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ABSTRACT 

This  t h e s i s  se t as i d e  conven t i onal occupa t ional d i s t inc t i ons be tween 

s c i en t i s ts ,  admi n i s t ra t ors and managers , i n  an examina t i on of s o c i al 

prac t i ce wi t h i n  a capi t al i s t  S t a t e .  I t  explored bo th t he l imi t s  o f  

S t a t e  p ower and t h e  capac i ty o f  S ta t e  prac t i t i oners for t rans forma t i ve 

ac t i on . The cen t ral propos i t ion bei ng exami ned , sugges ted tha t S ta t e  

prac t i t i oners i nev i t ab ly engage i n  forms o f  a c t ion whi ch t end t o  

perpe t ua t e  exi s t ing social  and econom i c  rela t i onsh i ps .  

The e p i s temology o f  Jurgen Habermas provi d ed the framework f o r  t h i s  

analys i s  i n  whi ch d i s t inc t ions were made be tween d i f feren t forms o f  

s c i en t i f i c  enq u i ry and correspond i ng modes of  social ac t i on . These 

d i s t in c t ions equa t ed the emp i r i cal-analy t i c  t rad i t i on wi t h  s t ra t eg i c  

ac t i on , the h i s t o r i cal-hermeneu t i c  t rad i t i on wi t h  communi ca t ive ac t i on , 

and the  cri t i cal  t rad i t i on wi t h  emanc i p a tory ac t i on . 

Dis t in c t ions were also made between two al t e rnat i ve bu t related  levels 

of p rac t i ce ;  namely , i n t e rac t ion , d e fi ned as t he commun i ca t i ve and 

s t ra t eg i c  ac t ions of knowledgeable par t i c i pa t i ng subj ec t s , and s o c i e t a l  

ac t i on whi ch emanates  out  o f  t he forces and rela t i ons of  produ c t ion  and 

whic h  represen t s  the i ns t i tu t i ona l i s a t ion of behavi oural p a t t e r n s  

es t a b l i shed b y  socie ty as a whole . 

I n  a n  examinat ion  o f  the soc ial i nd i ca tors movemen t i t  was revealed 

that crucial ques t i ons rela t i ng to  econom i c  and poli t i cal � t ru c t ures  

i n t e re s t  group manoeuvrings , and soci al con f l i c t  in  general , had been 

omi t ted . Prac t i t i oners appeared to  exclude the poss i b i l i ty  o f  
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poli t i cal mo t i va t i o n  f rom both  the des ign and cons t ruc t ion o f  s o c i a l  

i nd i ca t or sys tems . By accep t ing the s t ruc t u ral limi tat i ons i mposed by 

capi t a l i s t  econom i c  and soci al rela t i ons and by agreeing to  operate  

wi th i n  the  sele c t i ve l i m i t a t ions e s t ab l i shed by  the  dominant class , 

prac t i t ioners i nadve r t en t ly al igned themselves w i th the 

t rad i t ion and wi th  s t ra tegi c  ac t i on . 

emp i r i cal 

Al though the Habermas i an d i s t in c t i ons be tween d i f feren t s c i en t i f i c  

t rad i t ions proved adequa t e  i n  evalua t i ng the o u t come o f  prac t i ce ,  i t  

was n e cessary t o  reappraise  the theore t i cal  log i c  of  class so as to  

acco u n t  for  those loca t i ons w i thin  the  State  which could not  be  d e f i ned 

by ownershi p  o f  the means o f  produc t i on . Thi s  reappraisal  i d en t i f ied 

prac t i t i oners as members  o f  the aux i l i ary class  occupy i ng con t rad i c t ory 

loca t i ons be tween t he prole tariat  and the bourgeoi s i e .  Whereas 

bourgeo i s  and pro l et ar i an locat i ons are occup i ed by c lasses  whi ch are 

d i ame t r i cally opposed , the aux i l i ary class draws i t s charac t er i c t i c s  

from a s i mu l t aneous and par t ial loca t i on i n  two c lasses . As a 

con s equence , the class  ac t i ons o f  S t a t e  prac t i t i oners are i n fused w i t h  

amb i gu i t ies . 

The s e  ambi gui t ies  became eviden t · when the exami na t ion focuss ed on 

s t rat eg i c  and communi ca t ive act ion . A l though the cogn i t ive i n t eres t s  

o f  t he aux i l i ary class  s eemed to  coincide  w i t h  t he values and i n t eres t s  

o f  t h e  bourgeoi s i e  any i n s t rumental assoc i a t i on between t h e  ac t i on s  o f  

S t a t e  prac t i toners  and t he dominant class was rendered probl�ma t i c .  

Whereas the cogn i t ive  in teres ts  o f  S t a t e  prac t i t i oners exempli fi ed the 

d i s t i nc t ive charact er i s t i cs o f  d i f feren t forms of knowledge , the  class 

prac t ices in  whi ch t hey engaged s temmed f rom the i r  s t ru c t ural locat i ons 
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w i t h i n  the S ta t e , t he i r  con trad i ctory class i n t eres t s ,  and t he i r  

med ia t i ng capac i t i es . 

These med i a t i ng capac i t i es were exami ned by analys i ng the prac t i ce s  o f  

an N . R . A . C .  Working Par ty  whi ch was comm i s s ioned t o  repo r t  o n  

unemploymen t .  Al though the Working Party demons t ra t ed the po t en t i al o f  

the c r i t i cal t rad i t i on for t rans forma t ive prac t i ce , the express i o n  o f  

t h i s  t he orem i n  ac t i on was less than conclus ive . Whi lst  the Working 

Party d i splayed a p r i mary i n t eres t i n  the emanc i pa t i on o f  t ho s e  

d i sadvan taged by unemployme n t , t h e  con t rad i c t i ons iden t i f ied i n  the  

repor t were d i splaced by  

around t he boundary of  

i n teres t s  o f  the Working 

the dominan t class and by S t a t e  managers  

the bourgeoi s i e. Al though t he cogn i t i ve 

Party were cons i s t e n t  wi th the c r i t i cal  

t rad i t i o n ,  t here was no evi dence to  sugges t  tha t the prac t i ces o f  t h e  

Worki n g  Par ty promo ted e i ther personal or  poli t i cal eman c i pa t ion . Thus 

any i n s t rument al assoc i a t i on between the c r i t i cal t rad i t ion and 

emanc i pa tory ac t i on could not be  sus tai ned . As a consequence o f  t h e s e  

exam i n a t i ons i t  became apparen t that  the cen t ral real i ty  

prac t i t ioners w i t h i n  the S ta t e  was t he con t rad i c tory nature 

f o r  

o f  

prac t i ce .  Habermas i an theory was t hen ex tended i n  an a t temp t t o  

resolve the problema t i c  rela t i onshi p be tween t heory and prac t i c e .  
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