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academic subject engaged in the field of domestic violence research and response in 

Aotearoa New Zealand. 
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Part IV: Ethical Non -violence 
 

What might it mean to undergo violation, to insist upon not resolving grief and 

staunching vulnerability too quickly through a turn to violence, and to practice, as an 

experiment in living otherwise, nonviolence in an emphatically nonreciprocal response? 

What would it mean, in the face of violence, to refuse to return it? (Butler, 2005, p. 100) 
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diversity in narrative, and the complexity of articulating our embedded and embodied 

experiences, because it does not demand the satisfaction of consistency, coherence and 

completeness. It does not require the identification of fixed origins of domestic violence, 

or their logical solutions, but instead remains responsive to the complexity and 

incoherence of experience embedded in shifting socio-temporal contexts. In this sense, 

the notion of becoming is well suited as a standpoint for addressing wicked problems 

such as domestic violence.  

However, processes of becoming do pose challenges for the evaluation of domestic 

violence service and response, subsequently presenting issues for persuading 

governments and funders to invest and sustain in practices that suspend judgement and 

satisfaction. In the current knowledge economy, domestic violence service and response 

is evaluated according to the ability to meet certain outcomes as effectiveness criteria, 

most commonly recidivism data or self-report measures that demonstrate a reduction or 

cessation of violence post-service engagement (Akoensi, Koehler, Lösel, & Humphreys, 

2012; Arias et al., 2013; Bennett & Williams, 2001; Eckhardt et al., 2013; Lilley-Walker, 

Hester, & Turner, 2016; Westmarland et al., 2010). Therefore, evaluation of responses 

relies on the production of complete and fixed subject positions (e.g. violent/non-violent) 

to be measured and compared before and after institutional response. Embracing notions 

of becoming reconceptualises subjectivities as processes of fluidity, opportunity and 

transformation rather than a representation of symbolic markers of violence/non-violence, 

making evaluative measurement of outcome-based response success impossible. If 

processes of becoming cannot provide empirical evidence of their utility in domestic 

violence research and response, then it is more difficult to advocate for making spaces 

within contemporary approaches to allow the time and resources needed to suspend 

judgement and exhibit patience.  

Embracing processes of becoming might also prove problematic for the contracting and 

funding of intervention services in relation to the duration of engagement needed or 

required. Research into stopping violence programme duration indicates programme 

length can range from 16 to 52 weeks (McMaster, Maxwell, & Anderson, 2000; Vlais et 

al., 2017). In Aotearoa New Zealand, The Department of Corrections and Ministry of 

Justice suggest, in a joint proposal to align stopping violence programme provision, that 

programmes offered should be 40 hours in length, and no more (Nicholson, 2018). 

Nicholson (2018) reports the duration length of 40 hours is a reduction from previous 
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