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cyborg, as a feminist sci-fi figure, demonstrates the potential possibilities of dramatic 

and ironic shifts in genre. 
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examples of (extremely architecturally strong) Facebook and (architecturally 

dilapidated) Myspace (see Solon, 2018) demonstrate how panic architecture can build 

and maintain a social network (like Facebook), shaping it and maintaining it so that it 

builds up and out, strongly and securely.  

In previous research, I utilised panic architecture as a technometaphor to explore 

how pro-anorexic communities and their users maintain their communities and their 

anorexia (Connor & Coombes, 2014). Compulsively maintaining pro-anorexic blogs, 

forums or websites though constant updating and clicking helps to resist and disconnect 

from biological dependence (like eating) and assert mechanical functioning. In pro-

anorexic communities, constant participation in the building and re-building of the 

structures that maintain anorexia (the body and online) extended the functioning of pro-

anorexia as politicised embodiment. I wish to return to panic architecture in this 

research, re-routing it differently than through the details of pro-anorexic bodies. After 

all, recycling is important. 

The misogynist internet extends the structures of misogyny into the offline 

world through a panic architecture that continuously produces misogyny through the 

production and reproduction of misogynist texts and images, constant clicking and 

linking attention and the subsequent expansion and maintenance of anti-women 

understandings of women and their politics. Perhaps the maintenance of the online 

world is continually threatened with resistance discourses as users, particularly 

technowomen, continue to resist misogyny because the technology enables them to, 

even if they are silenced or shut down continually. 

Simultaneously, misogynist talk online flourishes (Jane, 2014; Mantilla, 2013). 

The technology of the internet has enabled misogyny so well that extending the same 

flourishing misogynistic architecture into the offline world enables a panic architecture 
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and movies, and others with much murkier origins. The ambiguity 

of the CuteFemaleCorpses forum and the clarity of the above pro-

rapist death joke-threat produced, for me, an uncanny feeling that 

I have been in this loop before.126 The image of the female body 

raped and dead is the compulsive desire, sexually and politically, 

of both CuteFemaleCorpses and PhilosophyOfRape.  

To materialise the pro-rapist network further, I have provided two snapshots of 

the PhilosophyOfRape forum that record its expansivity: 

 

                                                           
126 That closed loop again.  
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118), with the advantage of providing us with the ability to construct a scene that uses 

past learning to help shape new events even when the events (or nodes in the network) 

seem unrelated. We know a meme when we see one, but we cannot quite pin it down to 

define or describe it. This is the same problem we encounter when we work with the 

psychological concept of consciousness. When we attempt to describe a meme, or 

explicate its parameters, the joy of the meme can be destroyed, its connectivity severed 

or at least re-routed through nodes that change how it can be connected to, and this 

changes the consciousness that it simulates. Perhaps this is also the problem of 

consciousness: defining what it is like to be something, when what it is like to be 

something is multiple, partial, simultaneous, contradictory, is an exercise in the 

perpetual, transformative nonsensical.  

Perhaps the metaphor the hard sciences is looking for to explain consciousness 

is the meme; that is, the production through technology, not the function of the 

technology itself. The consciousness, if we presume to locate it anywhere, is in the 

connectivity and the interrelations.  

 




