
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



How to make 

politica I video art 

m 

New Zealand. 

Submitted in partial fulfillrncnt 

ol' the requirements for a Masters in Fine Ans 

Masse\ Uni\crsity . Wellington. 

Murra, Hewitt. 

Fehruary. :2008. 

') 



3 

Acknowledgements 

Thank you to 

My supervisors, Simon Morri s and Bryce Ga lloway. 

Bronwyn Davies, Pat White, Catherine Day and Raewyn Martyn fo r proofreading. 



Table of Contents 

Title Page 

Acknowledgements 

Contents page 

Introduction 

Subjective philosophies: 

Page 

2 

3 

4 

5 

assumptions and practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

The moderns Using art and its processes 

to combat the 'Spectacle' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Postmoderns: art and its processes 

a new praxis for community work . .. .. ..... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . .. 16 

Public speaking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Political or moral messages: 

subordinated aesthetic considerations .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . ... . . .. ..... .. . . . . . . .. . . 24 

Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Resistance to the interpreter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

A particular mix of pop culture and art history . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Studio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Showing the work 

Conclusion 

List of Illustrations 

Bibliography 

41 

42 

44 

45 

4 


