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PPiEFACE. 

ThroL:.ghout Nm, Zeal and Cou.nty Councils ar e endeav o lll'ing t o fulfil 

va,1' i'.JUf: designated l'unc tions \, ithout i ::rpos ing an incroas ing r a te burde n on the ir 

rat0pe.yers . Rising cc,sts of' county opor::,tion have confront ed a n umbe r of 

cc.,unty c c,uncils wit:, r>:rospects (' f rcJclLJ.ccd oxponditure on deve l opment , r ate 

c ount,:.r oper ,1t l.cns sc th2t availabl o :nonc,y gor.is furth e r , The l ast a lt e r ation 

h2.s cft en t al,:8n tl:::e fc:::,1 cf 2.:1 ?/,12.l ga'Dat ion between c c, unties . 

In the :,Ianmn:.tu ,-T•J'..'. t:·,o c ountios of Kairanga9 Kiwitoa1 Manawatu1 

Or oua and Pohangins, LE1C::.or ·c ::,olc an i nvo ntigatio n of the desirability of ar,1al ga111,~ 

J..,.n indepct:..:knt invostiga+.j_,, n was recor:i':'lended as a s 1.1i t 2.b l e thes i s t opic 

bJ Mr ::,G.R. S9.1rnd.ors of the Go ocr:1phy D(Tt1:rt'.:'.lent, Massey Univer s ity. Af t e r a 

~r0 lirnj_nar.y st udy c:f tbJ ccunty invostig,itir n i t was dec i ded to exe}nine i n 

dotail asp0ct s that woul d not be coverod by the c ounties . 

Only 3, f ew s·cucli c>s k:tvo so f~1r been carried out on examp l es of c ounty 

Those wor·G c o:n;;:,ar c.,tivo and doscriptivG studi es tha t f a iled to 

pr ovide factu.al evido :-,ce e ither fo1· or agains t a'Il a. l ga'.Ilation . It was 1 tho r e f cro, 

nGc assary to find 2 n approach thRt ~ould assist the c 0rnp il3t i on of analytical 

evidc-e nce about a.ny proposed 2u a l gar:1ation. 

Systems analysis ~es adopted as the broad probl em solvi ng me t hod . 

'I1h i s approach r oquires a. stor by step analysis of the c e ntra l problem , that of 

the desirability of co Lmty arn a.J.ga!Ilation . Boc a~so of the absence of any 

s ysto:ns study of go·,r,J rnr:,ent oper2.ti ons in Nev1 Zoal and 9 i t was nec essar y t o 

out line i n detail the 1 systo:n ' befor e any attempt was made to solve the p r oblo!:! . 

Tho a1, proach of systu ;.is analys i s c ould be appl ied t o any l e vel of gove rnment 

o r t o 2.ny ot h6r govorm1ent proble'Yl , The associatert t echniques used in the 

thes i s arc s ome exa:np l os of analytic nl tochni q_ues tha t can be r eadily used 

with in a syste!l1s fr a..raewor k , 

Attention is also f ocused on the r esults of seve r a l controlled or 

si:nul a t od aspects of a'llalga'.nations . 1rhese a r e treated. as system changes . 



Cha ngos in ric.: rfc.:rr:iancn ci.rc: 'IlOusur nd in t cr !lls of al t or a tions in effic iency and 

offcct:i.vencss of c ounty cpc r ati .~,ns, 

Tl,c a:.::tcmt cf the stud.y, particularly the simulation of am.:i.lga'.:latod 

c ounty opc.,r;_d;j . n, ~vs boon lbitcd by the c\.110unt c,f infor11ati0n available . 

As the counties nr c preoccupi(;d 2t ;:irosont ,,i th auditing ,rnd f inanci::.l pro­

cedures th ... :..•c h .,s b.Jon 1 i t tle r:'Jc0:rding of' infcr'lla.ticn about othe r aspects of 

thoir out p~t or 0Pr t . I n tl10 t l1:.'J is s~~cati ·ns hc..vc brcn 'Jade cf possiblo 

t 0pics 1:1or thy of furth,:;r r ct·cr>r ch end sor:10 0f the i nf0rr:1:1t i on r cqui:::-e11Ernts e ... •vl 

proccdur os ncccs:::;o.ry b,::: fo:.:-:, .1orc d8tc.ilod s t udi es of c ount y amal 5a11aticn c an 

be undortakc.n . 
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