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PRONUNCIATIONS 

The following will assist in the pronunciation of Fijian words and syllables. 1 

When the Roman alphabet was adapted to create a written-language version of 

Fijian, some letters were made to represent consonant sounds quite different 

from their English-language sounds. Standard Fijian is a phonetic based language with the 

exception of the following letters: 

Letter Pronounced Like 

B mb number 

c th the 

D nd lender 

J ch choose 

G ng smger 

Q ngg finger 

Vowel sounds are pronounced as are Italian vowels. 

Cakaudrove 

Cakobau 

Jale 

Penaia Ganilau 

Timoci Bavadra 

Qiqiwaqa 

Tha-kaun-dro-veh 

Tha-kom-bau 

Cha-leh 

Pen-eye-a Nga-ni-lau 

Tim-or-the Mba-vahn-dra 

Ngging-gi-wahng-ga 

1 Partly extracted from Rory Ewins's 'Colour, Class and Custom', 
http://speedysnail.com/pacific/fiji coup/pronunciations. The paper is dated 1992 and written at the 
Department of Political and Social Change, Research School of Pacific Studies, The Australian National 
University. The book version, which develops the paper further, is published as Changing Their Minds: 
Tradition, Politics in Contemporary Fiji and Tonga, Christchurch: Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific 
Studies, Canterbury University, Christchurch, New Zealand. 



AJHR 

ANZUS 

ATL 

C130 

CAS 

CDS 

CGS 

CLF 

CNS 

DESC 

HQ 

MFAT 

MP 

NZDF 

NZDEF 

NZPD 

PM 

RNZAF 

RFMF 

RNZIR 

SAS orNZSAS 

TEG 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Appendix to the Journals of the House of Representatives 

Australia, New Zealand and United States Defence Treaty 

Alexander Turnbull Library 

C 13 0 Hercules medium range transport aircraft 

Chief of Air Staff 

Chief of Defence Staff 

Chief of General Staff 

Commander Land Forces 

Chief of Naval Staff 

Domestic and External Security Committee 

Headquarters 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Member of Parliament 

New Zealand Defence Force 

New Zealand Defence Headquarters 

New Zealand Parliamentary Debates 

Prime Minister 

Royal New Zealand Air Force 

Royal Fiji Military Forces 

Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment 

New Zealand Special Air Service unit 

Terrorist Emergency Group 


