 he worked as a tutor for the WEAR on the
West Coast, and it was as a WEA tutor thnat he arrived in

Dalmerston Morth im 1818,

Ayrten was sonn active in the PNSDP, In July 1819,
with the backing of the PNSDP, he mediated in an industrial
dispute at the Manawatu flaxmills, As 2 tesult the dead-
lock between the emplovers and the union, which had lasted
since May, was broken, with "substantial concessions™ won
for the emmloyees.1g Fitgerald argues that 2yrton's con-
ciliatory manner, his strong belief in "class co-operation”,
was behind this 5uccess.2D fccording to Gustafson he was
a quiet, philosophical, evolutionary socialist; he saw
spcialism "essentially a2s an expression of Christian

ideals of social justice."21

In fact Ayrton made class co-operation the theme aof

his election campaign:

... the spirit of co-operation [is] abroard,
and the interests of the working _farmer and
the wage earner [?rgj identical.?

(Ayrton was obviously trying to woo the more depressed
section of the local farming community, a NZLP tactic).
It was an appezl to a "brotherhood"™ of the common man,

politics that ooposed militant labour and hig business.23

As a speaker Ayrton gained considerable napularity.
fefore the election campaign the local RSA had formed a
debating society, and Ayrton and Ross were invited, as
members of the PMSOP, to take part in two debates.za The
first was on the subject of land nationalisation (which
they arqued for), the second on compulsory military service
{which they atgued against). They won both,. Nnce the
campaign began Ross, Ayrton's campaign secretary, rteceived
invitations from "numetous"” local crganisations for Ayrton
to address their meetings, including a combined meeting of

laocal ladae members.25

Labour's only oooonent 1In the contest, the Reform WP,



Moses Ayrton,

(Paul, J.T. Humanism in Politics. New Zealand

Labour Party Retreospect, Wellington, 1846,)
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James Mash, was meanwhile versing the electorate in scare
tactics., Ayrton did his bhest to assuage the "Holland,
Seaple and Co," extremist bcecgey put obefore the Uoters.2E
Mls response was to renounce radicalism; he stated his
nelief that the strike weapon was a "relic of barbarism",
and made reference to "that horrible deoctrine of class

27

war," As far as he was cencerned, the:

«ee cost of living problem, the guestlion of
prices of foodstuffs, the future of the Pacific,
indentured lzbour, etc., the subject of milit-
arism and the increasing cost of navalism,

these subjects were of burnming importance to

the average househglder and the man in the
street, which far ocutweighed EBe piffle talked
about Holland, Semple and Co.

Dissatisfaction over the risinmg cost of living, and with the
failure of wages and salaries to keep pace with price infla-
tion and tax increases, was an important factor in the NZLP
vote in 1819, In Palmerston North this was particularly
so, for by November 1918 the retail prices of the three
basic groups of food commodities - groceries, dairy-produce
and meat — had risen by 53.03 per cent over the July 1814
levels, a rate unrivalled in New Zealand., 3y November 1818
the figure was 58,38 per cent, still six per cent above the

national auerage.zg

In the event Ayrton polled 42,9 per cent of the wvote,
a significant advance on the 1918 by-election result. To
some extent this was simply because there were only two ¢and-
idates, only a choice between Reform and Labour, This in
itself, however, indicated that in Palmerston the NZLP had
already inherited the Liberal mantle, Ayrton's ability and
his moderate brand of politics, and in particular his
apparent swuccess in projecting to the electorate (which, it
must be added, was largely unfamiliar with him),an acceptzable

image of the MZLP, must have also aided the Labour cause.

In the 1319 zlectoral roll Ayrton's occupation was
given as university lecturer, because Ayrton was a WEA tutor,
The WEA was Tirst formed in New Zealand in 1915, as an adult
educaticon organisation, designed especially for those unable

to attend university. Jecause of a lack of tzachers, no
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WES courses wers tun in Palmerston Morth until 18186, In
that yvear B.E. Murohy {one of the foundation professors of
the Victoria University College) tock a class in economics.
in 1817 37 students were enrclled in Murghy's economics
class, which ran for 24 weeks, Ayrton jolned Murphy in
1818, and that year 28 male students uwere enrtolled, Ayrton
remained in Palmerston North as a WEA tutor until 1820,

when he moved to Wellington, where he became national sec-

retary of the Labour Party, 1920~22.3D

Enrolment in WEA courses in Palmerston Nerth during
the period up toe 1835 peaked in 1928, uwhen there were 121
students in classes on econamics, psychology and hyglene.
And in that year ithere were more Temales than males enralled.
The 1930s depression all but crippled the association how-
ever; in 1931 there were only 9 students enrolled in a

course on "New Zealand Problems."31

According to Hall a "preoccupation with the welfare
of the working class was an implicit part of the aims and
aspirations of the founders" of the WEA in Neuw Zealand.32
During its early years it zttracted many labour leaders to
its classes (including Holland, Savage, fFraser and Semple).
The WEA itself welcomed this support, Trade unions
affiliated to the association, providing much needed
financial aid (in default of adequate Government funding).
In Palmerston there were close links between the WEA and
the labour movement, especially during the late 19105.33
The most obvious was through Meoses Ayrton. In 1817 W.R,
Birnie, an active labourite, was class secretary of the WEA
in Palmerston North,. The local flaxmill workers'! umion
made a contribution of £5 to the association in 1918, and
in 1819 the PNSDP affiligted to it. (Ross was an ardent
supporter of the WEA), Gustafson suggests that for the
labour movement the WEA "provided relatively neutral ground
on which the militants and moderates could meet, debate and

n 34 And in Christchureh during

get to know one another,
WWI, according to Plumridge, it acted as a forum for labour
agitators and fostered the political consciousness af the
workers.35 In Palmerston MNorth it stimulated, and

provided an outlet for, the ideological ferment that
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existed within the local political labour movement In this
period, The supnort for Rod Ross, and the endorsement aof
Alexander Galbraith by the LRC in 18518, exoressed a real
(but temporary) interest in radical socialism. Like Ross
and Galbraith, the WEA helped acquaint Palmerston Morth
workers with Marxism and other revolutiomary economic and
political theories; and for awhile many local labourites
were willinpg to listen. This was no isolated phenomencon;
within the NZLP the yegars from 1917 to 1921 saw a "resur-
agence of socialist theorizing", provcked by the Great War
and spurred on by the Russian reuolution.35 Locally and
nationally, however, this courtship with militant, doctrin-
aire socialism was to be shortlived. By the eatly twenties
the more doctrinaire NZLP leaders, such as fraser, had
realized that New Zealand workers wanted incressed wages
rather than socialist ideolagy. The reality of the MNew
Zealand political sitwation demanded that the Labour Party
adopt "generally acceptahle legig%ative proposals', and

retain unity with the moderates, The militant-moderate
conflict within the NZLP was inevitably resolved in favour
of the moderates; theory was sacrificed for political prac-
ticabllity. The formaltion of the NZCP 1n 1921 provided an

autlet for those unwilling ta accept these developments.

Rod Ross instead chose complete iseclation from the
labour movement. Palmerston North had its own militant-
moderate conflict, a local struggle between the supporters
and the opponents of militant, doctrinaire socialism. The
conflict first came to light during the 1218 by-election,
when there was a "movement" to have Galbraith withdrawn as
the Labour candidate.38 Some local labourites apparently
felt he was "too rugged", that he "lacked polish", in the
words of one of Galbraiths!' indignant supporters.ag The
issue at stake was almost certainly Galbrzith's communism,
One of those involved in this "movement™ was Joe Hodgens,
Hodgens was a loeal labour leader; the first chairman of
the LRC established inm 1817, cone-time secretary of the
Palmerston Morth ASCJ and = PNSDP member., Although
documentation is lacking, it appears that a number of local
labourities hegan rallying behind Hodgens in opposition to
Ross's dominatlisan of the Palmerston North colitical labour

mavement, At the annual meeting of the PMSDOP in Janvcary
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1812 this group attempted, unsuccessfully, to have the name
of the party changed to that of a MZLP branch. 3y April
they had formed a rival NZLP branch, independent of the
PASDP, Delegates of both organisations attended the third
Annual Conference of the Labour Party in July, where they
attempted to establish their own pcarty as the dominant and
legitimate labowr party in Palmerston North., In an attempt
to prevent the rival Labour Party branch from running cand-
idates for electicn in Palmerston, the PNSDP propesed a

remit asking that:

..« NO one be eligible as a labour candidate
for Parliament who has stood in opposition

to an official Labour candidate for a Parlia-
mentary seat, until six years_have elapsed from
the date of such oppasitian.

Conference however, was as yet little interested in the

dispute,

Ross was steadily alienating himself from the labour
movement, above-all because of his idealogical aobstimancy.
He was first and foremost an intellectual propagandist,
never fully committed to political action through the
NZLP, His socialism was fundamentalist, dogmatic and
uncompromising, In the end he turned his back an the
party that he had helped create because he felt 1t had
reneged aon its socialist objective. Before he did this,
however, he made repeated attempts to inject his brand of

politics inta the labour movement, locally and nationally.

It was precisely this doctrinaire socialism that men
like Joe Hodgens found intolerable, So tco did the local
community, In April 1218 the PN59P was invited to take
part in the peace celebrations in Palmerston North, organ-
ised by the Pegace Celebrations Committee. As secretary of
the PNSDP, Raoss {who had lost a son in the war) wrote to
the Times explaining the party's reasons for declining the

invitation:

«e« we do not beliewve the proposed peace cele-
brations are in reality whst they pretend to be,
but are, on the contrary, mertely the glorificaticn
af the victory of one group of capitaslists aver
another., e belisve ghat the peace of tre

world can only Se secured by the workers of all
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countries uniting against the common enemies
cf mankind, the maker? of all wars, namely,
the caonitalist class.

Sincere as Ross's idealogical stance was, it had no place
in Palmerston politics, The response of the editor of the
Times to the resglution is revealing. The =sditor called
the PMSDOP a "small coterie" which "usurps the right to wvoice
the wishes and aspirations of the layal democratic wage-
earners of New Zealanf:i."a2 The break-away PNLP branch
also declined the invitation to participate in the peace
celebrations, but for different reasons, It refused to
accept the invitation because it felt that the itinerary of
the celebrations {which had been decided upon without con-
sulting the PNLP branch) failed to give the "waorkers"
sufficient recognition aof their war effort (the labour
organisations were apparently allotted a place at the tail
end of the olanned street procession).43 In this the PMLDP

branch was motivated by sectlonal jealousy rather than

saocialist ideaslogy,

The differences between the two Palmerston Narth
labour parties were also revealed at the 12819 Annual Con-
ference of the NZLP, when both pnut forward land policies,
Ross's dogmatic and doctrinaire socialism wgs nowhere more
fully expressed then in his ideas on land reform, and in
his attempts to have the Labour Party adopt his land policy.
As a member of the SDP national executive, Ross had attended
the conference that gave birth to the NZLP (in July 19186).
Ross was then an acknowledged expert on land policy, and
along with J.T. Paul, James McCombs, Peter Fraser and A.P,
McCarthy, he was appointed to a special committee to draft
a "caomprehensive” land pclicy for the new party.aa The
NZLP was anxious to construct a Labour land policy, and
the guestion was not finzlly settled until the late 1920s,
For Ross it was a matter of designing a policy consistent
with the party's origimal socialist objective, His
answer was land nationalisation and the establishment of
large scale stzate farms, Few athers, however, shared his

ideas an the issue.

The fate of the 1216 land committee 1s uncertain,
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but the land peolicy which the NZLP put before the electorate
in the 1219 general election was framed by =znother special
committee, which excluded Reoss, appointed at the 19219

Annual Conference. At that Coanference Ross attempted to

have his oolicy adopted by proposing the following remit:

That we oppose the policy of private enterprise
in land, and substitute for same the policy of
national farms for the production of commodlt-
ies for use and not for profit.%

The rival PNLP branch put forward its cuwn, comprehensiuve
land policy. Significantly, it was not a socialist policy.
Instead of land ngtionalisation it sought the "reccgnition
46

Its
architect was almost certainly John Robertson {(the inde-
pendent socialist m_P, for Oroua ﬁ911—1914), who still

of the interests aof the whole community in land.”

resided in Palmerston North, Robertson's interest in land
policy dated from at least 1913, and by 1918 he was a
sufficlently recognized autheority on the qguestion to be
appointed to the special land policy committee at Conference.
In fact the policy eventually adopted by the party differed
only in minor, if significant, detail to that initially
proposed by the PMNLP branch.a?

Curiously, Rass's proposal for the establishment of
state farms did become NZLP policy, but not as part of its
land policy. instead it found its way into the platform
section "State Ownership”, where it remained until at least
1928.48 This was litftle cansolation for Ress, houwever,
During the neriocd between the 1818 and 12820 NZLP conferences
he wrote 2 series of letters to the Worker, making scathing
attacks on the land policy adepted in 1219.°°  (While John
Robertson had several articles published in the Wortker
elucidating and defending the policy).-" At the 1920
Annual Conference Ross proposed the following amendment to the

land platform:

Delete everything under land, and urge that

a conference be called of zll farmers who are
members of the Labor party to draw up_z Land
policy to be submitted to Conference.
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555, ~irself =z farmer, =arqued in suppoct aof this amotion
that "zvsry olank In the party's 2lzi7srm must Re in the

directisn of the 5ocialist objective”, and that the existing

. o , 52 .
land oolicy "did not tend that way." According to Zroun,
Ross z2sserted that that colicy "woul? simply cerpetuate 2n

.53

efficiznt small lzndowning class. The proposal to

in
delete the existing land golicy was negavily defeated, but

it was zgreed to hold a2 conference of farmer members of the

party =zs well as the Natignal Executive.

The special land policy conference, with Ross appar-
ently in attendance, met in Wellingtcn in March 1521, The
pcolicy zmendments there decided upaon were sulmitted to the
Annual Ceonference in July as =z remii, A4t that Conference
the oarty went at l=zast scme way in satisfying Rass, by
accepting a lznd policy providing for the gradual natiaonal-
isation of land. Although, as Brown stztes, this repres-
ubstantial step to the 1=aft™, it was not far

54

enough for Ross, It was the last time, however, that he
ic H

was tao =g involved in the formation of MZLP land paoli e

Y.
uas increzsingly pre-occupied with the threat to his gaomin-

aticn of the %almerstcn Morth political lzbour movement.

In a2n z2ftempt to mazintain their position in Palmerston
Morth, Ross and hls supoorters in the PHMSOP asttempiezd at the
1920 Annual Canference to have the rivzl PNLP branch out-

lawed. The president of the PNSDP, Tam Reld, moved that:

Where Cranches aof the 50P function as a bBranch
of the Mew Zealand Labor Party no other branch
be fcrmed without the consent of the Mational
Executive,.33

Fass seconded the motion "and gave some good local reasans

36

why the remiit should oe carrtied,’ (It was defesated).

al reasons™ became clearer during the 'c

c
af Acrpil 17221, It will be remembsred thot
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C) Lzhour -—andidates. He soon withdrew
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zltzcnether from the contest, heowever, henc
2t on the Council, {Yhile the th

B T =
and Ross was ans of them, were 3ll defsated in the noll),

“gd7ens and Rass which

=t

t was the antagonism Hetween
led to this zublic breacnh in the Palmersion North oelitical
labour movement. As a2 lzsbour member of the Council
‘between 1218 and 1921) Hedgens was nbliged to obey certain
instructions from the LRC, such as making reports of Council
ousiness to the LRAC, Sut Hodgens refusad to co-operate
with Ross, when he, as secretary of the LRC attempted to
obtain such resoris during 1818 and sarly 1820, Hodgens
claimed that he was responsible not to the LAL, but Lo the
carpenters' uniaon, and by the time of the 1920 Annual Con-
ference, that uniop, and with it Hodgens, had disaffiliated
from the PMLRC, The PMLP hranch formed in early 19218 had
meanwhile dissolved, so that Hodgens and his supporters had
in effect left the MZLP aliogether, Joe Hodgens' star,

Fouwever, was far from being eclipsed,

9y this time Ross had all but lost his sarliier
nosition aof influence in the MILP, In 1916 Ross had been
a memter of the party's ftlatinnal Executive, At the 1317
Annual Conference it was decided that the Mational Executive
members should represent different aress and Ross was
glected as Executive memner for Palmerston MNorth, in 1818,
howewver, he lost that positicn to Zillah Gill, Then in
1919, an indication of Ross's flagging support in Palmerston
Morth fas the office of Divisional Area Executive member,
as it w=s celled, was decided by & poll of local affiliated
ocrganisatinons)} Joe Hodgens became Palmerston Morth's repres-
tative on the Mational Executive, “odgens, however,

soon rtesigned from the ngsition,

slith Hodgens and the carpenters' union no longer
members of The B2M3DP or t=e PYULRC, Ross seems to have teen
to inject more of his left-wing socialism into the LRC.
went so far zs 2n attempt to have the 1921 Annual

rence scceot nis groposal for the abholition of the
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2rhifration hstween the rabbhers zrnd trh2 pobbed", nd fthat

me saliticsl garty sheuld kesp in touch wibh frme indus-—
097 — - . -
trizl mowvemant’ The qulf Zetuween Foss and fthe HZLE w=zs
Aow wider fLhzn sver, In 1218 tne "ZLFP i=d acceoted the

z
srihlitrstinn system as =n essential camgromiss to achlevs
d

unity. By 1321 even the former "Re

.(
than to thz alternsitive tactic of indu t
strikes, Zven the 2nti-pelitical Alliznce of Lzbour was,
E

by the early 1320s, beginning to see Lhe importance of

arbitraticn, ~s deteriorating economic conditions gave
oo

direct actian 2 dubisus zpoeal, T-e remit yas defezted.

The contlict netween the two “"z=lmarston “orth factions
rezched 2 climex inm 1827, It finally rtevolved around the

T
~Jestion of who should represent the MIL2 in fhe Calmersicn

electorzte in the 1572 general election, The BAMLEC, and
Rnss, chose Yictar Fhristensen, =nd he was in fact 2ndorszd
by the MZLP “ational Executive in lzte 1727. ‘ut then a
cnmnla2int was recelived by the Hetional secretary of the
sarty, "nsss ‘yrton, alleging that there hed seen "irregul-
arities” in cennection with Christensen's nomination.”  The
ceanlaint came from 3.2, Carty, a member of the local "SR5,
F'me “"ation=zl Execuiive decided to hold an incuiry, anc

zlthough they found that the allecged "irrsqularities” were
without foundation, they suggested that the ballat he re-
onened, Tnis the PMLEC refused to do. The Lxecutive then
sent two af its number, Pster Fraser and Tom Arindle, to
PJalmersten Morth in 2n endeavour +to settle the cuestion., At
nmeeting hzld in June 1372 it was decided to lzy 2ll the

A
detalls of the dispute hefore the Annusl C:nferencs t£o he

-t

.t the Conference one of the first items on the zgencsa

l

i)

i

Falnerston *orth Jispuie! To %ass's constarn-
e

Matlaonal Executive ororosed that 2 special comm-

ittee of five te appointed to ceonsider the matter. Tre
cammitiee wes farmed, =2n2 duly met, wihen 1% reneorted k=ck
£tn the Conference, Pat Yickey, its chairman, stated that

tne Tmaiority af the cowmmitise "were snocked 2t the Tevels:tiz
*219."51 5 the comvicies c2uls nat sores granimcuslso o0

1 CAaursz Sf osctiat, 2 g igriftg oinn noTiny ratarh o erns



nTonased, The former callsd for the re-osening of the
ballat, the latter for the confirmation of Christensen's
nominatian, The maiority report wes out to the Confer-

encz2, with an =2mendment from Peter Frzser:

That we declare Palmerston Morth owit of
the official Labour seats to be contested
this coming general election.

This motinn to declare Palmerston "blzack', was only narrouw-
ly defeated, while the majority report was carried.ua Ross
later alleged that Conference voted on the issus without

Raving any eof the details of the dispute before it.

The ballot was re-opened, and by early lGcoctober a new
candidate for the Falmerston seat had been chosen, endorsed
by the MNaticonal Executive, as the official NZLP candidate,

This was Joe Hodgens.

Modgens had somehow recovered his position iIn the
Palmerston North political labour movement, while Ross had
211 but lost his, A letter received by the NzZLP national
secretary in Roril 1322 was perhaps a manifestation of the
backstage moves by which Hodoens and his supporters under-

mined Ross's position, Tt read:

it a meeting of the Palmerston North Socizal
Democratic Party held lsst night, [}pril 24
it was wunanimously decided to alter the name
af the Social Democratic Farty to thszt of
"The Palmerston Morth Branch of the ey
Zealand Lsbour Party." Rimdly note b

It was sent by Ross, wha had now become secretary aof the

OMEP branch. But not for long.

8y the end eof 13922 Ross had sewvered all links with
the PNLP {(2nd hence also with the NZLP), In the 1922
general electian Christensen stogd as the "Indegendent
Labour Candidate", with the backing of Ross and his

supoorters, in competition with Joge Hodgens, the "Gfficial

Labour Candidate, """
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Tre 1022 cermeral election was a foretaste of the 1231

and 1735 ele

0

tisns, fought against the Bbackground of

economic deoressicn {in this case that of 1221-.22), It

n
wzs not savere encugh, nowever, to seriously threaten
Reform's supnort, The MZLP attecksd the GCovernment's
deflaticnary economic measures {which included salary and
wace cuts,) Labour offegred a positive electorsl platform,
nramising =meong other things a 40-hour week, motherhood
endownent, and pensions for widouws and invalids, The
result {lLabour won 25 per cent of the vote and seventeen
seats) showed that while the party had now secured the vote
of the urban wan? earner, it had failed to attract white-

. ol
collar supoort, izt alone that of the farmers,

In Palmerstion Joe Hodoens was more succassful, Balmm
s wzge earners had already demonstrated their
he MZLP in 1919, As Hodgens realized, it ves
he wore cecnservative "middle section' of the
Balmerston electorate. In renly to accusaticns that he
stacd Tor "extreme labour™, he attempted to make use of his

recard of service to the community:

I have dwelt in this toun ameng yvou for 16 vezrs
and_pave done all that a respectable citizen can
dO.C..

In this, however, Hodgens could not compete with the sitting
Reform member, James Nash, Hodgens took 40,1 per cent of
the vote, less than Ayrton had wan in 1219, it was in fact
an impaortent zdvance on the 1318 result, because Hodgens

had another, independent labour candidate te contend withj
Victor Christensen. The lztter polled six per cent of the

voete, six per cent that would almost certainly have otherwise

End
53

gane to Hndnens,

The =lectisn was the first and only time that Rgss
tested the electoral appeel of his dactrinaire saciaslism,
which Christensan represented, And fer Hoss the electlon
was a means a7 venting his spleen on the Labour Party, His
bittermess was understandable, but his political naYvety
astonishing, He called on Hodgens to withdrasw from the

carnaign, tc make way for CThristenmsen, whose “"profoung
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, . s R . .. 693
knowledge of =zconomics”™ hetter qualifisd him for office.

“nd ne accused Hodgens aof having "scabbed” during the 1818
by—election.TD Ross alsao had something to say about the
WFLP's land policvy: that it was drawn up by men who knew
nothing about farming, and that i1t was cesigned to deceive
the small farmer. And in two letters published in the

Standard#, Ross acquainted the electorate with the details

of the "split in the Palmerston Morth labour ranks.”7

Christensen and Ross were portrayed as rtadicals by
Hodgens, the latter claiming that he was much "nearer? to
the labour mavement than ROSS.?z The most controversial
and colourful issue dividing the two groups, however, was

the falmerston North Socialist Sunday School.

Socialist Sunday Schools had existed in New Zealand
as early as 1912, when one was established in Yaihi. in
1215 a Socialist Sunday School was formed in Christchurch,
under the leadersnip of J.H.G. Chaople, 2 former 'Ynitarian
Minister. The school gave children religious training, as
at conventional sunday schools, and lessons in the evils of
canitalism. it was still meeting in the mid-twentles.
Chapple camnaligned for the establishment of schools in
other sreas, a2nd in 1819 one was started in ‘uckland. Ross
slso responded to Chapole'’s call, and in September 1920 =
Socialist Sunday School was set up in Palmerston North,

In 13921 Ross described its first year of activities:

Fvery Sunday the Sunbeams [@hildrei] have the
glerious gosoel of Socielism explained to them.
The teachers make clear to Lhe Sunbeams how
wrong 2nd unjust the present system is, how

the workers are onoressed and robbed of the
fruits of their labor. We emphasize the
spirit of internationalism .... Socialist
songs are suna every_gunday, the "Red Flzag!
never being omitted.

There were alsao classes in astranomy and evolution, and,
one of Raoss's particular interests, in the international

language of Esperanto,. Like its counteroart in Christchurch,

*  The Yanawaituy fvenlng Standard.
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in 1822,

During the 1922 election campaign Hodgens used the
school as & bogey, dissociating himself from its "blasphem-
ous ‘f.eat:hir'\.g.”?q In 2 letter to the Times YVYindex"
described one of the hymns sung at the schoel as an "anar-
chist lullaby"; and accused Ross of beimg the "originator,
preceptor-in~chief and Pooh-Zah generally aof this agency
for suimsrging the childmind in religious unbelief.“TE
Those involved in the schocl were guick to defend it,

One of its teachers, Emma 2irdsall, took particular excep-
tion to the charge that ths school was anti-religicus. She

=
1

cuoted omne of the hymns sung, the Tirst verse of which ran:

One caosmic brotherhood,
Cne universal good,

Cne source, 92ns swayl
Cne purpose mcoulding us,
GCod enfolding us, .-
in love aluay,
Christensen was also & teacher at the schoaol, and his
associztion with it 2ppears to have finally damned him in

i
the eyes aof the electorate.

Ross had been rejected, by the NZLP, the PMLP and the
Oslmerstan electorate, His intellectual aparoach to
politics, his complex theories and Marxist rhetoric, his
helief in the need for fundamental changes in Mew Zealand
society; these were all characteristics out of place in
Mew 7ealand cnlitics, In the end his obstlnancy, his
inability to modify or compromise his socislist principles,
cost him all, He lazster declzred that he had left the

Labour Party because 1t:

«ee 3d decarted from its socialist princinles
in favour =f onzortunist tactics more likely 79
to cztch votes fraom the unthinking multitude.
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To Ross socialism was a kind of secular relioien (he

glieved Christianity was a "lingering examnle of medieval

{r

[

ugerstitions™) in which capitalism, not Satan, was the

78 . . . . . ,
2nemy., A1l trappings of capitalism were to De outlawed
according to Rass's bluesrint; for example gambling was

"something wvile and demoralizing,” He once asserted

that although "lagically"”,

«es the czse for Socialism is irrefutable .,.
this fact alane is not all sufficing. e an
have to convince the average worker of this,

Raoss was no sooulist; his politics were derived not From
whzt the electgrate wanted, but from what wes in their
intarest, =2s he saw it in the light of seoccialist theory.81
For him the Socialist Sunday School was an educational
medium for spreading the "gloriocus gospel of Soclialism.”
And as a propagandist, Ross snjoyed the controversy that
its existence provoked, {Ross claimed that the school had

been "repeatedly attzcked oy our local capitalist press.”81)

The PMSDP itself was a propaganda organisation,
Ross used it to erect a wall of ideological hostility
between the party end the local community, If was more an
intellectual movement than a political party. and unlike
nost “Mew Zealzand lzbour parties 1t was not trade uwnion

dcminated, Ross himself was a middle-class radical.83

T
i

nis distinctive characteristic was partly evidenced in

the prominent role of several wamen in the PMSDD,

The most notable of these was Zillanh Gill, who was an
zctive member of the PAM3DP between 1917 and 1821, In 1817
she heceme a Labour member on the Palmerston Morth Hospital
S2card {(having been first elected to the Zgard in 1815,
witheut a Labeour ticket.) She retaimned her seat until
1321, being one of only two successful Labour candidates
in laocal body politics throughout the nzricd 1816 to 1335,
At the second Annual Conference of the MZLP she was elected
‘'ztional Executive member for Palmerston Marth, and in

1
1219Q Zegame ~n exzcutive member of the [NSTP, At the

]

1219 Canference 5111 made a nrotest agalnst the cantinued



existence of "child labor” in Mew Zezland, 2nd again

s
noar standard of classrocms and eguicment in dNew Zgaland
schools.eé Thesea =z2xpressions seem ©o have been tyoicol
of her welfare orientatad pollitical sentiments, for G1ll
was not 2 militant socialist like Ross. Indeed she wss

aple to ceowbine inveolvement in the BMNSOP with am zctive

<

role in the local YCTY, an eminently respectable (and
Christian) organisaticn, By 1921, however, she had with-

drawn from 211 sctive involvement in Palmerston peolitics,

Another leading PNSOP member was Emma Sirdsall, She
attended the 1220 and 1921 annusal conferences of the Labour
Pa

ot

y as a PM3SDP delegate,. At the 1320 Conference she was
ointed to the importamt immigration policy committees.
Birdsall was also a teacher at the Palmerston Morth Social-
izt 3Junday School, And like Gill she wes a WCLTA member,
Finally, her association with the Palmerston Morth political

labour movement appears to have ended after 1321,

Although neither Gill nor Zirdsall were doctrinaire
radicals, they were willing to accept Ross's intellectual
lgadership, and embrace his socialist vision. Far & hrief
period Ross brought a real ideolagical and intellectual
force to the Palmerston %orth political labour movement,
and for awhile & smzll number of Palmerstonians were
receptive to his spcialist message, Ts those concerned
with votes won for the Labour Party rather thanm minds
converted to socialism, however, Ross was a liability.

Joe Hodgens believed so, and with the support of the NZLP
leadershio, he had by 1222 convinced the majority among the
local labour movement of this. And unlike almost all

MZLP leaders Ross was not a trade unionist, making his
position vulnerable in a party comprised of trade unionlists
and ex-trade unionists.85 In Palmerston Morth Ross lacked
both the union links and the electorsl or popular appeal

which Hodgens enjoyed.

After 13972 Ross's involvement in the political

labour movement was limitad to a few criticisms of the

25 -~ . :
Labaur Party, In 1324 Peter Fraser made a bitter and
unfair, but nrohably true, 2valuation af -now the NZLE falt
abocut RAoss's departure:



There were no sighs, except of relief, at
getting rid of the fretful bickering which
at last amounted tTo bgredom, when "r, Ross
bade the Party adieu,50

Rod Ross died in 1934, in Palmerston North, to the end

rigidly adhering to his Socialist.philosophy.g?



3. Joe Hodgens and the Dalmerston MNorth

Labour Party in the Tuenties,

in 1922 the Palmerston Morth political labour maove-
ment entered the mainstream of Mew Zealand labour politics,
with 2 moderate and non-doctrinaire PMLP comprissd almost
entirely of moderate and pragmatic trade unionists, Joe
Hodgens did more than any other to achieve this position.
Yet Labour'™s electoral record in Palmerston North during
the remainder of the twenties was disappointing and frus-
trating, The electoral record is only one dimension of &
political party's existence, however. The activities of
the PNLP in-between elections provide an interesting and
important insight into the character and functicns of the

party.

Joe Hodgens was no militant socilalist like Ross,

His political objectives were much more practical and
limited. Put crudely, Hodgens simply wanted to ensure that
the underdog - whether the warker or the pensioner - got a
Fair qo. In the words of aone of his suooorters, Hodgens
stood for "the uplift of his fellows and for the general
happinmess of houman saciety.”1 Like the majority af Labour
leaders ne wanted to abolish poverty rather than capitalism,
By the early tuwenties Hodgens was the aristocrat of the
Palmerston North labour movement; & skilled fradesman wilth
his own building business, an employer 27 labour, and a hamne
oumer.3 Mis staunch Catholicism anﬁ genial personality
orecluded his support of Ross's dogmatic and antagonistic
smcialism.é He was a scciallist by sentiment rather than

by doctrine, motivated politiczlly by an emotional identif-
ication with the interests and the concerns of the workers,
af whom he was a member., The criticel factior in his tise t©
pocwer was his local acceptability, bhis popular appeal in
Balmerston Morth, lLocal =zcceptability was 2 prerecuisite
fer elecioral success in Palmersticn “Yorth, And zalthough a
labourite, Hodgens was vyet accepteble tecause he was a
representative of 'samne lzbour!, rather than a militant.

Tre re=aciion of the Times to Hedgens!'! break with bthe CMLRE
in 1221 revezls the importamce of this distinction, The

"

=cito roup’ whi

L]

claimed that the TYLRC waz a "minority Al

18]
1

-
e
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.+ Ni2s tried to impose irksome and humiliating
restrictians upon its former nominee, mr,
Fodgens seems ta have gone as far s he reason-
ably can in meetino the wishes of his sponsars,
but when these taook the shape of peremptory

and unreasonable demands he found if irreconci-
liable with his self-respect to retain his
association with the group in guestion, Coun-
cillor Hodgens is a practical man who realizes
that public life is largely a matter of com-
promise and reciprocity and that ... much more
can be achieved for the purpose one has in view by
a policy of give and take than by an attitude
of aloofress and irreconcilability,. His affil-
iations are and have always been with organised
Labour, and he finds amorgst his {Borough
Counciil colleagues a vein of real sympathy for
all reasonable representations on Labour's
bahalf, What more natural than that he should
resent the attempted dictataorship of a little
group of impracticables unacguainted with the
many—-faced problems of administration.

Considered together with the 1822 eglection result the impli-
cation was clear; in Palmerstaon the NZLP needed a candidate
who was both well knouwn and respected locally, and whose

labour politics uwere moderate and conciliatory,

Having successfully dislodged Rass from the leader-
ship of the Balmerston Marth political labour movement,
Hodgens and his supporters set about consolidating their
position, Hodgens became president of the PNLP tranch and
PMLRC, while Percy Robinsen and Robert McGlone (both of
whom were on Hodgens'! election committee in 1922) became
secretary and vice~president respectively of the PNLP branch,
Robertson also became secretary of the PMLRC, In 1823
Hodoens was elected as the NZLP's fdational Executive member
for Palmerston Narth, And at the 13923 Annual Conference
(in early fApril) they succeeded in having a remit carried
which effectively exiled Ross and Christensen, and their

supnorters, from the Labour Pariy. It read:

That the following persons shall be disqualified
from standing as a Parliamentary candidate for
six years and as & wunicipal candidate for

four years: fnybody who being a member of the
natty, stands as a candidate except under
the nomination of ithe party; anybody who 1s a

member of the party, and, who noaminates oL
openly sugpparts an opeoonent of the pariy,”



Joseph Hodgens.,

(Palmerston North Public Library.)
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Hedgens now felt free to return to local body politics,
2nd 1n the fpril municipal elections he regained his seat
on the Council, He did so on the LRC ticket, suggesting
that his break with the PNLRC in 1921 was more a reflection
of his hostility to Ross than his distaste for LRE regul-
ations. (In fact in May 1923 he gave a2 talk on Council
business te the local ASRS.) The LEBL ran three candidates
for Council, and one for the Hospitel Board, Inly Hodgens
was successful, a pattern that was to remain unchanged for
the remainder of the ozriod under Study.? In the campaign
there was a noticeable lack of Labour municipal policy in
the speeches of the Labour candidates, an indication of

the effect of Ross's departure,

In some ways the absence of Ross and his small band
of socialists was a serious lass for the Palmersteon North
palitical labour movement, particularly in regard to the
role of the PNLP in the formation of NZLP policy. It
lacked a figure of Ross's intellectual stature, and conse-
quently tecame an obedient supporter of policies made else-
where. In 1924 however, the ?7'LP did play an important
part in helping establish the first contacts between the
NZLP and the MWsoris (although an effective electoral
alliance betueen the two was neot achisved until the 19305.8)

Rangi Mawhete, a Macrl resident of Palmerston MNorth,
initiated theses moves by writing to the PNLP sugoesting a
conference between Labour and Maori leaders. Hodgens
relayed the letter to the partyt!s MNatinonal Executive, a
conference was duly convened, at the Parawanul Pa, near
Bulls, in December 1924.9 The PMLRC arranged accaommodation
for the NZLP legaders in Palmerston North (including Holland,
Semple and fcCombs) and provided transport out to the Pa,
Finally, “Yodgens was cne of the speakers at the meeting
held on December 20, =t which severzl Maori lezaders spoke

strongly in favour of the MNZLP,

The BPHNLP also veczame involved inm the peace movement

. . P . N L. '!_D
of the twenties, in which the MZLP played an active role.’

Indeed, one member of the leocal labour movement had



34

Ris znti-war

H

achisved martyrdom, during 1217 and 1512, fo

troduced cons-

-

sentiments, 3y 1917 the Sovernment had 1

=3

cription, despite the opuosition of the ew Zealand labour
movement In March 1917 ™Mark EBriggs was arrested in
Palmerston Morth Tor refusing to "sarade™ for anm zrmy
medical examination after heing called up. After being
court martialled three times, he was forcibly transported
to France, There his consistent refusal to perform milit-
ary service resulted in his being given "Field Punishment
No, 1" (in which the victim was tied to a stake with his
arms outstretched and left in the cpen for sesveral hours),
and being literally dragged into the front line.12 He was
finally returned to New Zealand in late 1218, 8riggs had
been one of the radicals of the Manawatu flaxmill workers'
union during the esarly 12810s, but in 1315 he had moved to
RPalmerston Morth and gone into an suctioneering business,
During the twenties and thirties he became zan active member

of the 2NLP, and in 1836 the former war "shirker was

appointed to the Legislative Council,

The NZLP, and Harry Holland in particular, became the
champion of the canscientious objectors like Briggs, using
the evidence of their hercic pacifism and brutal treatment
in protests against the war, The NZLP's pacifist senti-
ments were kept alive during the twenties and early in the
decade the party set up the Mo More lar ﬂovement.1a In
September 1324 national "Moo More War! demonstraiions were
held, and in Palmerston North the local Labour Party took
an active part in their organisation and leadership.1
In 1828 the 2MLRLC put forward a rtemit a2t the Annual Caonfer-
ence of the Labour Fzrty calling for the abolition of
caompulsory military training and the organisation of further
neace demonstrations, By 1829 Palmexrston Morth had its
own Ma More WYar Movement branch, which held open air

meetings in the Sguare in the summer of 12238-30.

The reaction af the Standard's editcr to the 1824

nezce demanstration was characteristically negative, The
demonstrators were criticized for their political naivety
(in honing to bring an end to warfare). The fact that the

Labeur Party was involved, znd that the protest was held on
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a Sunday, zlso provoked the edfitor's disapproval, These
circumstances alsc inhibited local church leaders from
participating, Percy Robinson later rebuked tha Palmerston
Morth Council of Christian Churches for its refusal to take
part in the demonstration, Mon-religiocus activity an
Sunday was still widely disapproved of in this period, and
the frzouent Sunday meetings of the Palmerston dNonth polit-
ical labour movement sometimes alienated local community
leaders, During the 1918 by-eglection the openly pro-Refgorm
editor of the Standard claimed that such meetings uwere
offensive, And in 1921 the Borough Council placed a temp-
orary ban on the use of public halls for Sunday meetings
(a move which the Worker called "thick-crusted ignorance."15)
In June 1824 several PNLP supporters were threaztened with
police prosecution for selling political cpamphlets at =z

Sunday meeting of labaurites.1?

The MZLP approached the 13925 general election aggress-
"8 Unfortunately for the PNLP
Joe Hodgens declined nomination as the party'!s candidate in
both the 1925 and 1828 electiens {for what he called

. 19 . .
"personal and domestic" reasons, =} He was still active

ively confident of victory.

in the party, however, and in 1925 hecame election committee

chairman for the new candidate, Walter Jromley,

Walter Sromley was a Wellington trade union leader
{another "importation" as James MNash derisively referred to
non-local Labgur candidatesgo), national secretary of the
Amalgamated Engineers’ Union, and secretary of the Wellingtan
Trades and Labgur Council, He was also orominent in the
MZLP, having been assistant natiomnal secretary in 1923, and

p
a member af the Matiomal Executive in 1925.2’

Bromley opened his campaign early in October, 2nd from
the beginning gave cansiderable attention to the NZILP's
olatform "showpiece™ for the 1925 election, the usehold land
policy.zz He parroted the NZLP's lire of =zttack on
Reform's agricultural administration, and its handling of
farmers' problems, arguing that Labour's usehold tenure was
better than Reform’s "wortgagehcld" and land SDECUthiDﬂ.?E

J2mes Mash's response was to reassert his, zand his partv's,
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helief in freehold, and emphasize his identificatiaon with
the interests of the primary producers, Labour weas filight-
ing 2 lost battle, for =2s Sinclair points out, bv fhe

. e o . 24
twenties lznd tenure reform was a political anachronism,

The British shipping strike which tan during the
glection campaign provided Lzbour's opponents with valuyable
propaganda, Bromley's response was defensive and repud-
iatory; he "hoped" that strikes, which were an "ugly
weapon", would "some day" be "laid aside.”25 Sromley was
at least a moderate, The Palmerston electorate, however,
also demanded that their parliamentary representative be a
native son, And nothing could prevent "Coates and
Confidence” from sweeping Pslmerston in 1925.28 James
wash won his largest ever majority, reducing Labour's

supnott to 32,9 nper cent aof the vote,

The result was a serious sethack for the PNLP;
Reform had never looked safer in Palmerston, It was a
nationwide phencmenon, expressing the electorate's indiff-
erence to the policies and ideology of the NZLP.z? New
Zealanders were more than satisfied with the praosperity
which Reform anpeared to represent, and which it promised
to maintain, Labour was in the doldrums. MZLP membership
stagnated in the second hzlf of the twenties; less than
2,000 new members joined the party bastween 1925~28 and
1928-29, compered with over 20,000 between 1921-22 and
132526, The growth of the party's electoral support was
also checked. The MNZLP reacted by consciously attempting
to adjust its policies to poditical reslities, and by 1328
the party had all but abandoned the contentious socializ-

ation objective as an immediate aim.

The PNLE also suffered these vicissitudes, from the
indifference af the electorate, The prosperity of the mid-
twenties seemed to have bred a lack of interest in politics.
This was perhaps implicit in the support faor Reform, and
symbolized by its slogan "More business in government znd
e d The PMLP itself was infect-

ed by it, In 1927 Ffrancis 2llerby, secretary of the PNLRC,

less government in business,

comolzined to the Warker that only the "faithful feow? turned
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un at LRC'meetings.”U Such membership zpathy is not
wrcaonmon in politiczl parties, which often lapse into a
state of in=ction between elections, But the BMLP alss
lost interest in pelitics, finding temoorary distraction
in a new f{put already lost) cause, prohibition, At the
Annual Conferences of 1926, 1327 and 18328 the PMNLP
attempted to have the MZLP adopt pgrohibition as a policy
plztform, =2pparently oblivicus to the flagging support of
this reform, in the party and in the New 7Zealand s=lector-
ate, By 1228 the prohibition movement had in fact

31
caollapsed,

In the immediate post-war period Paelmerston Morth
had a strong and effective ligoor reform mavement, The
local lzbour movement had many “drys" in its ranks,
including Raoss, 2yriton and HBromley, There was no clear
or official relationship, however, betwsen the Palmerston
Morth political labeour movement and the local prohibition

movement,

Table II, Erohibiticn Poll Returns, 1218-1328

Poll “%age vote for prohibition
Dalmerston Mew Zealand
1219 (1) 54,7 42,0
1219 (2) 52.7 £3.8
1922 53.1 48 .6
1925 50,4 07,3
1028 62,1 a0, ?2
Sgurce: R. Newman "New Zealand's Vnote For

Prohibition in 19117, MZJH, Z2:1, 137%,
p.56.4 MOT 11 April 12919; 18 December
1919; MES & December, 1822; S November

122%: 15 November 1228,

At the national level the nrohibition issue was a
constant source of internal disunity in the MNZLB, but by
13220 the carty had decided to remain zloof of the -syestion

by suoporting the system of trienmnial preohiniticn =zo0lls,



with state control as a third option,

Within the labour movement there was widespread
support for prohibition, In Palmersten Morth the leading
members af the PNSDP were "drys”. At the 1218 Apnnual
Conference Zillah Gill, on behalf of the PNSOP, called for
the removal of the third option of state control from the
party's prohibition nlatform, Gill, and Emma Birdsall,
were members of the local WCTU, and therefore among the
more ardent supporters of prohibition, &t 2 meeting of
the Palmerston MNarth METU in April 1819, Gill asttempted fo
impress upon her fellow members the important difference
between the NZLP and the PAMSDP on the issuye; the lgEter,

she emphasized, was in favour of total prohibition.

Rozs's prohibition sentiments give some indication of
the complex and chameleon-like nature of the issue. Person-—
ally he was a teetotaller, As 2 radicel sacizlist he
disliked the middle-class mature of the prohibition movement,
and hence had mothing to do with the Mew Zealand Alliance,

As a democrat he fTavoured z bare-majority poll to decide
the questicn, His socialism made the aption of steate
ceontrol apnealing, but he felt that his anti-liguor senti-
ments overrcde this, He strongly opposed any compensatiaon
for the "liguor trade™, however, believing thet financial
compensation should he paid instead to the workers who

Z
would lose their jobs if prehibition was J'.m:rc:ch_lc:ed."3

The rcuestion of whether the prohibition sentiments of
PHLP membhers won the pariy votes at election time is again
complex, Only Christensen, (in the 1922 general election),
made it into an election issue, though to little effect it
seems, In the 1828 election camp=ign, the president of
the local branch of the Mew Zealand Alliance, H,L, Pacey,
urged prohibitionists to vote for Walter Bromley (who was
zgain the labour candidate for 9zlmerston), 2remley was

known to be a "dry", and Pacey endorsed him because of this,

not hecause he supgorted Sromley's Labour palitics, This
was not an unusuzl tactic by the Alliance [supporting a
candidate Recause he or she was 2z prohibitionist, irrespec-

i s o

tive =¥ nariy 2llenlcncas), Tre negative press reaction



ts Pzcey's =2ction, and the fzct that Sremley made no ztiemnt
tc zcknowlecdge or vtilize this endorsement, suggests that
this link between the lccal Labour Party and prohibition
novement was unprecedented and one—way.34 There were many
"drys"™ ameng the Palmerston North political labour movement,
but there was no continuous or corganisational connection

with the local prohibition movement. Nor is there any
evidence to suggest that prohibition was a vate catcher for
Labour, or non-Labour, candidates in Palmerston. Most
voters seem to have kept their politics and their prohibition
separate, The two most successful candidates ia this period,
James Mash and Joe Hedgens, maintained an independent stand
on the issue, And the general spread of the "dry" vote
among Palmerston polling booths in the prohibition pells
serves to reinforce the canclusion that it was generally

. . - . 35
considered a non-political, non-partisan 1issue.

By the mid-twenties the temperance cause was steadily
losing support, and as far as the NZLP was concerped the
issue had been buried by 1920, The PNLP disagreed. At
the 1828, 1927 and 1928 Annual Conferences the delegates of
the PNLP branch and PNLRC presented prohibition remits, on
each occasion they were defeated. The guestion at stake,
they argred, was how the labour movement could most effect-
ively fight the "“liguor trade", "one of the worst Capital-
istic monopolies in the Country"™, and an implacable enemy
of the Labour Darty.za It was not a auestion of supporting
the prohibition movement (which, it was conceded, was also
"anti-labour™), but rather of using prohibition as a weapon

against the devilish "liaouor trade".3?

This was not a new argument; support for prohibition
not as a moral reform but as a means of striking at capital-

. 38
ism,

Yet 1t wss not simply a cuestion aof political creed,
of socizlism (the PMLP) versus capitalism (the "liguor
trade'), State control hzd theoretically osrovided a sop

for such socialist sentiments since 1919. 8nd had the PHLP

nat long before rejected militant socizlism? {in the fTorm
.F

s
of Rod Ross and the PHSDR,) Indeed the proponents of these

orohibiticon remits were loyal supoorters of Joe Hodgsns

{thaugh Yodgens hirself had temporarily withdrawn from



a0

active inveolvement in the PHLP,) They inclucded one wvery
middle-class Palmerston YMorth lzbourite, Bob Davidson;

an established businessman, car owner and homeouner.39
These facis suggzst that their supnort for prohibition

was apolitical, but that their Labour sympathies forced
them to repudiate the middle-class led prohibition move-
ment 2nd to envelop their prohibition remiis to Conference

in socialist rhetoric.

¥
The apaithy of the eslectorats =nd ¢f the labour movement

laa

its

w

1f was a major problem for the Labour Party, in Palmer-
ston North and zt the nztional level, ine techpigue emploved
by the NZLP %o combat 1t wzs Lo send out tourinag speakers

=zt regular intervals, Throughout the period many well
known Labour lzaders mgde visits to Palmerston florth for

this reason (they included Harry Holland, James Thorn,
Robert Semple and Peter Fraser.) The PHLE spent much time
and effort trvying to atiract them, For this purpose ine
PMLRC in 1927 promised any members of the Parliementary
Labour Party who found trhemselves "at a leoose end and
requiring a2 change from the windy city" a "pleasant week-
end” in Palmersten !‘Jr:arth.é'lD The visiting speakers usually
attended meetings of the PNLP branch and PMLRC, as well as
making public speeches, in the summer cften in the Sqguare,
Political pamphlets were distributed at these Labour rallies,
often obtainmed through the Clarté Sook Room, the MZILP's

. . &
hook-store lccated in Lu‘elllngton.'1

Another important activity was fund raising, as the
lLabour Partys' {inances were always in a precarious state,

n
In Pzlperston Maort

h a variety of methods were emnloyed,
including ccllections =zt meetings, donations from indiv-
iduals and affiliate T s, raffles, button sales

d crganisation
and card tournaments, In 1925 local lzbourites (mainly
th

o
nen) formed the Palmerston N

wom oT Socisl Club, The
Socizl Club held wsekly, and someitines bi-ueekly, euchre
tournaments, ttendance varied between about 150 and 200,
and the manesy raized was contributed o the MNZLD, I%
ccntinued to fumction until 1932,



l=bour ~ovement, z non-~political meeting rzoundg uhere
members could get to know one amnother, Th=a PMSDP had

held such socilzl svenings, and by the early 1830s the

PMLP branch was stzging annuzl socials a2nd dances, In
13924 the branch had a nines member social committee, As
Plumridge has pointed out, politiczl narties satisfy social

42 This was

rneeds as well as political aspirations.
perhapos particularly so during the depression, when econcmic
hardship may have restricted the participation of wage
earners {workers and wives) in other social activities,

fven during the twenties, however, it was a vital feature

of the PMLP, helping sustain the party during inter-election
periods, Significantly, this social dimension aof the PHNLP
evolved out of the social zctivities of the local trade
uniosn movement, The unicns had social clubs or social
committees, some af which organised regular dances and
sporting events. The railwaymen, Longburn freezing workers
and the local Post & Telegraph fssociation held nicnics,

The highpoint of the labour movement's social calendar was

the annual "Manawszstu Trades Union "ignic,” The first wzs
held in 19820, at the Ashhurst Domain, and in 1523 some
43

1500 people attended,

For the Palmerston Morth political labour movement
the tuenties ended in frustration, its electoral support
actually falling until, in 1828, it was just above the 1814
level, In 13928 Labour faced a serious challenge frem an
alternative conservative party, 2s for the first time since
1214 the Liberal Party {under the new name of United) ran
a2 candidate in Palmerston. Both the NZLP and the Liherels
correctly perceived the public's disillusionment with the
nerformance of the Coates fovernment, but Labour setiocusly

nderestimated the threat from the revived and re-organised

}

U
L

I

beral Party.

t

In Yalmerston Walter Bromley agzain stood foar Labour.
his cempz=ign with a discussion of the latest
poclicy, The party had finally come to accept

d tenure, an acknowledgement cof Hew

1 -ealiftizs, 8s elsguwhere in Mew Zezaland,
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the MZILP wasg Onf1c1u17y pledged to restrict borrowing, =nd
Reform attacked Yerd's financial policy 2s ane of 'hsorrouw,
boor and burst™, United hypnotized the electcrate by
{zpparently) pramising to greatly expznd the nld Peform
policy of Yloans and uarks.”ﬂS fs an alternstive conserv-
ative party,(Labour was Stll_ radical, "benesth the surface™,
according to Jem Mash“ ) United in Palmerston made siani-
ficant inroads intg Labour's suprort, The !nited czndidate,

C.A. Loughnan (a retired salicitor) tgok 21,7 per cent of
the vote, l=zaving Bremley with 28,0 per cent, For the
PHMLP it wszs 2 sombre warning that given a mors moderate
alternative to Labour, the Palmerston electorate was only
)

teo support 1It,



£, Depression, Dissensisn and Victory.

The depression arrived in New Zealand, and in Palm-
erston North, in the late 1920s, For the Palmerston “arth
political labour movement it brought bitter interpal feud-
ing, ending in the near dissolution of the PNLP, Eccnomic
hardship, whether through unemployment or wage and salary
reductions, acted as a catalyst to militancy for many
Dalmerston workers, The tesult was another split in the
local labour movement, This conflict first appeared im
1231 and it was not finally resclved Qntil 1938, Cnce
again Hodgens championed the moderates, but this time the
threat from the left came from 2 small band of communists,
The vehicle for their challenge to Hodgens'! domination of
the Palmerston Mortn political lzbour movement was the #UUM,
and its local branch, the PNUWM, The depression also

brought victory at the polls for Joe Hodgens, but only just,

Although the full severity of the depression did not
hit Palmerston Morth until 1831, the first sywmptons were
apparent pefore the twenties drew to a close.1 Tables IIT
and IV give an indication of the timing =2nd severity of the
depressiaon, The valus of building construction in Pzlm-
erston Morth declined by over 75 per cent betuween 12Z3-30
and 1331-32, while the number of unemployed incressed by

fourteen times between July 1928 znd July 1231,

Table 11T, £Vslue of Building Permits i

A
Palmerston Morth, 1828 - 1836,
Year £ Yalue
1929-20 283,810
19320-31 147,131
1831-32 £5,069
1932-33 55,253
1233-34 87,8318
17134=30 74,712
193E~36 132,113
Zource: Lacal Tutharitiss Mondhonok oF tlay
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Tzble IV, Palwerston Morth Registered Unemploysd,
1928~1335,
Date Mg, on unemployed register,
Palmerston Morth
8 July 122¢ 28
7 July 1230 134
4 July 1931 1272
2 July 18932 185G
1 July 1223 1344
7 July 1234 1150
E July 1835 1338
 Maximum registersd unemployed 1,621 on the
5 “ugust, 1932,
Source: JHR, 1828 - H 11 893 1820 - 1235 ~ H3S,

ate the economic distress caused by

]~

Efforts to 21llev
ession, above-zll by unemployment, dominated the
s of the Palmerston Morth lzbour movement after
1928, The PMLS weas in fTact so oreoccupied with the =zvents
gercussions of the depression locally, that its
on the <irecticn of MNZLP policy becanme negligible.
1222 z2nd 1235 the BNLP prozosed only two palicy

e
il
remits to Conference {both in 1329, and both were defeated.)h

For many local trade unicns the depression spelt
disaster. The membership of the flaxmill workers! union
fell from 427 in 1228 to 33 in 1234, 'm 1928 the Palmer-~

e
ston Morth branch of the Mew 7Zealand YWoarkzars! Unien ceased

tno exist when the Government decided L5 halit unrk con the

“ilson te2ilway deviatiszn, Most of the men employsd on the
nraject {which hzd been staried in 1225) were trznsferred
to otner pubBlic works schemes. Botween 1825 and 1834 the
membership of the local ASRS declined by 38 per cent, znd
thest of the local ASCJT by £2 per cent. By 1331 there wuwere
mare unemployed tham trade unionists in Pzlmerstsn Mlorth

0
And the ccmmunity wes unprepared to nandle the unemployment
i

graobhlen, The Covernment'ls Unemployment Poa
1230) ==d sinaply fziled to mzke arsvision for the relisf of

the aurkhers cut of work, In "pril 1731 the Czlrmerston



e~
n

Morth itnempleoyment Committee {(formed by the Council in 1223)
dispatched a tesleqgrzam to the Priize tinister describing the
position of the local unempleyed as desperate, and callin

cn the Government to authorize the Hespital Scerd to provide

=
sustenance,

It was in this environment of burgeoning unemployment,
which neither the unions nor the Labour Party could srevent,
that the Unemploved Workers' Movement was establishesd,

The tUUM, formed in 1831, acted as a substitute trade union
for the unemployed, many of whom h=d begun to feel that
their own trade unions were neglecting their interest5.¢
Tts azppeal lay in its spirit of militance, its defiant
attitude towards the Gavernment, in stark contrast to

the "afficial” labour mouement,S (the Alliance of Labour
and the NZLP in particular) the MUUM zdvocated direct and
immediate zction zgainst the Government's sconomic retrench-
ment ooclicies, To many af the unemployed the support of
the MUWM and its policies seemed their only effective means
nf protest, The MZLP, however, was opposed to the NUWA

[y

egause of its connections with the MZCP, The latter was

)
1—a

osely assnciated with the Unemployad Workers! Movement

e

r..

L3
3

the beginning. For the Communist Party the *~UWM was

vahicle for spreading its influence in the Mew Zealand

n

|—
[§A]

aur maovement. The caommunists did net control the MUUM

[u
-
]

b
ough, a2s they were too fzw in number and too divided
onast themsalves, Mhzt the MZCP did do wss aorovide the

MMM o with =z militant ethos and a militzsnt policy. Its

"Cammunist Leanings” won it the emnity of the NZLP.5 The

ast

a4

u

Labour Pariy had officizlly dissociated itself from the

MZCP, and denounced cammunist tactics, in 1225, During
the denression there was bitter heostility hetwesn the tws
parties,

Yet in Pzlmerston Merth such a polarization of
zttitudes fzilsd to appe-r, The PMUMM, whiech wz=s led by
communists, won the support of the majority of the Palmerstan
Yorth labour movament, including meny left-wing members of
the EBYLD, The 8NN wyrs formed in Jznuary 1%21, orgenlsed
5y Lano Sim, Zim wazs =z legzxding MZICP ~=2mber, =t zne tire



i~
juia)

cccupatizn, at Mimitzrmgil, Just north of Foxtcn. In 17231
he playesd =2 prominent role in the formetion of the MUWN,
and for the remainder of the depressisn he %risd to pursue
its policizs and objectives in Palmerston Mzorth, Sim

also sat up 2 Communist Party bramch in Palrmsrsten ¥crth
(in his tole as nationall organiser for the MNZCP.) Throuzh
tp 1235 the membership of the PNCP remcined very small (the

ne
35), and it uwas

MZCP had only 353 members by Jecember 192
coempletely overshadowed by the PNUWM, Its mere existence,
however, wes reqgarded 2s a threat by the ceommunity, and by

z secticn of the lzbour movement. The party's only =2ffect-
ive influence lay in its common membership with the PNUWM
(Sim and other local communists were actively involved in

. . 7
hoth arganisations,)

The PHUMWM lost no time in Tallying the unemploy=d,
whose numbers were growing by the day during 1231. it
began organising deputations to local zuthorities, demanding
sustenance, Sim goften speke far the delegations, making
hollow threats to the Council and Hospltal Boerd [fficials,
The PMNULM kept up = steady barrage of activity during 1931,
spurred to zction with each new Government policy decision
related to unemployment. In Sentember the nzuly {ormed
Coalition Sovernment, with Coates as Minister af Unemploy-

=
i

ment, introduced the first relief camp scheme (for single

unemployed). The PNUWM responded by holding meetings,
and passing resolutions against whzt.if considered were

5

"Slave Cemps.,™ More deputations were made, t
2a1

Hospital Bozrd

v

nd the Palmerston Morth Re T
(enother lacal authority erganisation, formed in 1822)
t

reqgular onen-~zi

H

meetings were held in the Sguare, wi

speeches by visiting MZICP leaders,
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t s
and lagcal sc ers, as well zs Pzlmerston flort
k

railuay wor 5 March, Significantly, they
resclved to zxoress their discontent wia the ballat box, by
vothing fon {he MILR, Iza Hodoens ornd ths BMNLEC 21s0 cane
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In May 1231 Hodeens was endorsed by the MZLP National
Executive as the Labour candidate for Palmerston in the
Necember general election, His resononse (o the appezrance
of a Communist Party branch in Palmersten MNorth was chgr-
acteristic and uneguivocal, He would not tolerate any
communists in the PNLP, At a meeting of Labour supporters
an July 1, he demanded that three men, "whom he suspected
of having Communist leanings", be removed from the meeting.9
Hodgens realized that he could ill-afford to associate with
communists if he wanted to win in the December election.

And he knew that to be successful he had to champion the
interests of all those estranged by the Government's
ecaonomic retrenchment, working class zand middle cless alike,
And the PNMLP was aware that Hodgens was the only Labour
candidate likely to succeed, Again, he alone had been
successful in the 1322 and 1931 municipal elections,

Indeed in 12831 he was appaointed deputy-Mayor. Hence the
PMLP branch had gone out of its way to persuade Hodgens to

. 1
stand for paerliament,

The 1231 general election in Palmerstaon was & depression
2lectian, The two dominating issues were unemployment and

11 Jamzs

the deflationary economic policy of the Gcvernment,
Mash, now a Cozlition candidate, defended this econcmic
strategy by stressing the importance of looking after the
farmers' interests, Hodgens protested at the social cost
5f the economic sacrifices made fand being made) by the
community far the éake of the primary producers, Hz also
espaused the MZLP's proposed solution to the depressicn,

which stressed Tinancilal reform, T~is policy was intent-
+_

innally designed tc expand Lebour's suprort azmong bhlue-
wage and salary earnegrs, JThe aia

r
ribes it, wes to "revive, tc mndify =2nd

Aou
. . R
tn recrgenise cagitalism, not to replace it.," Mlocdgens
called his campaign:
eves 2N zoreal o2 ths saund commonsanse of
the peopls to safaguard their -wn interests,
:nd help thzmselvss up the difficult road,'”



Tt was zn =znozeal to "the midele class and the wage s@arner
. . nlt
... 202inst ths money Shylock, W
For a brief period Hodgens faced a threst from ancther,
left-wing labour candidate, Tn “lovember Z Leo Zim znnounced

o
-
)]

decislian toc contest the Palmerston seEat on behalf of
the NZCPR, fnd z2lthough he had withdrawn from the campalgn

by mid-Movember, his bpﬂarance seems to have spatked off

3
3]
o

a witch-hunt, 2n hzt sorehow left Hodgens tainted with

i

extremism, Hocdgens found himself zccused of being a2 radi-
‘clshe

cal, and a “Beclshevist.

[=d

The election gave Hodgens 44,4 per cent of the vo

ps

a disagpointingly small gain on his shouing in
no doubt a2 frustrating rebuff for Hodgens, whao d
himself locally, 8y 1331 he had been z Councillor
years (1917-1¢ 21; 1323~1331) and a member of the

Oroua Powsr Zozrd for six years (1925-1831), it the time

snawatu -

of the 1331 genegrel zlection he was deouty-Mleyor: a member
of the Louncil's electiric and gas committee, of the local
Licensing Committee, the Palmerston North - Kairanga River

8oard, the Zzlmerston Mcrth Unemployment Committee a2nd the
C
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at he represesnted. And hbescause
James sh had 9=en zn Cpposition member Trom 1922 until the
foermation of the Coalition in 1931, he seems to have escaped
responsibility for the Gavernment's economic retrenchment

policies,

In 13532 the Cnalition's determinaticn to balance the
budget united In cpposition virtually all sections of the
Palmerston Morth lzbour movement, The abclition of compul-
sory arbltretion, followed by further wage and salary cuts,
and a rise 1n the unemployment tax, served to produce a
violent reaction in scome areas of Mew 7Zealand iIn Aoril and

17 . :
May., There were n2 spontaneous protests in Palmerston

18 . .
Morth. And when the BMNCP advertiised its intention to
hold a public meeting in Church Stireet {outside the city

"relief denot"™) on May 13, the local police placed a temp-

- 13 . B, .
orary ban on sireet mezetings, It was a clear indicaticn
cf haow fearful were lccal aygtheoritiszs =2t the nroaspect of



sccilal unrest, In March the PNLRC had organised a "monster
meeting” of the labour movement, even inviting the PNUYM

To attend.2D Joe Hodaens was present at the mesting, =s

z representative cof "organised labour", in this case the
pPuLRC, %]

at the Opera House, with two guest speakers frem the Parlia-

In April the PNLP organised two protest meetings
mentary Labour Party. At the second rally:

s+« LUsty cheers were given for the Labour
Party after a2 series of resnlutions
dencuncing wage and pension cutting, the
Unemployment Act, and calling on the

- . . . 22
Sovernment to resigm immediately ...

Meetings and resolutioms; this and parliamentary
pprosition was all the NZILP was able or willing to do until
it achieved the electorate's mandate. The leaders of the
HUWM were not prepared to wait that long, They wanted some
immediate action, and, in default of the "official” labour
movement, they were intent on providing it. At the pMUEM's
Third Annual Canference in March 1232 a2 comprehensive
pelicy was formed, more militant and far-teaching than the
existing one, Tts aobjectives included the abolition of the
Arbitratiosn Court (which was MZCP policy), and demands for

a seven hour day, five day week, no reduction in pay and no

overtime. Suech a2 policy precluded any suprort from the
MZLP or the national trace unicn movement, but for the

2
unemployed it was something definite, however impracticable,”

The HNUWM Conference zlso decided to set up United
Front Committees, under the slogan of "Emnloysd and Unemploy-
24
ed, Fight Tcgether,'” gy the end of the vyear Palmerston

Morth bad its own United Frent Committee, comprising deie-

==

gates Trom most of tha local trade unicns, the PNUWM, the

Bzlmerston Horth Home Protection Lezgque* and the local

*

F3U 7, a2s we

s
=i

as several "unofficlel"™ representatives of
local "workers” groups."zB The lzst mentionad may well
Fave included saome of tha more left-wing members of the
PHMLP, whose zsscciztion with the PNUUM intensified as the

rfepressicon wore on,

S5ee beleow p.p. 52, 72,

* 3ee nelow 2,57,



SO

The United Front Committee was just one of many
. . . 28
committees formed by the PMUYM durinmg 1232 znd 1833,7°
Thne degputations to local authorities, to make protests

!

=]

d sustenance for the unemployed, were continued.,
In 1233 the Un=mplaoyment Poard decided to exiend the c=anm
heme to include marrtied men, By Sazptember the PNUYM had
ganised a snecial Anti-Camp Council, which, among other

c
rQan
things, printed and distributed foolscap news sheets called
he "Rnti~Camper."2? Palmerston Morth's real struggle
against the camp schemes, however, did not begin until May

1234,

The story oT the PMLP branch in 1233 is samawhat
cocnfused, because of conZtradictory svidence. According

to the

L was a year of great nrcogress for the PMLP

|-

Inrkzrt

£

branch, Ernest Ward, vice-president of the branch in

(R

1832-33, and president from 1233, initiated z membership
drive, so that by March 1834 (according to his reports in
the YWorker) membership had risen to 257, This, however,
conflicts with the figures listed ina the NZILP Annual Confer-
ence Reports, which show a fall in membership of the PALP
branch from 130 in 1323-29, to 24 in 1232-33, and 32 in
1933—3&.29 £ fall in membership would seem likely, =s
MZLP membership fell by nearly 20,000 between 129238-30 and
193435, Perhaps the difference was between new members
who, although they mz2y have "enrolled" (as Ward said they
had docne) had feiled to pay their subs, and hence were not

listed in the fnnual Conference Reports.BU

Despite the ambigquous evidence, haouwever, there is no
doubt that 1933 was a year of important achievements for
the PNLD, Ward cleimed that the BNLP branch:

««e Nad experiencsd the greatest leap feorwerd
in its histery, particulaerly in its numerical
strength, and the interest taken in the
lectures and meetings.

At the znnual meeting a7 the branch in March 1233 358 had
attended, In September 1933 tLhere were 77 present at a
Sranch meeting, and & cdebate early in 1534 drew zn attend-
ance of '8P add,""" As elesawhere in fiew Zealand the



“depression hzd sfimul-ted great intersst is -olitics,
charged by an snotionazl re 2t Lhe corf? “ians af the

a o
cther thimgs 1% had successfully pe2rsusded the local Drainage
Z2nard to put cevers on their lorries, for trs comfort of
the r transpor ted, And tcocwards the 2nd

O

b4
‘L branch moved into 2 new hore, when the
t

reet} was declared cpen, Perhans the

ity, Two Labour Pariy Committees we
7

U within the electorate early in the year, one at L-

hurn znd eone at Terrace “nd, The latter scecn develooed inteo a

L=bour Psrtvy hrznch, indezpz=ndent of =he criginzl, City
hranch af the a=sriy, And by mid-year a Pzlwerston North
Housewlves! League Zranch hed been formed 1
the OYLRC, The League may have bheen a2 reviwved and renamed
varsion of the Palmerston florth Sncizl C1

e it tgo orqgenised fund rail
~nd made contrTihutions éo the MZLD, TL was =21ls
in welfare work; during 1233 kusy making znd maznding

w35 i

clothing For the "ascr znd needy,
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o .- '-~a3ligt idzac. T 1277 the freezip~ werkzros! unicn
zn
Feg o0 filiatad with the MZLO 7T

In D=z2lmerzton Morith the Langbur
[

Shoaugh not af il

i
imzancizl carfrihoticons to thz La2bour “urty during the

twzntises and thirties., Ta 1229 the union held iis weekly
mzetinos in whet wsre thzn the RULP "rpgems” at 41 Szngitikesil
STtreet, znd had tuo delegates on tine DNLTC.QG This
tzlaticonsihin was not official, however, oui inste=d was Jue

mrany of the uninn's executive,
L
L

In 1132 there was a disagreem=nt tetuween the “NLP
sranch z2nd the unicn over the Palmerstan ‘lorth Haote Protec-
ticn Leagus=. The lztiitzsr was an zllegecly apzlitical welfare
grganisatinn, forme n Tay 1732 by local abour supnartsers,

1

d i
was the PULP brznch's version of the DPLMM, concerned with
ter

o}
~
\O
a.
-
@

the local unemcl
e

TLUNT, sser 1l &n
The PhUEN. Sy "ovemvoer, howewver, their giiffsrences nz=d
Teen resalved, =2nd the lLeague, z2long with the freezirg
- . . . &z
workers, joined the United Framt Commitiee,
Suzerficially the PMULP was still united in 1933. In

i
=ril Joe Hodgens was gndorsed Yy the [MZLP llati-rnal Execut-

1
ive as l.zbour candidate for the Palmerston seat (the genesral
5

elacticn set for 1334 had not yet been postrened), afier the
BNLRC had =selected him "without oppositicon by the affilizted
!\
argani:rtisns.“"z Hodroens wae still the enly lsbour
b 2 ar al., In the

Pl
.

L



Calmerston electorzie by z2ttempting to send z number of
mzrried unemployed wunrkers to & relief czmo. fhis also
brought the cs yat cal lzbour

Iatent conflict in the 1
X

y 2nding in disaster fo

Iin January 1934 the Gisborne United Yorkers! Movement
"Hunmcart Tarch? nassed threugh Palmersten ?Ir;nr‘-:h.u'L The
oMM had circulated a pamphlet in anticioztion of their
arrival, zccusing the Ynemployment 2o2ard of "slouwly murder-
ing men, women and children", and threatening that the "Day

of Reckching is at Hand."aS

While the local community did
not zaprove of the tone of the PMUUM's praotests, =sveryone in
Palmerston Morth had by 12934 come to leathe the Unemployment

Board fnor its cheese-paring unemnloyment policies, Thus

13

almerston MNorth's fMayor, fAucustus Mansford, had no hesit-

w
ck

n in aranting the unemployed marchers permission to

0
1d street collections, or in helping arrenge accommodation

- T
Qo Qa

T them during their two night stay in the city,

ithen in May the Unemploymant Zoard zrmnounced that a
number of married unemployed workers in Pal=merston Merth

were to be sent o a relief camp, it rallied the antir

a.
Doa

community in oponaosition. The PMUWM took the le=zd, p!

a2y 12 it organised a "mass" street demonstrzticn, the first
. . 4Lg - . .

of many to ke Feld in the ensuing weeks, fhe demanstratc

firet c2lled on the loczl representative of fhe Lnemnlovyment

Zoard. Vzrious spe=kers, incleding. members >f the PNUWN
and PYMLP and Leo Sim, =2ddressed the marchers, who had grown

in numbers to about 300 strong. They precsented their
cerands ta the Unemploymznt Ecard officer; "no cuts, no
camrns, nNo niece uarka? and full trade unilon rzt2s ar nzin-
en:nce.'ée 'dith lixttle satisfaction from ths aificer the
demcnstratars nexi marched off &g see Tayor "znsford, sing-
ing the "Red Flag” en route. Tre marchers ircluded a
number 2f wamen and ghildren in their ranks, a2nd bznnacs
WBTE To-rri=d, Twn b2ys wiglded ane bznner that read,
FEinnb b Loep oyr “addies."aq Mamgfard wng fuylly syeo-ih-
chic otth ftheir cousz, bhut ~dvised them Lo cut their cose
bzfere the Tinistizr of Uremployment, Sdam fo-ilion, who ucs
dizz T2 zrrive is Palmerston sThh trha folloving wgelk, =
Fiocity collirs om TaTez "'wsbk, Tro marcrerps Jlogondsd ans
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n=2ld a meeting, There an Anti-Camp Committee was organised,

2nd prenarations made for the arrival of Hamilton.

The Minister arrived on May 22nd, and was met zt the
railway station by a sSrocession of unemployed, led by the
PMUWM and Palmerstaon *Marth communist leaders. With the
Minister was one of the two workers'! regresentatives on the
Unempnloyment Board, Walter Bromley, Bromley had been
appointed to the Board in 1931, and had since won the anti-
nathy of the labour movement nationally for his assoeciation
with its policies. Both Hamilton and Braomley were given a
rowdy reception by the crouwd at the railway station, before
they went on to glve an address to the Palmerston Morth
Citizens' Ltunch Club, There Hamilton stated that the
''memployment Board wanted 50 of the local married unemplovyed

men to go to the relief camp on the Kaingaroa Plains,

Later in the day Prime Minister Forbes also arrived
in the city, and that evening a buges crowd of people
gathered outside the Grand Hotel, on the Sauare, where
Forbes was staying. In fact the whole city had by now
rallied behind the unemployed, for the threatened breakup
of families was something all secticns of the community -
the labour mowvement, the local authorities, church leaders,
businessmen, women and children - could and did unite

50

against. According teo the YWorkers!' lWleekly* the crowd

outside the hotel numbered someuwhere between four and five
thaousand 'probzbly exaggerated), and they "paraded around
the Sguesre behind a red flag, singing militant Songs."S1
The loczl Times described it as crowd "on the point of
breaking at any moment and causing trouble”.52 They were
waiting for Forbes to appear on the hotel balcony. Zefore
he did so Joe Hodgens addressed the crowd, referring to
Sromley as "Mr., Judas”, and requesting those zssembled N

that:

«s. We ask [Ehe Prime Ministe{] to eonsider
the predicament we are placed in and that

our men are being driven intoc a slave camp ...53

#* The Y7CP newso=ner z=znd praopaganda journal, Sefore

Yowvember 1933 1t was called the Rsd 'Uorker,




The procession of unemployed
and Bromley on May 22, 1934,

Palmerston North,

(RW, 5 June, 13934,)
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He went on to:

... utline the companionship of home 1ife
and pointed out what it meant to a man to
be severed from the home circle,”

At this stage Forbes appeared, and met with "boos,hisses
and catcalls" from the crowd.SS After he hsad made a
sympathetic but uncompromising statement, a woman
addressed the crowd and urged all to stand firm in their
demands. Jhen Forbes asked what the people of Palmerston
North were doing to assist their unempleyed, there were
cries of "Everythingl™ and "Ask our worthy Mayor.," Mans-
ford then joined the Prime Minister on the balcony, to
"deafening cheers" and "He's a Jolly Scod Fellow.” Call-
ing for fair play, tMansford asked the crowd to cease 1its
"epithets" directed at Forbes, and spoke of the work of
local bodies in the handling of unemployment relief in
Dalmerston North.SB Farbes then agreed to meet privately
with a delegation of the demonstrators, which comprised
Mansford, Joe Hodgens, iLeo Sim and Frank Lee (the last two
named were both communists), The outcome of this meeting
was an assurznce from Forbes that he would tzke up the
matter with Cabinet when he returned to Wellington. This

apoarently appeased the crowd, for the time being,

Meanwhile local businessmen planned a meeting fot

Mfay 24, The Times reported that:

They consider that the prooosal of the Unem-
nloyment ZToard to take numbers of our local
relief workers and put them at ~tree-
planting in the middle of winter on the bleak,
snow driven Kaingaroa plains is grossly

unjust ... They consider the pronogals
unsocial, unchristian and immoral. 3

Gn May 23 there was a large public meeting at the
Noera House. John Flavell chaired the meeting, stress-
ing the need for unity if the workers were to success—
fully resist the Sovernment's decision. Letters aof
sympathy from the Palmerston Morth R5A and the Mayor

vere read out, Rodney Lee, president of the newly formed
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Anti-Camp Council (organised by the PNUWM)}, spoke out

n60 Mrs Frank Lee, whose

against the "slave camps,.
husband had just received notice to go to one of the

relief cawps, urged women to join in the struggle. Three
representatives of the PNLP also spoke. Joe Hodgens,
representing the PNLRC, called for a change of government,
pointing out the unanimity of Palmerston North epinion
against the camps. George Gulliver added the protest of

the Terrace End branch, and Ernest Bond, representing the
City branch, praised the efforts of Palmerston North's

Mayor in the struggle, At this stage the PNUWM proposed the

following resoclution:

That this meeting demands that camps be
optional, and we further demand the
restoration of cuts. Failing worTk, we
demand full sustenance.Bl

In support of the resolution, and in reply to the PNLP
spokesmen, Framk Lee argued that "there was not time to weit
for the ballot box ~ the demands were immediate."62 Leo Sim,
with references to the Communist Party of Russlia, stated
that it "was only by organised might that they would
SUCCEEd."63 J.P. Queenan, a Longburn freezing workers'
union delegate on the PNLRC, suggested that e petition be
circulated calling on James Nash to resign as Palmerston's
Mm.P., Mand so break the first link in the chain of
gansters.”Ba This did not go far enough for Sim, uwho

arqued that "They could get nowhere except by direct

ac:tion."65 Hodgens replied by stating that:

«.. Lthe workers had their constitutionel
method of gettinc rewards, and he had yet
to be convinced that the power of the arm
was the right one, b6

In the end the chairman refused to accept any resolutions
of & "political nature™, and the meeting dispersed.a? The
lines of dispute indicated during the meeting were, however,

to crystallize during the next few days.

On May 25 Mansford chaired a meeting of local business-

men, and businesswomen, city councillors (including Hodaens),



57

and church leaders, The president of the Palmerston Morth
RSA was also present, ffansford defended the city's hand-
ling of unemployment relief, and came out in support of the
local labour movement in the struggle against the camp

schemes, A commiftiee was set up to make a report.

At this stage Ernest Ward, president of the City
branch of the PNLP, was able to claim (toc the Worker) that
the unemployed:

... have the backing of the business men now
and the whole city is firm in its decision to
seesghat the men ordered toc camps get a fair
go.

Me added that:

It is worthy of note that the [ﬁNL@ is in the
front, and at the demonstrations Mr, J. Hodgens
put up a great fight,B9

This 'united fromt' however, was saoon to dissclve.
The Palmerston North local authorities and community
leaders, and Joe Hodgens, would go no further in their
opposition to the Government. In fact some of them felt
that they had gone too far already. Behind the scenes
Hodgens, as president of the PMLRC, had expressed his host-
ility towards the PNUWM, The PNLP City branch was fervent-
ly pro-PMUWM; four of its executive members were delegates
on the Anti-Camp Council, Ernest Ward, G. Brodie, G. Hansen
and T. Burns, On May 25 the Times published a letter by
YA Struggling Yother" accusing Hodgens of ij11:JJ.ir:3'.1:y.?U At
the demonstration on May 22, she stated, Hodgens had freely
assoclated with the leaders of the PNMUWM, A2t a meeting
of the PNLRC on May 23, however, he had "emphatically
refused" to agree to a2 request of the PNUWM to send a LRC
delegate to aone aof its n‘seetir'u;]s.?1 In a letter of reply
Hodgens defended his actions, accusing the PNUWM of being
communist led, and stated that the MZILP had:

Some years aga ... realized that the Communist

element in ocur movement was a menance, SO

they were kicked out .... Py position as the
sporaves candidate of the Laobour party for the



Palmerston electorete renders me very much
responsible in seeing that the good name
of the party, won after many a fight,
remains untarnished, and agy ability I
have will be so directed,’

What of the pro-PMUWM sympathies of many among the PNLP?

Some of cour individual members have crazy
ideas sometimes, but thanks to the
intelligent majority common sense
prevails,

Hodgens was also a councilllor, and on May 28 was
present when the Couneil offlecially disscciated itself
fram the demonstration of May 22, While still opoosed to
the relief camp proposals, the Council felil it necessary

to censure the tactic of demonstrations.

The PNUWM and the Anti-~Camp Council were meanwhile
organising further action. 4 demonstration was planned
for June 9. The Council responded by placing a ban om
street processions, effective as of June 8, Joe Hodgens,
city councilleor and deputy-Mayor, seconded the resclution
for the prohibition, an action which did not go unneticed
oy his opponents 1In the labour movement. Motices of the
ban were sent to the leaders of the PNUWM; to Leo Sim,
Frank and Rodney Lee, Herbert Passey, John fFlavell and Emily
Highstead.,

The Workers Weekly front page headline for June 18

tells the story of the outcome of the PNUWM's decision to

go ahead with their protest march planned for May 29,

"POLICE BRUTALITY AT PALMERSTON NORTH.
UNEMPLOYED DEMONSTRATION BROKENM UP.”TQ

About 50 people, including a number of women and children,
had taken part in the march,; which had set out from the
meeting rooms of the PNUWM at 471 Rangitikei Street at ten
in the morning. A large contingent of police from the
surrounding district, sasme mounted, halted the procession
nefaore it had reached the Square. Five of the male.

marchers were arrested when they aoffered some resistance

t~ the police.



The banned PNUWM demonstration of May 28, 1934,

is broken up.,. Rangitikei Street, Palmerston

North,

(RW, 16 June, 1934.)
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During the ensuing court case, the police gave their
interpretation of the cause of this ”agitation”.75 About
twelve local cammunists and their supporters, claimed one
Inspector Rawles, had "worked their way into" the PNUWNM,
with the object of "creating t:iiscu:cler.”?Ei The Palmerston
Morth authorities, however, had over-reacted; the Council's
ban on street processions was tuled "ultra vires" by the
Palmerstaon Morth Magistrate's Court (and the charges against
the five arrested men drupped.77)

The PNUWM and the Anti-Camp Council cantinued their
struggle. On June 30 the former sent a deputation to the
Mayor protesting a2t the unemployed having te work for
"charity ratioms“.78 8 meeting of the fAnti-Camp Council
on July 3 endorsed this demand. Mansford's sympathy with
these two organisations, however, had cooled considerably,
Like Hodgens, he would have nothing to do with communists.
Both believed that the communists in the PNUWM were respans-—
ible for the disturbances of May 29. By threatening
social order this action destroyed the alliance between
the community and labour movement that had temporarily
existed. The PNCP had in fact directly provoked Hodgens
and Mansford by circulating a leaflet entitled "Who Are The

Misleaders?!", naming both men.79

The Unemployment foard had by early July backed douwn
on its proposal to send any married unemployed to relief
camps. This was a dubious victory for the PNLP, for the
anti-camp struggle had split the party into twe, openly
hostile groups. On one side stood Joe Hoeodgens and his
supporters, including Percy Robinson, Rowland Watson and
the Palmerston Morth ASRS, This group found the militancy
and communist membership of the PNUUM and the Anti-Camp
Council intolerable, In contrast Ernest Ward, and with
him the majority of the Palmerston North labour movement,
were active supoorters of these two organisations, And 1in
July the Anti-Camp Cﬁuncil comprised representatives of the
following organisations; the PNUWM, the PNCP, the Longburn
freezing waorkers! union, the hotel workers'! union, and two
other, unknown trade unions, and, the City and Terrace End

bramches of the PMLZ2 and the 2MLRE.,
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The faction led by dWard had developed very close
relations with the PNUWM, and therefore with local commun-
ists. It was an alliance of opposition to the Unemploy-
ment Soard rather than of political doctrine, but it was
anathema to Hodgens. The conflict had been simmering for
some time. Hodgens, 1t appears, had been up to his old
tricks again, by refusing to comply with PNLRC instructions
regarding his actions on the Palmerston North City Council.
(Hodgens was still a Labour member on the Council). Accord-
ing to Ward this conflict became so "sharp” by September
1233 thaf the City branch had removed Hodgens, and Rowland
Watson, from their posts as delegates to the PNLRC.SD As
president of the PNLRC, Hadgens had refused to allow the
replacement City branch deleqgates teo take their seats on
the LRC, At this stage James Thorn, national secretary
of the lLabour Party, made a visit to Palmerston North and
persuaded Ward, and the City branch to take no further
action until the branch's annual meeting in March, 1934,
There Percy Robinson attempted, unsuccessfully, to contest
the presidency of the branch against Ward. The internal
bickering and maneouvring continued throughout 1934, the
PNLRC apparently split down the middle by the two groups,
In July a meeting of rtepresentatives of the Longburn union,
the Hotel workers' union, the Housewives' League, and the
Terrace End angd City branches of the PNLP passed a resol-
ution of no-confidence in Hodgens as the Labour candidate
for the Palmerston electorate, Later in the year the
party's Nationmal Executive disaffiliated the Longburn
freezing workers'! unicn from the Labour Party because it
was unfinancial (the union had almost ceased to exist by
June 1834, in the aftermath of its crushing defeat in the
1932-33 strike).81 Ward interpreted this as a conscious
move by the National Executive in support of Hodgens, for
it removed JI.P, Tueenan, the pro-Ward Longburn delegate on
the PMLRC, Finmnally, the Mational Executive decided that
decisive action was called for,. The National Executive's
report to the Annual Conference of 1935 desrtibes its

verslion of the events,

For nearly two vyears there hss been 2 deplorable
l=ack of unity in Palmerston Morth, due without
douibt to the persisent efforts of tne LCitﬂ



Branch to discredit and ultimately cause
the withdrawal of the Party's Candidate -
Mr, J. Hodgens - and this culminated, after
many efforts to bring about unity, in the
Executive's decision to disband the Palmer-
stonagorth [titi) Branch and to suspend the
LRE &~

In justification of this drastic move, the National Exec-
utive stated that it had given the matter "earnest consid-
83

It had sent

several Labour Party leaders to Palmerston North in attempt

eration" at thirteen meetings during 1834,
to resolve the dispute:

... but although upon occasions agreement
has seemingly been reached, the trouble
has again broken out almost before the
arbitrator had reported to the National
Executive,

The report indicated one of the causes of the dispute; the
City branch had:

«.. defied the National Executive's ruling
that they were not to allow the local
secretary of the F.5.U.85 to address mem-
bers at a Branch meeting; it not only
permitted this but provided facilities

for the sale of F.S.U. literature.B®

The NZLP, and Joe Hodgens, would not countenance any

association with communists when electoral victory seemed

so close, and when many Labour leaders were increasingly
impatient to occupy the treasury benches. The close links
which had developed during the depression between the PNLP
and the PNUWM, whose leadership comprised a number of
communists, and which was closely tied with the PNCP, was

intolerable to Hodgens and to his Party's National Executive.

The decision to disband the [City] Branch
and the L.R.C. [the report continue&] was
come to when it was seen that there was no
hope of a solution while the [ﬁitj] Branch
was under the domination of officers and
contained members who were palpably determ-
ined to disrupt the Movement, and only after
Mr., Savage had spoken in Palmerston and
conferred with the Party's Candidate and
other supporters of many years' standing,
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was it decided that_ the solution Wwas the
disbandment of the [Citi] 8ranch,”

To YWard this was nothling less than a betrayz=l of the
"rank and file”(uham he always claimed to champion), by

the "bureaucratic leadership" of the labour movement, in
particular by Hodgens and the NZLP National Executiue.88
The ilatter, however, were keenly aware of the approaching

general election.

The suspension of the L.R.C. was made with

the consent of the L,R.C, officers [Eodgens
was president, Rowland Watson Secretary] in
the hope that it would enable the formation

of an Election Commititee prepared to work for
the return of Mr. Hodgens, in whom the Exec-
utive has every cause for confidence,

The Executive's decision was taken on December
10th, [3934] and there has been a vast improve-
ment in the situation since, The other
Palmerston Morth Branch - Terrace End - is
wholeheartedly supporting the candidate, who
nas evary praospect of victory,

It was not surprising that the "situation™ had
"improved" by the time of the Annual Conference {April 1935),
as Ward and his supporters had little or no rtecourse to this
action. 2y disbanding the City branch and suspending the
LRC the E£xecutive denied them both the voting power and the
forum to challenge Hodgens locally, while the latter's
position as Labour candidate was further ensured by the

support of the Executive,

The ity branch met for the last time an February 28,
1235, and decided on its response to the National Executive's
action. After much discussian, in which the members defend-
ed their actions, it was decided to dissolve the branch,
The following resolution was carried and published in the

Times:

That we, as a branch of the New Zealand
Labour Party, refuse to accept the national
executive'ls dissaffiliation as legal, but
that this branch resign from the New
Zealand Labour Party as a protest agalnst
the undemgcratic and morally dishonest
officialdom that has been carried out by
the national executive.®
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Ernest Bond, vice-president of the branch, expressed his

feelings thus:

I do not care now if the ship damn well sinks,
The whole situation is rotten from start to
fimnish.

The meeting ended with a decision to form a Palmerston North
Labour and Economic Socilety, and a provisiocnal committee

was selt up. Mothing further was heard of the Society.g2

The PMUWM cantinued its agitation through 1835, im
February organising a petition calling for an increase in
relief pay. It amassed B241 signatures, which represented
about two thirds of the local registered unemplioyed at the
time. Oeputations to local bodies were continued, but
the activity, and the support, of the PNUWUM began to decline
2s the general election approached. It was by 1935 isaol-
ated both from the commumity and the PNLP, condemned for its

links with local communists.

This was demonstrated in the 1935 municipal elections,
when two "unemployed! candidates stood for the Hospital
Board.°>  Although they did not stand on a PNUWM ticket
(the MUWM was theoretically non-political)} it was obvious
that the electors associated them with it; both were heav-
ily defeated, Ernest Ward alsc entered the slections,
standing for Council as an independent, and went to consid-
erable lengths in an attempt to dissociate himself from the
NZECB, He came second to last on the poll. Frank Lee
stood for the Council as a NZEP candidate, and came last,
The Lsbour ticket fared much better, in fact Joe Hodgens'!
star had never shone brighter, In the Council and
Hospital Board elections he came second in the poll, And
he did so with the endorsement of the Palmerston North
Citizens Association.ga The "Citizens' Ticket" intention-
ally nominated only eight candidates for the nine Council

seats:

«.. che intention being to allow for the capd-
iture of #¥r. J, Hodoens who, the EEitizen'é}
committee recognises, has given valuable
services ta the wmunicipality over a number of

y2ars, *-
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And so Joe Hodgens entered the finmel straeight on the
road to politicel victory. By March he had, with the
authority of the Labour Party Natiomal Executive, formed
an Election Committee, and appointed Percy Robinson as his
chairman, 0Only the Terrace End branch of the PNLP (with
a membership of twelve in 1934-35) and the Palmerston
North Housewive's league (with 21 members in 1934-35)
remained to support him.gB Victor Christensen, the rene-
gade of 1972, had by 1835 become an active supporter of
hodgens, During the election campalan the only manifest-
ation of the latest split in the PNLP came in a letter to
the Times by "Flaxworker", who dubbed Christensen, Hodgens
and Robinson as the "three black crouws" of the Palmerston

North labour meuement.97

The "three black crows" were preoccupled with oppos-
ition from a different qguarter, for Augustus Mansford,
Palmerston North's Mayor, had decided to contest the
general election as an "Independent! candidate.g8 Mans—
ford's motivation for standing was a moral and emotional
revulsion at the plight of the unemployed during the
depression, His politics were the politics of opposition
to and resentment at the Coalition Government and the
Unemployment Board. By 1835 a fumd of hostility towards
central government had developed, and added to the Mayor's
personal following, fMansford's candidature represented a
significant threat to both the party caendidates, Hodgens
and Nash. Mansford was certainly no Labour supporter;
having been a member of the New Zealand Legion, an ultran99
conservative guasi-political organisation formed in 1833.
His political allegiances were somewhat blurred and unstable,
but he eventually joined the Natiomal Party, standing for
that party in Palmerston North in the 1943 general election.
Like James Nash his economics were those of a businessman

(Mansford was an accountant by profession). Both doubted

100

that Labour could fulfil its expansionmary financial and uwelfare

policies, the aquintescential response of orthodox economics

to Labour's plans for financial reform,

In Palmerston North, as nationally, Labour's election

policy was highly controversial, Unemployment was perhaps
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the issue, particularly as it was still very much evident

locally, though aon the ch:‘zt:line.‘m‘E

The results clearly demonstrated the electorate's
desire for a change; the two anti-Goverpment candidates
took 67 percent of the vote, relegating Nash to third
place. But Palmerstonians were almost equally divided
between the tweo alternatives to Nash, Hodgens had won,
but on the slimmest of majorities, just ahead of Mansford,
Labour's support had in fact declined from 1931, absolutely
and proportionately. Faced with a candidate representing
an unpopular, depression Government, and one representing
an untiried Labour Party, many Palmerston voters were only
too willing to support a third, anti-Govermment, anti-
Labour and locally respected elternative in Mansford. In
Palmerston Labour's reputaticn as & radical party had not
yet died, It required three years of Labour Government
to convince even a majority of Palmerstonians that the

party Hodoens represented was bemnign and credible.102
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ANALYSTS AND  CONCLUSTONS

It took Jjust under twenty years and the obitter exper-
ience of the depression for the labour Party to win power,
In the Palmerston electorate the party won with only one
third of the vote, a result that eloguently expressed the

limitations of Labour support in PFalmerston in this period,

Between 1917 and 1922 the Palmerston MNorth labour
movement provided a temporary refuge for Rod Ross and his
militant seocialism., From his base in Palmerston North Ross
attempted to infuse and reinvigorate the NZLP with his
socialist philosophy. Melther the Palmerston Korth labour
movement nor the NZLP, however, were willing to accept Ross's
totalistic vision, and by the end of 1822 both had re jected

him,

Yet only in 1918 did Labour in Palmerston Neorth project
itself as a class party; anly Alexander Galbraith of the
four {official) Labour candidates who stood in Palmerston
in this period used the rthetoric of class.1 And when in
1922 Ross, through the medium of Victor Christensen, put
his brand of pelitics before the electorate the response
confirmed what Hodgens had realized in 1918; that in Palm-
erston class peolitics were very much at a discount,. Moses
Ayrton's christian rhetoric was far more acceptable, gut
not even Hodgens, with the saving grace that he was  locally
respectable, could seriously challenge the extremist and
"subversive” image of the NZLP in Palmerstaon, which proved
remarkably enduring.2 This despite the fact that by 1835
the NZLP had "abandaned almost all pretense of being social-
ist."3 In contrast to the bald socialist objective of 1816,

in 18935 the party's official objective was;

vee Eo vtilize teo the maximum degree the
wonderful resources of the Dominion,

Labour's politics were now majority politics, The party
promised what maost of its supporters had wanted in 1919
higher wages, improved pensions and social security, without

e
the "foreign dectrines” or the socislist rhetoric. In
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Palmerston, however, a majority did not perceive these changes

until 1838,

fter 1916 the leaders of the NILP became increasingly
determined to achieve victory, and by the end of the
twenties the party was prepared to tailor its policies to
the dictates of the electorate, rather than to the prescrip-
tions of socialist theories.6 Labour alsc became an
increasingly disciplined party, as the professional polit-
icians like Holland, Fraser, Savage and Nash gained control,
By virtue of their ability and force of character, and, it
might well be added, the indifference of a large secticn of
the party's 'rank and file'!, these leaders were able to
impeose their "personalities, perspectives and policy pref-
erences" an the NZLP.7 In 1922 Rod Ross, and in 1834
Ernest Ward, were victims of these "oligarchical tenden-

cies."

When Joe Hodgens was in controgl, the PNLP was a loyal
and obedient subject aof the party leadership., As 0Oliver
suspected, the moderates of the smaller centres did help to
"hury the extremism” of the main centres (though it should
be added that the labourites in the wain centres took the
lead, while the moderates like Hodgens provided the rubber
stamp to NZLP policy amendments at Com"erence.)9 In fact
after 1928 the relationship betueen the PNLP and the MNZLP
became all but oneway. find when, dﬁring the depression,
the PNLP developed close links with the PNUWM, and with
Palmerston North communists, the party's National Executive

had the power to effectively silence and exile those involved.

Cne of the reasons for Ross's fall from power was that
he lacked a pouer base in the trade union movement, After
1822 the PNLP was dominated by unionists, as the NZLP had
always been. In Palmerston Morth their allegiance to the
Labour Party was almast acvtomatic,. When the party arrived
in Palmerston North in 1917 the locazl unions accepted the
political leadership of the NZLP without hesitation, and
their commitment to Labour continued throughout the period,
Of the unions within the electorate, anly the Longburn

freezing workers expressed any of the syndicalist
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sentiments of the illiance of Labour, and then infrequently.
It was the most militant union in Palmerston North, but

only in comparison with the other local trade unions, But
because of 1ts national executive's hostility to the MZLP,
its small size and physical isolation from Palmerston Morth,

it failed to effect any significant influence on the PMLP.

The relationship between the two wings of the Palmer-
ston North labour movement - the political and the industrial
- was largely complementary and congenlal, The unions
0 1p

ey
syoplied the PNSDP with most of its members, while the

PNLP branches derived virtually all their members and much

provided the political wing with its social base.

of their character from the unions, fEven the Palmerston
North Housewives! lLeagque was comprised of unionists' wives,)
Most of the local trade unions were small, weak and moderate,
They were moderate whether organized by industry or craft.
The largest was an industrial union, the ASRS,11 but it was
also the most consistently moderate {and pro-Hodgens)

during the period under study. Rod Ross and his small band
of socialists in the PNSDOP, and during the depression the
large following won by the militant PNUWM, only cbscured

the underlying conservatism of Palmerston North workers.

It is significant that only 50 people tock part in the
banned PNUUM demonstration in May 1234.

The PNLP had a secure and politically loyal base in
the local trade union movement (despite an aversion to
Hodgens felt by some of them,) But in terms of electoral
strength their vote was patently inadequate, The total
number of unionists probably never exceeded 700, and even
with the support of their wives it was obvious that to be
successful the Labour Party inm Palmerston North had to
expand its support inteo the wider community,. This is what
Joe Hodgens attempted to do. His efforts won him the
oppositicn first of Ross and the PHSDP, and later of many
amaong the PNLP membership itself. The dividing issuye was
a nuestion of priorities, for Hodgens thought first of
power., Labourites who shared this conviction, in Palmer-
ston Morth and elsewhere in New Zealand, believed that in

order to do anything, to introduce any af its policies,
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whether socialist or not, Labour must first hold office.
In the final analysis it was (and remains)} a fundamental

law for pelitical suruiual.qz

To become a majority party in Palmerston, the Labour
Party had to represent itself as z moderate, centre party.
Palmerston was a truly New Zealand electorate, with a cross-
section of urban, semi-urban and rural interests, of
radical, moderate and conservative political attitudes,
The area of political consensus was centre politics, both
extremes of the political specirum were mistrusted.
Labour's electoral record in Palmerston was therefore part-
icularly symbolic, for as the editor of the Times realized
as early as 1925, electorates like Palmerston were the

"real test electorates™ for Labour, because:

..o Until such centres as Palmerston can be
won for Labour, that party has no hope in
the wide world of cccupying the treasury
benches,13

And yet before 1338 the party could not break past the tuwo
fifths ceiling of support achieved in 1919, The reasons

were complex,

There is the New Zealand perspective; the pragmatic
and non-doctrinaire character of the New Zealand voter,
which the Reform Party symbelized, -In Palmerston North
there were no large industries, and consequently no large
concentrations of unskilled workers to provide a seed-hed
for palitical radicalism, The local ASRS, by far the
largest trade union in the electorate, had only 200 members
by 19822 {before the depression began to cause a decline in
membership). The Manawatu Knitting Mills, one of the
city's largest employers, had just 105 workers by 1837.
Palmerston Morth was an imoortant industrial centre, but

. . . . 1
its industries were small and diverse,

Palmerston Mgorth had no 'class suburbs', no marked
residential segregation, There were areas where the more
financially we:l off predominsted, and a few where the

poor2tr groucsed together, Contemporzries scmelimes referred
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to "old Palmerston”, an aree of lower cusality housing
between Rangitikei Street and Pascal Street.15 A polling-
booth analysis of slection results reveals that this ares,
along with the sireets immediately east and west of the
railway station (then in Main Street), around College Street
West, and, later in the period, in Longburn and Milson, were
pockets of Labour support. Writing of the city's resident-

ial pattern in the early 1960s, Anderson stated that:

... the city is characterised more by the
uniformity of its housing than by its
variety or range of quality. No doubt the
flatness aof the site inhibited the develop-
ment of more clear-cut areal differences in
housing quality.15

And except perhaps for Milson {which was a semi-isolated
railwey settlement in this period), there were no real
suburbs, making difficult the development of exclusive

neighbourhood communities within the borough.1?

The great majority of Palmerstonians were committed
to their community, including the wage-earners, because
they believed in the material progress that they could
achieve within it. An ethos or mentality of progress and
growth pervaded Palmerston North during the twenties.
Palmerston North was an expansive centre, its rate of pop-
vlation increazse over double that of the national aversge
in the three inter-censual periods 18716-1921, 19211926
and 1226-193€, In 18930 the town achieved city status, a-
recognition of its dominant position within the Manawatu
region. fMost Palmerstonians were satisfied with the status
auo, at least until the depression. Private home ownership
became the dominant form of residential tenure in this
period, and people who own real estate {or just aspire to
owning it) are least of all likely to guestion the desirab-
ility of private property.18 The proportion of New Zealand
born in the town's population was also increasing, making
for a more assimileted and homogenous population, with more
people socialized in lscal social and political traditions.
It is perhaps significant that Palmerston North's Irish
population was well below the national average {although

the percentage of Roman Catholics was almost exactly the
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same as the national average,)

The moderate character of the electorate, the satis-
faction with Reform's strategy of economic grouwth, was
reinforced by other factors. One was the small but sign-
ificant "rural! populsation lncorporated within the elector-
ate {though it is also noteworthy that by 1838 the electoraste

was 100 per cent "urban.”)19

And there was a tendency for
farming centres like Palmerston North to link their prosper-
ity, and to some extent their political interests and
attitudes, with the surrounding farming district (within

20 This relationship

and bevond the electoral boundary).
was instituticnalised in several ways; by dairy factories,
freezing works, stock and station agents and other agric-
uwltural service industries and general merchants. Socially
it was reinforced by, among other things, the annual Agri-

cultural and Pastoral shows,

Within this community Palmerston North workers uwere
for mast of the period well integrated. Unly during times
of economic distress, particularly in the 1930s depression,
was there any evidence of class antagonism (and then only
by a small minority of the labour movement. ) The laocal ASRS
was in fact directly involved in community affairs; in 1918
the union co-gperated with the Palmerston North Friendly
Soecieties Council in organising some holiday entertainment
for children, and with the Mamawatu School Committee's
fssociation in a project to secure "hetter educational
facilities! for local schools.21 And iIn 1833 the union
participated in fund raising activity, organised by the
City Council, for the benefit of the unemployed. For its
part the community accepted the labour movement, industrial
and political, znd sympethized with the economic and polit-
ical aspirations of the workers, Although there were very
few labourites among the town'!s notables or social Elite -
the leaders of business, local government, school committees,
and respectable private organisations like Rotary and the
RSA - this did mot mean that they were social outcasts.

The local community leaders were not reactionaries. In

1217 Yayor M-~sh declared Labour Davy a public holiday,
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repoTrtedly at the reguest of local businesmen, ‘nd during
the deoression the PNUXM and the Home Protection League
enjoyed representation on the Palmerston North Unemployment
Committee, What the community would not tolerate, however,
was the politics of confrontation. They were estranged

by the class rhetoric of some MZLP leaders (particularly
Molland) and abhorred the threat to social order which they
believed the NZCP symbolized,

Joe Hodgens knew this, and in trying to purify the
ENLP of such elements he could be uncompromising and even
underhanded., To win in Palmerston, he realized, labour's
radical ethos had to be exocrcised. Hodgens' success in
doimo this was his foremost contribution to the Labour cause

in Palmerston North, s Gustafson has noted:

Electors vote not so much for policies but
for people who they think will carry out
acceptable policies. The credibility of
the party's candidates 1s therefore of para-
mount importance.22

Hodgens was credible to the Palmerstan eslectorate, In
the EMNLP he alone developed a stromg and enduring popular
following; he aleone gained local acceptability, as a
labourite. And because he was locally trusted, he helped
break down Labour’s reputation for being a revolutionary

and unsafe party, just enough to take the seat in 1935.
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Table V¥, Palmerston Flectoral Rzcord 1818 - 1335
Election Candidate Darty* | Vote Zage vate
% .
1218 Galbraith, 4. 1931 35,8
Mash, J.%. NG 27230 41.3
Crabb, E.H. 1130 20.8
Suchanan, A. I 101 1.8
1919 fyrton, M, 3613 42 .9
Mash, J.A. 4617 54,9
1822 Hodgens, J. L 3666 a1
Christensen, V.A, IL 558 5.1
Nash, J.A. R 4733 51.7
1925 Bromley, W. 3344 32.8
Nash, J.A. 5584 64.8
1928 Bromley, U, 3208 28.0
Mash, J.A, A 5558 48,5
Loughnan, C.,A, L 2484 21,7
1931 Hodgens, J. 5220 44,4
Mash, J.A. Cr 6465 55,0
1935 Hodgens, J. L 4730 34,3
Mash, J.A,. N 4380 31.7
Mansford, A. T 4615 33.4
Source: Chapman, RM. "The significance of the 1828 general
election”™, MA thesis, Auckland University, 1343.,
Appendix.,
* L - Labaour
MG - Mational Government
I - Independent
IL - Independent Labhour
L - Liberal
Cr - Coalition, Reform
M - Mational



# For the 1918 by-election Chapman designates A,

as a Reform candidate,

he proclaimed himself an Independent,

December, 1918,

74

Buehanan
In Palmerstan North however,
See MODT,

12

Table VI, Electoral and Parliamentary Strength of New
Zealand Political Parties, 1813 - 1935,
Flection Party %age vote | Seats
1919 Labour 24 8
Reform 36 43
Liberal 29 17
1922 Labour 25 17
Reform 44 35
Liberal-Labour 28 21
1825 Labour 27 12
Reform 47 51
National (Liberal) 20 3
1528 Labour 27 19
Reform 35 25
United (Liberal) 30 25
1231 Labour 35 24.
Coalition {United-Reform) 44 472
1935 Labour 4 53
National {Coalition) 31 17

Source: Lipson, L,

The Politics of Equality : New

Zealand's Adventures in Democracy,

Chicago, 1943, pp.

187-8.
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Table VII, Palmerston Morth Lazphour Representation Committee;

Affiliated Organisations and Membership,
18929 - 1935,

Affiliates Membership (usually for year ended Mar.1)

1928|1929 [1930 1931 1832 [1933 1935
-29 |-30 -3t =32 =33 =34 |-35

Unions: E
i

ASRS 200 150 + 150 150% 15801 1231 140
ASCT 82 g8z 82; 82 32 31 31
Hotel lorkers 100 100 1[]Di 108? 100 651 100
Painters and Dec- 25 | 25| 251 25 25

oratars :
Drivers 50 | so| so| sS0' 50| s0| SO
Plumbers 25 ;
Longburn freezing ? 1104 110

WwoTkers i

Branches:

PN (City) 130 51 61 61 24 39
Terrace End 10 12
Housewives'! League 17 21

Totals o287 468 | 493 | 488 5411 445| 334

Sogurce: NZLP : ACR, 1329 - 1935,
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with membership of the Labour Party. See Srown,

Rise of Mew 7Zealand Labour, p.176.; and Sinclair,

Mash, o.110.

NZLP: ACR, 19353,

Ibid., 1835,

RW, 18 %arch, 1935,

NZLP: ACR, 1835,

MDT, 1 fMarch, 1235,

Ibid., 1t March, 1935,

The Palmerston North (City)} branmch of the lLabour FParty
was reformed in mid-1936, end became a "loyal' supporter
of Joe “odgens, See M, 24 June, 1836, The PNLRC
was re-established in 1937-38, See NZLP: ACR, 17337,
1538,

moT, 7 May, 1335,

The Palmerstan Morth Citizens Assocociation was formed

in 1931, in arder to "secure suitable candidates” for
the munilcipal elections, Its endorsement almost Quar-
anteed slection, See MDT, 27 April, 1833,

MDT, 13 April, 1835,

The Terrace E€nd branch had thrown in its lot with
Hodgens when the Mational Executive had "disbanded"

the City branch, See MDT, 1 March, 1935,

MDT, 7 Movember, 1335,

Independent candidates abounded in the 1835 gener=l
election. A tatal of 42 stood, See Rolle,C.G.

"The Election of 1935 in New Zezland™, MA Thesis,
Hniversity aof Mew Zealand, 19S50, p.32.

Pugh,™ . C. "The New 7ealand Legion and Conservative
Protest in the Great OJepression”™, MA Thesis, Auckland
Himiversity, 1956%, op.107, B30.

It is interesting that during the election campaign
Hodgens accused Mansford of being "backed by the Jouglas
Tredit people.” 81thaugh there is no evidence that
marnsford was a Nouagles Cradit supcorter {it would have

Zeen hishly uniikely cansidering his =canamic
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canservatism), this does suggest that there were no
links or sympathies between the FPNLP and the local
Douglas Credit branch., See MES, 16 November, 1835;
fDT, 7 July 1834.; and Clifton,R. 'Druglas Credit
and the Labour Party, 1830-35", MA Thesis, Victaria
University, 1961, fppendix C. Mansford himself was much
closer to the Democrat Party in his politics, but he
was not, as the Standerd's editor claimed, 2 candidate
of that party, See MES, 26 November, 1835.; Pugh
pp. 172, 177, 179, 205.; and Rollo, p.115.

101. See MDT, 2, 7, 9 and 14 November, 1835,; MES, 2, 16
and 22 November, 1935,

102. In 1838 Hodgens, in a two-way contest, won 57 per

cent of the vote.

AMALYSIS AND CONELUSIONS,

1. The author uses Campbell!s definition of the rhetoric
of class; "language that posits a conflict between
a working class and a capitalist class.” See
Campbell,C, "The 'Warking Class' and the Libersal
Party in 1890", NZJH, 9 : 1, 1375, p.48.

2. MES, 30 April, 1831,

3. Sinclair, Mesh, p.33.

4. Paul, D.165.

5. Sinclair, Nesh, pp. 88, 114; and see 8rown, Rise of
New Zealand Labour, pp.39-40.3; and O0'Farrell, p.102,

5. 5ee Brown, Rise of New Zealznd Labour, pp. 216, 222.;
and C'Farrell, op.152-161, 180-1.

7. Sustafson, 0.151., and see Brown, Rise of MNew Zealand
Labour, 2.76.; Sinclair, Mash, pp.67, 70-1, 106,

8. Gustafson, p.151.

9. See Sinclair, Mash, pp.70-1, 106; O0'Farrell, p.135.;
Sinclair,K, "The Lee-Sutch Syndrome. New Zealand
Labour Party Policies and Politics, 1830-40", NZJH,

8 :« 2, 1974, pp.32-1024,

180. See Chaoman, "Significance of the 1928 Ceneral Election™,
pD.33.

11, It should be noted, however, the A5RS5 was not a pure
examnle nf industrizl organisation, During the peried

under study there were three other railway unions,

comorised of clerical anmd skilled waorkars; the Rasilway
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Officers!' Institute, the EFCA and the Railway Trades-
men's Association, See Here,A,.E.C., Repozt on
Industrial Relations in New Zealand, wWellington,
1946, po,182-3.; Roth, pp.47, 114,

12. 0O'Farrell, pp.18, 58, 178.,; and Brown, Rise of New
Jealand Labour, p.Z222,

13, MDT, 3 and 5 Movember, 1825,

14, For this paragraph see; Milne,R.5. Political Parties

in New Zealand, Oxford, 1966, p.3.; Gardner,W.J. "The

Reform Party", in Chapman,R.M.(ed,) Ends and Means in
New Zealand Politics, Auckland, 1972, 6th ed., pp.Z5,
263 Billens, R.H.{ed,)} et.,al., From Swamp to City,
Palmerston North, 1837, n.p.; Anderson,A.GC. "Palm-

erston North, Its Growth and Characteristics®, in
Saunders,B.G.R.(ed.) et.al,. Introducing Manawatu,
Palmerston North, 1964, op.117, 112, 126,

15, MDF, 6 December, 1818,

16, ‘nderson, o.124,

17. 1Ibid., p.124.

18. See Plumridge, "Labour in Christchurch", pp.21-4,

17, AJHR, 1818 - H28; 1922 - H48; 1827 - H46; 1337-38 -~
~ H45,

20, Chapman, "Significance of the 1928 General Election™,
n,131.

21. MIRR, 15 January, 1918.

22. Gustafson, p.140,
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