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Astract.

The thesis examdines [firet the altuation of women 4in
France todmy ond thein cttitudes to the curzent questionding
of women's a8les, which haos ardsen in part fron the publication

of Simone de Beauwvoir's Lo Deuxdlme sexe, concluding that

wamen are divided in thedr viecwas.

The early Life and background of Simone de Beauvodin end
Jean-Paul Sarire are consdidenzd, and thedr relationahip and
thedn attitudes to love, particulaonly in those respects which
have influenced thedir wriiding

This 4o followed by a lLrdiel account of aspects of exisit-
entialist philosophy as they have alfected the Llives of the two
authors, and which are relevant in the ostudy of thedir women
characters, noiing that it is Simone de Beawvoir who has ex-
nlored the moral consequences of Living in accordance with
exdstentialiot theornics.

The main points of Simone de Beauvoir's Le Deuxidme sexe

are sunnardized, with some comments on criticisms ol it, noting
the sometimes haoty and not quite olfjective reactions of some
critics and iis synmpathetic nreception Ly some, Lut not all,
women keadehrs.

Jomen characterns in the works of ecach author are examined,
40 see how far the image presented ecxpresses the philosophical
ideas of the authors, with comnents on the differences in he
attitudes of the two authors to the characters, and women ane
then consdidered as they appear in thedir relationehips with men,
canventional or unconventional.

The conclusdion is that the image of woman presented io
not one that may lbe considered an ideal nepresentation of
wonen living according to exiotentialisi principles, lLut showe
women of different degrees of existentialist authenticity, .
grappling with the prollems of Life.
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Initroduction.

Today women in France, as elsewhere, are lecoming 4in-
creasingly vociferous 4in Zhedir claims to a right to have a
certain status in society, to receive consideration as auto-
nomows indivdduals. This 1o part of a world-wide revaluation
of the 28le of wonen in society. It 4o not a new movement,
but the inpetus it has gained in nrecent uears 4o partly due o
the work done Iu. Simaone de Beauvoir in the 7950's.

In France, there is a long tradition of respect forn
women.  Henri Peynre writes:

Mo other histony is probally as rich as that of

France in remarkalle women: saints, queens, couwrt-

esans, favournites, tyrannical mothenrs, warlike

heroines. Down 2o ihe edighteenth century there

Lourished also more women whiters of the Lirsit

rank in France than in Jtaly, Spain or Britain.

Marie de France hao no equal in any other medi-

eval literature; noxr have lladome de Sévigné and

Madame de Lafayette or the prolific and passionate

Lletter writers of the..."Age of Reason.” Geonrge

Sand and Madame de Sitczl wenre, in the Romantic era,

the last great sunvivors ol a Long serdies of women

whiters who Lived their novels while writing them. (7)

The couatly poets sang of Llove, placing the lady on a
pedesial. Writers of fabliaux painted a more down-ito-earth
picturne. Through the ages wonen have lbeen poatrayed in French
Literature againet the lackground of thedin times. In addition,
since the thirteenth century there have leen outstanding wonmen
waiters and patronesses of the arts, such as Aliénorn d'Aqudi-
taine and hexr daughter Mardie, Marguerite d'Angoullme, queen
of Navarre, lladane de Lafayette and the Marquise de Rambouillet.
There have leen some, from Madame de Staél and George Sand
to Simone de Beauvoir, who have not accepted passively the
womnan's traditional n8le in society, and who have expressed
thedir unconventioncl dideas in their Literary works and put them
into practice in thedir own livea.

Jt muet not le suggeoted that all women, or all French-
women, confoam o a oitereotype, and it 4o particularly important
not to lLe taken in ULy the image presented by popular writing:

IL faut que nos anis de L'&tranger ne se laiscent
pas séduire ou scandaliser par le portrait souvent
dnjusite et généralenent convent&onneL que irop de
gens ont t&acé d'une Frangaice d la tiie Légéne
undiquement préoccupée de mode et de galanterie.
Comme partout dans le monde, on trouve en France
nonbre de femmes lalborieuwses, uai&iantea devant les
grandes €preuves de la vie; et les méres frangaises



ne {e ceédent noint aux autres en dévouement silen-

cieux & L'égard de leur foyen. (2)

Twentieth century society 4o changing with increasing
rapiditi. In times of crieds, ol which many have lLeen seen in
the twentdieth century, women have shown their meitle and taken
thedir place alongedide of men:

IL y a ces adnirables résistantes qui hier, dans le
maguis et sous le feu des pelotons d'exécution ont
témoigné d'un courage au moins égal a celud des
honmes. (3)

In 1967, Frangoise Giraud expressed the opindion that young
women no longear needed to fLight for sell-realisation and aseurance,
that they precferned the "old struggle to find a tusband and to
keep hin', that they wsed their weapons of hair-styleos, cloithes
and cosmetice to conquer him, but rejected any idea of doni-
nation: "Perhaps she knows what she would le losding-- the
velvet glove which conceals the izon hand lbeneath." (4)

In 1974, a reviewer ol ?&an?oiae Parturier's Letire
ouverte aux femmes noies that already at the lLeginning of the
century llarcel Prévost in hie Lettres a Frangoise (7902 - 7928),
had foreseen o femindisi movement:

....jama.w L'esprdit de la femme n'a feanenté comme

@ cette heure. La femne reprend par-devers s0i le

4ouC4 de son bonheur au lLiew de le confier & L'homne.

Qu'on q,owt.e ou non cette cvolution, il est nigaud

de la niex. (uant au sens de cette évolution, point

n'est lesoin non plus d'&tre grand clerzc pour L'aper-

cevoir. La femme, au cours des prochaines anndes,

tendra de plus en plus & rapprocher sa condition

ke celle de L'homme. &t les halbitudes, les apparences

mn€nes des deux sexes inclineront de plus en plus &
se confondre. (5)

Indeed, some women have gone even further and have demanded
equality with men dn many opheres. The reviewer comments:

Stmm&puécom{uﬁauxmophbteAMdam

aux femmes: "Attention: Le jour ol vous avez les

mémes prérogaiives que les hommes vous deviendrez

la femme-a-barbe." Ceux-la ne savent pas que pour

admer um{menzune-;mm,e L'ainer dans tows les

4e:wdumo.t,u5mut respecter et la tenir pour
404,

Another article (1973) proclaims that:

Dans le monde enticr les femmes lbougent, les femmeo
parlent, et leurs voix parfois dissonantes disent
qu'elles sont enchafnées, déchirées entre leurs
maternitéis et la rentalbilitd, entre le travall "visible”
(rnénunéré) et le travail invisille (surajouté), entre
le plaisir et le devoinr, entre leur sexe Uiologique



et leur sexe social, entre L'homme et la sociéite,
disent qu'elles veulent 2ire Lilbérges. (7)

The same article admits quite freely that not all women feel
this way. Articles which taoke up extreme »ositions cannoi
present a taue picture. Frangoioe Giraud's gaticle repre-
sents one reaction to Simone de Beauvodir's vdiews, the later
articles a dillerent reaction Ao sdndlar views; A4t has to le
adnitted that the women's desdine to be !iberated io far from
undversal. lany women now wish to work outside their homes,
but less 4in order to gain dindzpendence 4in a man's world than to
add %o the family lbudget. JIn a survey carried out Iy L'Express,
the results of which are given in the article jusit quoted (7),

% of the women dinterviewed wished o work for [inancdal
rneasons, 27% to gain independence.

Jnvestigators in this ouwwvey found that the forcelul and
articulate few, particularly intellectuals and city dwellenrs,
nay give the inpression that Frenchwomen are in o state of femi-
nist ferwmenit, lbut thai the ordinary provincicl Frenchwoman i
Likely to tell an interviewenr that she wishes only to le
"heureuse avec son mard, avec suffisamment d'argent, des gosses
raisonnables en Lonne santé.” on: "Je pacfere étre commandée
par un homme, car pour noi, un homme eost superieurne.” (8).

'r"m?obae Parturdier, 4in an interview publioched in July,
71974, expresses the opinion that the curzent women's movement 4in
France owes much to the influence of women's movements 4in America.
Women seemn largely conceaned with such suljects as equal pay
with men, aborxtion and divorce. She, too, feels that women'as
cawse 4o far fror: won. The dintearview 4is headed: "En n'osanit
pas profiter de leurs droéts, les {femmes trahissent la cause
des femmes." In the course of i, ?’m;oéoe Partunrnier says:

Beaucoup d'hommes, e.rL fait, continuent & ne pas accepiern
la femme ailleurs qu'aw it ou dans la cudsdne.....les
femmes, Arop souvent encore, élévent leurs Lilles

conme. elles ont dte Elevées. De mére en fille se trons-
met ainei L'heérnitage des lieux comnunae sur le destdin

de la femne.. Les femmes sont trop souvent complices
de leur aseervissement. (9)

Frangodise Mallet-Joris, a contemporary novelisi, expresses
sdimdilar views on wonen's sdtuation. She saye:

En,icu.t, je crodis quz{.a.fﬂe.nmefpwngauedenam
époque esit encore assez conditionnée par L'image iype
qu'on faisait de la Jemme au début du sdiicle.

JL ¢ a beaucoup de femmes qui se posent des prolilenes



narce qu'elles travaillent, parce qu'elles ont
une sonte de conmplexe de culpalbilité, parce
qu'elles trouvent qu'elles ne o'occupent pas
suflisannent de leurs enfants, et qu'il y Ge...
un environnement social qui conditionne la femme
et dont c'est impossille gu'elle ne osoid pas
narquée. (10)

While Simone de Beauvoir's long essay on women of Zhe
7950"s, Le Deuxiéne Sexe gained enthisiastic suproat from many.
women sympathetic to her ideas, it created a furore of outrage
amongat the conventional membens of Uoukgesis sociedy, eo-
necially some of her male critice, who were guick to podint to
her unconventional relationship with Jean-Paul Sartre as proof
of what they called her moral depravity. Nevertheless her
ook marked the leginning of a wave of feminism in France and
elsewhenre.

In Le Deuxidme sexe she itraced the origine of women's
subordination and dependence lack to a primitive era when the
physical weakness of wonen when confronting danger and the
nhyaical demands of childbearing and motherhood were coneidern-
alble and inescapalle handicaps. Having once gadined a position

of domination over women, men remained there.

A woman's desdine for Llibeaty, equality and authenticiiy
may lead her to eschew the restraints of traditional marrdiage,
though she may still find happiness with an enlightened partner;
it does not require her to deny her zssential femininity, ihe
fact that she is a woman. In fact, ohe nay find true fullil-
ment in woaking with her nartner, whether he be husband ox
Lover, toward a common goal.

The exdistenticlist philosophers' outlook is s0 important
in considerning the women charactens in their novels and plays
that it is necessary to examine it badelly, after c short
account of the early lLives of Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul
Sartre and their long aseociation with one anothexr.
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