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zin affromt tTo the dominant belief of bMew Zeslzng

zattlar zociehy, It challernged ths hzgsmony of Christianity and

In this re=zearch sxsercize I have ztudied zan ares of New Zesland, the

Matnawatu and Mangasnuil, during the

Golden Years' of wrmternational

Fresthought, It has been used az a window for the ideas and
activitias that waz Freethouabht in Hinstesrblv-certury settler

zociety,

I have attenptaed to brisfly explain the developnent of Fresthougbt

in Britsin before turmirng to the place of F'"e,hought 1 Iate

minetestl century New Jeslaid. The =sarly triudpbhs and

IU

disappointments are registered there beforse T turnln to dizcuzzs ths

Marnzwatu and Wangzrnul more specifically.

In the zscond chapter the originz of Fr

Warmarnul ard Marnawety are investigatead

11

zzociations were ezhablizhesd 1 the ar
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efore the life of the sezccizticnz are fooussed on. In thiz
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prominant individusls are looked zt,  The chaptar alzo foocuzzes upor
ztatiztical information to try and urravel the mystery of the
dizcrepency between officizl recordzs of Frasthought memberzhip and

£

boze claimed by the associationzs thamzsaives,

Chapter Three lookzs at the idesz that made up Freethouaht., This

1

includes attempting to ses Fresthougbt in the contest of libkeral
thouakt., It alzo includes the typez of ideas theze Freethinkers in

the Mamawaty sond Warngarul were likely to be dealing with., that

i

the people who were their infﬁllectual stimulants, The idszz which
Fresthinkers endorsed will dl"n be deszcribed. Values-debatez with
Thristiams will zlzo be described to gsee where these oppozing Qroups
stood,  Diferences of opimion within snd outside the group will be
tooked at.



Chapter Four dezsls with the decline of Fresthought

the Manzwatu and Wangarnui. The variouz reazons Fr*u fomght decliresd

in this grea is explored. Thiz will include anvikhirea from the

attitudes of Chriztains toward Freethought to the lozs of

=

charazmatic leaders. The “Goldern Agos' of Fresthought occurred inm

-

New Zesland in such a short tims that one wonders whether the sun

~yad time toorize o bhe idezx. The inportance of itz reliam

N
1y

(]
ohlher countriss for ihs shimulastion will slzo be swplored az a

pozzible resom for its early decling. Perhapz it did mot fit the

1

srzial mileay that waz Naw Jeal

T

ded
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ettler zociety?, Finally I will

briefly esplain what happerced to Fresthouaht following the 1820z

m

I lope yvou find thiz rezzarch zn 1nterez+1na wnsialt into the world
of & aroup that hes oot recsived very much zttention in the pasth.

What the emerqgerce of Freethought in thiz counbry shows 3

i

t e

vitality of zsttler socistv. Harmy wers prepsred to dizcuzs 1

and debates them. Thers wes mors bo zsttler life than the purzuit of
o

materizl ars tzflr‘f e Even the smallezt of towss waz by oo means
an intellsctual back-water Im¥act, the vitality of thass
settlementz contained iz ot evident today 1 oa society that iz

supposedly opsrn Lo many more idesz and theorisz



CHAPTER ONE-EVOLUTION OF AM IDEA

Freethouaiht was & challermge to an azpect of the domimart i1dsclogy of

zettler society. 1t waz a threst 1o ths Charch

i

zspiritusl matters and thuz theyr leartimacy.  In thas charter T owill
exEmMINE the 1derz that werese frestihouabht tracing

roots 1n Britain, I will then turn to look b

af Fresthought 1rn Hew Sezland prior to ths 1981
1t exizted in late Ninetssnth century Naw fezlarnd will thern be
defined before embarbking upon ash axamination of th~ movemsrt 1R

Warngarml arnvd ths

!
H

Matiawatil.

Mlodern Fresethouabt haz 1tz roots 1m the Enlightenment, zlthoush
Tribe comtends thatz 1tz "...bedir;ming 1z lost in the thickets af
Frebistory... Pawhich wes promulazted by periodicals publizfieg
liztz of Freetinnkerzs that ncluded the likes Jf Flato and Brumo wio
Mad rejected ths ‘hatural religion’ of their time®, The
Ernlighterment brounht toasther mery ideas that had exizted 1n
zoziety in earlier pericods and synthezized them. Fresthought owes
its modern constructs o 1desz zuch sz anti-clericizm and o belisf
that zcience, nature and reason could usher in a society that was
bazed on ratlf ality and devord of supsrstition: Chraistiamity would

Fave o place™,

Faine hes beern [inked centrally to these 1desz sttacking the
authority of the Bible =nd the svils of “Firg-cratt’ amd “FPrisst-

craft' in polemics like The fags of Reazon., Faine'=s 1dess wers not

criginzl. 1n fact be used the argumerts of Ernalizh Deisfz ot T
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u} i bhe workimg-clazz: radicals like Carlile who were able o
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incorporate them 1nto other anti-establizhment views®,
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Carlile kept the legacy of Feaang zlive, zlong with people like

Richard Taylor, smbarking upoh Sinfidsl miszions' to the working
pecple of Ergland®, | This tradition of arrsligion was ong of ths
stramds of working-clazs radicalizm that covdainued theougbout the

rineteenth~century.

The 1nfluence of Unsrite zocializsm waz alzo evident 1 this reriod
followirng the Mapoleonic warz. The ideaz of =zelf-reliance andg
mutual -improvensnt was popularized 1m thiz movement az evidesrncsd by

the co-operative movement sztzablizhed by Ouan. The working-class

movamsnt became .. permeated by Dwen!

it

1deas on economics, bradae-
urilomnzs, co-operation. rational religion and commgil st
commaitiss, .. L ® Mowever, the faillurs of the Srznd MHetionesl

Comzalidated Trade Unior 1n 1823 czuzed = zepsrataon am the Uwerate

-

movenstt, Une group Followed Owerc z foous o moral avd religious

tzzues, while other torpasr Owenites sogabt checae theouab roelitiozl

gotion as the sc-called ‘moral-foros’ Chartistz.”

Thoze that staved with Uwshism hed bo attempt to build up b

" -
movemert and co-operaticn movensrt, Howsvar, as fovlie notss, they

had to try and syvnthesize the tenzionz in the sosizlish movamnsnt

. e L Etween the democratic vadicalizm of the Faine-Carlile tradition
arvd the capitalizst paterpslizn of Fobert fwmen. . '™ oot of thos

tension the Britizsh Fresthouabht mosensnt arew, @
Farzecution zgainzt Uwenite =ocializts during the latse 1830z
cocurred dus o the movement being 1dantitied solely with 1nfidelity

and people like Charles

Zouthwell were 1mprizoned on blaseheny
charasz. [ebates with Chriztians zlzo ccoured during thais period?®,

The inprizonment of Co-operative mizsionsry Gecras lacob Helvoske

for blaszsphemy cauzed the mizsionary o take zhteps o protsch the

H
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5 Rovle,ppo24- 26,
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2 kRovle.Victorian Infidelz.e. 1001,
“ abrid.

10 Ibad, g 62




nor-rel 1alous From perzsecution,

=l shmernt of bhe dptie
Ferzecution Uraom 1n 1342 helesd the movement 1n thiz sam?t,
Howsver. the Uwenite movement combarmgsd fo o dsclins. Hodvozbae's

attenpts to revive 1t peluded thes sztablizmeht of & papsr. The

Reazoner, which included themss such 2 co-oreratizm and wnfidelity.

whick was the ons national organ of Ueermitse Socializm and ke alzso
evelopad the “Society of Theclosioil utilitzeisns' whach .. doubted
dooama, bt believed in Fumanity =g followsd the ruls of Bartbam,

which minimizsed religion and maximized morsls'. b+

s

By the and of the 18240z, Owomism was doomesd, but Holyvosh

the major leaders was able to rethink fthe position of radicslism zgvd
develop what he called Secularizm from the L. .atheiztic slemertz of

the Fainite-Carlile ftradition with the slzmentz of fthe Qwenite

traditicr .. .2

secylarizm was sestn by Holvoak

ig

it}
i

g way to imbroducs the ratioral
religion Gf'UWElem to replace thst of Chraistizsnihtys 1t wooald thuaz
allow the improvement of humanity.  What Holyvoske did was to strp
‘ethical reformizm’ of Uwerizm trom 1tz Cradical socialism o snd
combing 1t with the “L..widely teld programms of anti-clericsl
ultra-radicalizsm' . ** Thusz. the rnaw movament would appeal bo many
working-clazs radicals who had sser the futility of pofiticsl action
in the Chartist movement znd moved back toward moral crusades.  The
improvensnt of bhe andividusl would lesd to the bhebterment of

zocisty.

Holvoske hegarn to attenet to eztabklizh a nstional body of organized

Frestihought, Howsver ke was unsuscezztul throughout the 188

18a0s. Thiz was rartly dus to the contirusd developmert of

zacularizm was and what 1t should be amvolved with anod the

Molyoabks wazs not 2 charasmatic leadse that could unites a naetwork of

Fresthouaht., Thiz wezs left to the tioore of Uharles Hradlsaab.,

4z 2 % ¥ u 3w w2
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Bradlaugh waz able to develop a natioral organisa
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reotiought
with the advent of the Mationzal Seculzr Sooiety i 1266, He had
beery involved in the zecularizt movemant from the  beirmirg but

took corbrol of the movemsnt 11 bhs late 1240z after 2 dizpute with
Holyozske over the best way to run the zsoulsr movemsnt,  He
advmca_ed the militamt stvie of ocriticizin? reliarcn from withon snd

was different to Holyoaks's mors moderarte shance whoh saw that

for Sacularism to g@zin sgrester sudlisnce, and supporbtors 1m
th middie-class. a more respectitls linse should be pursued!™,  Tha

twe mern contirsd bto differ over thaz o very 1daen of methods,
f

However, Secularism bensfitted rrom hiis

arvd the movemnseh

cofhinued tao grow. It was given 2 further boost ikl

tha elacticon of Bradlaugh to Farlizms wzed o

ertaring the Commons to take an oo oaffirm azs

uakers had heaen allowed to do, arvad From

Farlizment snd ba

3oy

towas
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tectiom once more.  He won
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HIHLN ONCE HIRID o beanry z2loozt g5 ovesrs of Br'diduqh cobesting

the riaht to the

i

e=at he had dzmocrzticslly owont, radlaval' s

plight waz hesrd
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the distznmt Iratysh oclontes ared z=uch publicity,

i doubt, Felped & burgecnirg Fresthouabt movemsrnt 10 Mew Sealand.

New Zealand in the Wilderness-Fresthought prior to the 1880c

Freethouakht in theory would havs coms 8z parh
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baagags of Setbilers to Hew Zsaland.  Howsvsr, there zre
of attemptzs to organlsEs until the 1050 when A Camphell

torm a secular zocishty in 185%% with rulez based on thoss
Lopdor decular Soolety. ™ At the zame timse Charles Soutbwsll, ths
Owenite and Freethnu:h+ lecturzr, had emigrated to Mew Sealszod =nd
wazs livimg i Aucklzovd havirg aryived therse with the Féley'a

rametic Lompaty. "™ He wazs involved with bz own paper The Auckland

[

15 Ses Suadd,pe. 35-51,

16 For a [ife of Bradlaush zee D, iribe.PFresident Charles Braodlsuab MP.
L ordor, 1967

17 Rovle Vichtorian Infidel=z.po 172,
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miner, which did explorse clericsl controvelrciss. bBubh was mnors

comcarned with political olimate of duckiand., When spproached to

becomns involved with the loozl

e declimen on

zavaral occazzianst®, Me died o et oae oueshiland and there wsre
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clyoake arnd ot [resthosnkers in Briftaan that ha
Fad ended hilz davs 233 & !h 1ehisr 7 Intect. the pohion of o destle
bed comfezsion WD ome commadr o msity promunent Fresthanbers, and

B, Camphel ]l assured Hew Fezalznd Fresthinkars that Soutbwsll hed aendsd

iz days as z Frestrinbker. <t The fduckland

i
iy

acylar sootety pzmid tor

M1z grave stons. and contimusd to struagls

s
3 :;

zzhatlizh & permnanent

&
)

Fresthouaht organization i the

It wazs., 1 tact. 1n the desp-zouth whsre Fresthought eventuzltly
gztablished itzalf with the emargsnce of a grour 1m the Frezhyvierian

zattlenant of uredin. A wealthy and mebture settlemsct Like Dusdin.

with an ssztablizshed church, seemed fertile agrowd for o movemsnh

that was zure Lo atbract the 1mtellactus] svante guards.  Howsver,
1t waz rnob uﬂﬁll the sarly 1870z that thiz scowred. HoH.Pearcs

clzams that the Ec ported the zxiztencs of the Dunsdin Mobuzal

Improvemert Azsociakion in 1870 whiich was dezcribed az having bean
graced by liberal theological lscturerz which cauzed the cleray of
the town Lo dgpofe term 1t hersticzl and derounce 1t a2 .. having
reached the "lowsst depths of Athszize® *°,  In that zame vesr, &

Grirituslizt was invited to sddress the zzzodiaticr. Thiz wasz

Howaver, the orasnizaticon =oon folded znd wes rerlaoced, 1n 1976, oy
# Spiritusl [hvestigation Sooisethy. Thiz group zlzo ynclhuded zoms
morr-Seiritualizt Fresthinksrzs. “* The orazrazation alzo folded sid

was raplaced by the Eclectic Society whach was formsd dus to the

lecture there by the Australizn Sparitualise Cherles Bright, =%

3 Larssban, “Freethinkerz im Minstsenth Cartury Mew Jealand’ op.ed,
20 HoHLPearce. "Charlez Soutbwel )’ Sep, 1997 ppl2- 10,

1 ibid..ped

Larsban. SFresthinkers
HoH. Pesros, "Ezrly Dus
1??£w39,PR1L.

24 ibao,
ro 1t

. Frestihiinksrs 1n Hingtssnth




fbout that zane time the orgsnmazztion charmsd 1ts name o bh
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uredin Fresthought Azzociationss,
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Frezident of the azsociatl o Robert Stout, whao began to publizh his
papsr the Echo sgain in 18840, Thiz amongst obhsr things was =

vehicle tor Fraethought A cruzads begzrn for the

mirtation of
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i
-
[ny
g
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i
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f Frasthought

By the begirtiing of the [1820s, Frzethousht azsocilations were

spreading throughout the oo Fresthougiht had arrived in the

colamy and locked 1ike 1t waz

=3

a5

torme to e reclkoned with.,

Althouah centres like Auckland continusd to have problems retminlon

7 permnaent Fresthought organization, @Y fzzociations were Tormed i

{
the Warnganul and Mamawstu thrrooabout fhe Warasnmu

received 1tz

woration 1 by ! he MWoodyville Fraetbought

fizzociation WEE formed 1 Februsry ciztionz were tormeadd

Falmarztor Morth ard Feildimg 1m 1225, ‘mlmerston Morth bhiad oan

et maean to im

vve lazted, bt s

tormed i 12s5, =

orE ofE Qoes onho sxamine the ite of Fresthought azsociatiorss i

£
ate minetesrth-century MNew Sealand, a2 s

-tk o of wiat

.ll

1
Fresthought was will prove uzsaful

Fresthought 1 1tz broadest senss 13 thouabt that g

fres of

[

religiocus doama. Fr:ethlulwr uzually belisved tha

ot

e ligioy Fad
doe great harm o the world ang that socisty could ke improved 1f
1t wWaz done away with, Thgretore v was s movamapt 1y spposihion bo

craanized reliaiorn. In thaz cass ths orasim zad relinicn waz

W osE 23w o2z

28 0 ths
Do 11




Chyiztianityv. Alog with thi=s oppozition o oraanls Gﬂ Feliaron Want

the 1de

;u

ftat there should be treedom of relizian whlch
s lineluded] their perzonzal riabt bo heve thsir fresdom from

religion for themzelve=z', ¥

However., thi

in

very broad defipition dose not define Fresthouabt in
Nimegtesrth-certury Hew Zezland thoroably srcunh.,  Some groups 1n Hew
dealand, =uch a2z those 1n Auckland and Wellington were Rationalist

or Secularist grours throuahout the

. However., other groups
waere far more eclactic.  Warnganul fesmz o bEve comprissd only

materizalizt Fresthinkserz, bub other aroups zuch as Boodvills did, atb

some shaass, coobhaln both spirituslist oand matesrializt Fresthoanbkers

Stout commented that the memberzhip of the Lunsdin Fresthouabt

Azzociation containsed "... Theists, Aommoshics, Un1+

Fantheistz. Sparituslizts an [their) ranks' 2" The

Feyohological Socisty waz entirely Spirituslisth,

-

Therefore, Fresthogaht aszociztions. i theory. contained sveryhe

bt forthodoxt Chriztianz in thewr rankzs. It would zsesm that maiy
Fresthought aszociations wers intersested irn spirituzal srauiry and
auparimertalon aivern the typs of andividuzlzs that were involved,

Many still expresze

8
il
s
o
i
=
T
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==t 117 bhe numinous., Therfore, mors
specifically ninstesnth-century Freethouabt was an 1des thet was 1
opposition fo the belisfs of Orthodos Christiznity. They bhelisved
in the advartagezs of heterodosy instead,

In the rext chapter the 1deaz of Freethouabt will b2 oseern in 2chion
az the reader withezsezs the formation of Fresthouabt azzociztionz inm
the Marawatu and Wargarui.  Along with dezcoriptions of the evolubion

+

of thesze azzocistignz. somes ides of the character of the communities

it which Fresthouabt developad will ke paszed o, Cartain social

conditions withan thes

i

ettt ) amard

n

may hEces macde Fresthousht nors

acoeptible than in other commpraties.,
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CHAPTER TWO- PROPHETS IN THE WILDERNESS: THE FORMATION OF
FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS
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a pumber of rexzonz. I will examing the reszons for the

1zhment. of theze orgsmizations 1y thazs chapter.  The various

i

1
ways their mezzage was diszeminated will alzo be examined azs will

the activities ot theze freet huuth gzzoclaticnzs.  Attitudes toward
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atiornz will alszsa be 1nvestigated,

Fresthouaht assccilationz werse forped 1 the ares studied between
1833 and 1885, The regsons for ths esztablizbment of theze groups
varied from community to commumity depsndipg on the situstion nm

that =zebtlement. Howsver E.Rovie, an suthority on Fresthouabh in

Britain, has-linked the porpulzrity of Fresthought in ths latse 1870

ItH

@z with the & lisr pericd of svpanzion of the movemsnt in Britao,
with & “...growing tide of populsr Liberslizm.. . when the ‘clinstes
of opirmon' was favourable bto the vdszaz of the Fresthooughh

moryemetth, b

The praezenze of Revivalizm within zettler zociety ozt alzo noh be

1anored sz o= stimuluz for sdded intersst in the dizcuszion on ths

place of Christiarmity 1n zetblsr zocisty, Thetinflusnce of the Moody

ard

U‘s

Sankey revivaels ware falt im the Wzoeazsur and Meanzwatu s the
form of ‘urndsrmominationsl’' Chriztizrnzs libs SGordon Forloms wha Livead

7 Bullzs and vizited zrexs lik

Y

Hamazimil. © The Salvabticdy Army was

glzo making itz prezsense felt i the colopy from ths lste 1270z, Dot

L Rovie, Radicalz, Secuy
2 frneld, pL2Ed B opp. 60

HoR Jackson, Chrches and Feople 1 Australis and New £

tWellington, 1937), pr.odu-76,
Jac<50n shows that revivalizm occursd witliin the "mainst
arwd thse Boman Catholic Clhanrch, mz owell, am the 1

[14]
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wample of the nunbhsr of
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Ses the Wangarul Chromicis. N
vivalizts viziting that town




1

Wwas ot prezent 1n the Warnazewi and Waraganul until the early 1280,

Itz cruzade to zave the zouls of the workira-clazzs waz sure o
ztrrikae a chord of arsiety among those who hopsd the lezz well-

arciowed ware throwing off zuperztition and moving toward ths
ratianal religion of zcience that would zllow thenm to 1mprove

themnzelves,

FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS ESTABLISHED

I will sxamine the formaticon of Fresthouaght azsociations an the

Marnawatu and Wargarl seperately. Althougl, these groups shared

zimilar chjectives and valuss, their birthz were unigue.

The Wargarnul Freethougbt SBszociation was formed on 15 July Lo,

The importance of Freethinkers alresdy sxizting within Waragsoul sod

cather communitiss where Fresthought orgefizgtions formed wazs. I
wowtld mroue, s ampcrtant prereguisites tor the formation of
azsociationzs. The likes of Ballamce.A.Dn HWillis ard Robert Pharszvin
Were ‘convin;ed‘ Fresthankers who toobk Stout's lesd 1 Dunedin o
form an azsociztion of

thailr owre 1in Wamganul.  Perbeaes, loosl pride

¥
aglzc head = part 1 esztablizhorg =2 arous there. becauvuze memberz of

i

i}

Wararul would wizhed to keep up with ths —ultural life of Dunedin.

However, Warnganul hed shown svidence of = arterezh in examitang
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Smolety yhere such topios as

phirerclogy were dizcuszed.™  Soom commaiihy of

T dizcourze was
eztablizshed 1 that town where idesz such sz Fresthouaht could be
dizcussed and investigated., The contach bestwsen people liks Stout

aitd Ballance in Wellington was zlzo z =tamulus for oz aroup Lo be

The founders of the Fresthought aszociation in Wanganal ware very
t

optomiztic az to the rezzon for thewr arour's

i-l
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aquotation from the Presthouaklt Beview shows:

"Princiezslly throuah the courass zd sheray of frisocds in

Miredin. the Fresthought movenset bas zeressd or 15 spreading

toe every town of importancs o the colonyv. The fce bheving

See for examrle Wepgarul Chroracle, 15
4 FR:1:1. Doto i, 1883,
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bzen brolen
unité and azzert their oeinions without feae of per
The movemert
grast poawer

From commerts madse by the editor of hths
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Materialist,
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reasorably succezsful in

This
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WET ”,.uwurply1xw z waimt lorng felt nesed am Palmerston,. which
ﬁplrltudllzm 1z steadily progrsssing. ' However, the soocisty
failed to comtinue and b wes fot waitll Jgly 1885 that there waz 2
report from Falmerston North telling of the formation of the
Palmer=zton North Lyceum and Litsrary lnstitutet?
erthuziazm was ditticult fto maintain 1n that locslity.

The earlizr mamifesztation of & Fresethouabht zzzociaticon i Falmsrston

Horth was entirely Spirituzlizt with meeting

i

CoOmEriE1ng

finvocatior’ while in trances. By 12385 th

Hy

Lyceum and Literary

Imstitute was stating that their obijectives included & platform of

7

e s Bhe widest erality ' .*™  Thisz associatiorn zeems zlightly
t

li
differant to either Wanganul or Woodville, however, like Wooodvalls
1t probably owed 1tz sxiztancs to the svampls of Wamgsiul. buth not

all of itz 1deams.

The ocrigins

m

f Fragthouabt aszociztion in Feilding owes mush Lo
incidents 1 the town. The Ffunsrsl of = prominect citizen. s
resthinker., W.E.Chanberlzaire cauzed consternation gmong soms
Chrizstains duse to ths addrezsz aiven by T Halton, from Palmerzton

Morth, at kiz arave., The addreszz was eabkliz

ard the reactionz to it mere scatbhiorna dus to the fact thet ot used
tha lamauzas of a Sparituslizh.?® ey the heelz of thiz incident
came inciderts like indivaiduslz an Peildinn refuzing to take an oath
cri the Bible and the arrivel of Woeilliz, Prasident of the New
fealzrnd Pesychological Azzociaticn. vlncl mads mauty an blhe commuriity

grguire 1nho Fresthought. ™ Following o nunber of

HU
il

it

tures that

Al

i

1
Elliz asve in the zettlement. the lecturer o the clozing of s

la=zt zpesch, at g Forezterzs' Hall, recommended that & =ociety be

R

12 FR. U251 Ao, 1924, p L 6,
173 Hu.c'..ﬁh,.J!.rlly 1885 p, 8,
14 FR.1s 11 g, 1884 pai.
15 FRLZ:22. July 1 1885 5 8,

10 Feilding Star.Feb, 3-Fabild4 logs,

FRL2nls Marokh 1085 ppn?~3=
17 Feilding Sﬁar,F~b.17 iz

el April 18ELS ppL 6T,
FR Z2rzl. May 1835, .7,




.
formed *...for the purpoze of inveshtigebing =0vd discuszinm
apirltuall"f1;~ religious, moral and sooizd 'Nf]Eut”

gererallv.. . 0P Thoze that staved sfrher the mesting vobted ho starh

=uch & 53

5

coiation and soorn afterwards the Feildimag Lvosum znod

Liberal Institute waz formed.

Thie organmization seemz very like the ore o

il

tablizhed 1 Palmerston

North ard there are many conrmections. Thoush thiz zeriez of sevantz

lead to the establishment of & Fresthought aszocistion 1 owould argus
t

cthe stimulus was alresdy ther

ll'l

zz theare were a nunber of

]

iy

Fresthinkers in that community bhefors ths szzociation waz formed.

i

The next questicn to be approached 1z that hEving eztablizhed

Fresthouabt asszociztions, how were hhey sustzined?

N

hare wars a‘number of reazons arven by prominent Fresthiinksrs for

the necessity to oraanise and 1n = Fresthouaht Review, for

g, the point wazs streszed tims and zgain. Robert Stout an an
= entitlede “Why Have Freethouaht Azsccistions?! articulated
the reazonzs for arganizaticn with such argumentsz that they allowsd

people to voilce their opiroons and detfernd their rightzs Lo speal oub

m

without fear of persecuticon, and mors nportantly. they procured
likerty and helpasd fight for the contirued seperation of Church ardd
State 1n Mew Jealand.'® Now that the imeortance of orlsmization bad
baern establizhed the problem of how to oraanizse Fresthouaht

azzociaticnes had to he decided.

From reading the various reportzs prezented in the Frﬁﬁ*huuqh* fieview

ard Rationalist, 1t would appsar that Fr
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oraznized like mary obler sociestisz of th@ timz., perhsrs alowm the
lings of friepdly zocieties, Mz Fresthiankers bheloragsd to theze,
The problem of how best to crgsrmizs muzt heve caused Some CORCErn

beczusze the Fresthouaht Revizsw ruablizbed 2 omodsl corsbitution b

I8 Feildipg Star Marck 31 o0s
19FR, 1ol July lVHq et R &
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s lave Soms 1den of how bezt to

did sdort thiz constitubion., Feillding

ccintions wers gsnzrally shtratified with

i

zacpatary and octher orfice-holders 5

To avoid the word “church' o name the place wher

i
-
-
i
HU
o
—

inkars met
on Sundayz, they adopted the Sparituslizt word " lyceum' o avold ths
commestior with Christianity: surprizinaly the Maw Zesdaed

Fresthinkers did not uze the susterse term “Hzll of Soismce’ that the
Mationzl Ssculsr Socisty had uszed in Braitsin or "Seculsr Hall' uzed
by the Australszian Sscular Azzocizticn, #r Iestead, & far leszz

offenzive term was used. Along with the Lycsum usually went s
Lyoeun Sundsy School which possessed all the frahplngz of &
Christiam Sunday School. ewxcert that ths Chriztian aspect waz
removed, but singina and instruction om Fresthouahh were purszusd in

a way similar bo the Christizn sundsy sohoolzs. Such ztatomentz as
the following were resd to the ol ldrsms
"The Presthinker 1n 8 word pozzezzes oy 1desl, pure. lofty,

and unselfizh, attracting the

devotion to the ever real and prezsnt cauzs of humanity, F 99
Go thers waz ot suwreprisinaly,. zoms differencss of opinion az bo
whather thezs Lyceum Sunday Schools were 1 fact mescessa

Archibeld Eampbally Frazident of the fucbkland Bationalizsh

ticr, felt that thess zchool:zs were unhnsceszary, because ther
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= ] The debate
really fed irto & more furndsmertzl i1zsus over whether Freethouaht

s
=

i

HY

orlabticre should act like churchez or nch,  Givern that many

s
-

ecthirkers in Mew Zesland were Theiztz and Seiritualiztz th

h

i
ol
it

mert of the zupsrmabtural in theze azzociations could ot e

lﬂ

ily dizmizsed.

* m w4 % o®RoRoaoa

20 FR.2:21. Junel 1885 p,. 5,
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From thizs briet discription of the structurs of Fresthought

szociations, 1t can be ssern th

i

t they reflected the tims znd the

I_l‘|
| |

II'

2=
ty that they were a part of

The Fresthoualt situstion in the colony lacked s national nebwork
whiich Britzam had, bat the formation of the Mew Zezland Fresthouahbt

Fadera I Urdar cen 10 March 1824 gsvs soms scope for such a rational

4]

tructure, however, the Federal o never met zgzin. A nabional

i
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Fed, =4 Inztead, the local

i

aclations had o rely uporn the

gy
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e

zeal of their own nemnberz which mean zoclations wers
1

y @35 good as thelr supporters.

“Like all voluntary zocistiez. the branches were dependent upom
aocidants of perzonality amd the erfbuzizzm of the few' 2% A1l the

~eethought azscociations estatlished 1 the Marnswaba ard Wzoengsea,

ijl

Fr

Like obther parte of the country. ralisd upon prominent 1ndividusl
Lo contimge the life of the aszzocisticrn. 1 will deal with a runber
of these individuals in =ach locality to give vou oz 1des of thear

importaznce o the looal zzzoZiation.

The Warngarul Freethowshh fzzocistion bhad zever

!.Ll

I prominent
individuzlzs witharn itz ranks.  The most notable beimg Jobn Ballance,

bt other poople that made

o
3

snzive copbributions to Fresethought oin

Hargarui. and throughout the colomy,. wsre A, 41110

i

FolPharazyn and
Jo.Buckrell. Each of the=ze men will bz dsalt with seperataly az
will = Mrs M.Moore who made & zianmificznt conbribution zz one of the

crrly promivant womsrn in the Mew Z=aland Fresthouakt movensnt.,

of

JJ

Hance's connection with Freethought 1z sz ziamificant as the
t'z, becausze s politicians they belped give 1t & ﬁreflle that

1t omay nsver have engyoved.  Ballznoces bizd beapn anvolved in ths

tural Lifs of Wamgaruil for many vezrs,  Heows

reynlved 11 the

1
eztablizshment of the Wearngzeoul Puablic Libpsry 2o the tlf@
+

Somiety where he spoks on plrenclogv.

srzioy ot hhe frarchiss s

diganz e, 14T,




other topics of a wide rarnging nature, &% 31vern that he was seditor

of The Ev~n1nq Herald in the town thiz mot surprizing. He had

gaired noborisety during hiz yvears in Manaznul o with his inerisaomnent

i leen for refuzing call ur to b

=3

ﬂ.l

militis. =vd bz saitation tor

i}
D
o
in
..,;
.,.

Fizm for Wamganui., Such actz put him 1 the publilc eye.®7

L

Ballance waz al=zo am instiqaztor in formimg the Marmasour Small

Farmars' Assccilation and +Pe Weekly Herald, which later became the
Yeomar, 10 which ke championsd the “yYesoman ldeszl' zgainst

landowrer . =% He wes alzo irvolved 1n the Oddfellow' s Society which

in

Was 'es+r1-*~d the danganu: mres and Dunsdin and modelled  onoan
English frisndly =acisty, the Manchezter Uity of Odd Fellowsz, I+

provided for sickhnezz relief, life inzurancs, widow and child relisf

1

ard 20 o representing those aEpiring to the ranks of the middls-

LIt] eprtomizsed Ballanmce'=z bBeliset i zelit-khele and

ﬂ

zalf-reliance foor 1t showsd that, by orgsmiziveg, WoUk1rng meEr

coldprovide for theilr own ma

s
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ard,  through
eduzation raize thelr pozition an zocisty’, oF

The Ododfaellow's bullt = buildimg for theilr mesbtivgs znd providad =

regding raom. 1n 1274, the comples bewng called ihe Institute', o

be uzed fras of charae.™?

tallance was elected to the Houze of Reprssentatives from 1975 znd

waz & member of the fGrey Mirastry (1E77-1979) 32 Minister of

Educaticorn zud Commizzioner of Dustoms znd the Stout-Vogesl
ta

Miristry (12584-1887) z=z Mimister of Land, MHative Affzirz and Defence.

]
It waz during hiz time in Wellimgton that Ballance met Stout aend

they becams good frismds and 1t was erobably Stout who belped

Ballance conzider ths idea of sztablizhing a Freethought aszociztion
Warngaril which 15 what happened 1n 1992 during the time Ballance

waz not in the Houzse,??

2 Molvor,p.20.
27 Molvor.p2b.pRp. 20209,
e fArnold, pp. 351 -355,
SRR 00,
e Mcl\/ur‘, N S .
20 Molvor, .48,
Veitokh, p. 32,
AUFor ey account of Ballarmce'zs life zee Molvor'z book,
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Bzllance wéz thie first Prezident of the Warazroa Fresbhouabt
fAzzociation and Vice-Frezident of ths Hew Joelsssd Freethmqqh+
Faderal Wnion and no doubt hiz contacts withan Wanganul helped the
establizhment of an aszociation in that tows very auickly.  Thouah
bz waz involved in the Fresthought assooiation from itz inception.

iz recall to Parliament in 1984 méart hiz commitment to Fresthought

waz stifled, a= had best the case with Stout zvd Bradlaugh,  He was,
biowever, involved in establizhing the Freethought Review 1r October

1223 which evertually became the zole Fressthousht periodical in the
colorny for mearly two yvesrs when Stout's Echo was abandoned in the
Movember of 1823.°%  Sao kis comtribution wes srarificant.but. bis
departure to Wellinoton, forced other 1nd1y1jla15 to take cortrol.
Archibald Dbudinoton Willis waz the Vice-Frasidsnt of the Waraanuz
Fregthoualt Azzociation.  He was =slzo Ballance 'z partner in the

“yvering Herald form [RE7-18

j)

7% whan be thaer noved onbo ezstab

o

lizk =

it ing amq bookzsllling buziness, ™Y Jt waz iz primbing oress

that waz used Lo compile the Fresthouabd

n""'

- Hevisw., no doubt, i his

zpare time to set out the papsr arnd edit 1t. He roobaly wrote maary
alz alzo. Willis had zlzo besrn & menber of the
Literary Socieby =nd wazs involved ain the civig affeirs of the hown

=ervig 1n the bourough cownct ], habowr bosed snd schosl conmitbhes®*

a

He waz to lzter be a3 MOH.OR. tabking over

41 el

zant whiern e

111

in 1893 and gained motoristy for hie “Williz Blobt' which meznt both
sidez could avoeld ipdustrial conciliztion and ao shreiabt to

Arbitration Court,

Fobert. Pharazyn contributed regularly to the Fresthouabt Beview onm

ru
-’f

CUE 1cles o bhe

such topics az “Materizlism’ and philozorhiczl

1w

questiconing of the supernatural.  Hes alzo nads correzponclernce wrtly
J.5

S.Mi1Y which was publizhed i the Fresthouabt Review znd the

Mational Reformer, thouab the latter was nsscly twanty ysars old,

A2 PR, ba2 bec, ! 183, p, 2
A2 Cyclopedia of Mew Fesland. l.pp. 142414705 .
M:Ivnr;p.ﬁl % r =9,
- yolopedia of dew Zesland. l.p. 1425,
35 EH,i:lU,JuJ'1 Pasd. e, 1.
g 16, dem. 1 18585, 0. 1 ppa 12 1 3.




He waz the honoraryv-zecretaby of the Fresthouabht azzociabion in

t

Warmgarui, = former mayor of Wanosewl z menmbsr of

i

arliamert and =2

membetr of the Legizlative Cowuicil from 18850 He zdded much

iy

imtellectualism to Fresthouabt 10 Warmganul and the colony.

Jo I Buckrell was the zecratary of the Wangarwy Fresthougbt

Azzociation and corresponded with the Fresthousht Review reportina

o the activities of the loczl azzociation. He lakse Ballarnce wazs =

member of the (dd Fellows Socisty and a Mobls Grand Ha;ter like him,
=0 he shared zimilar values to Williz and Ballsoce who had fousdsd

the Fresthought Azzociation™,  He r:

i
i

1aned 8z fsoretzry in fanuary

Plr= M. Mooy s, s lthough noh

h
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gnber of ths dWanazrn Fresthouant

e was & Spirituzlizt. did speak
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szzaciation and iz reported to havs

T
in
i

oz mrominsnt Frestihought

lecturer spesking 1n other loczlitizgs like Palmerstor Morth=?,

Woodville alzo head its shere of prominent Dresthankers, We are told
that st the iraugural meeting of the Weodvitls Presthouaht
Azzociation. the following wers eleched to orficar

E.A.Heagen{President) . CLA.BevarndVice-Frazsident and Secretary),
T.Hyde(Vice-Frezidert) . T.F.Fountaine (Treszurer: and E.Hutchins (the
1wkl member of the commitbes) . *”  Of these 1ndividuals, little iz

Erowrn of some, much of obhers.

E,A.Haggern wazs the editor of the Woodvills Examinsr and one who was

irvolved beavily in the political and zocial life of the zsettlement,
g2z Ballance waz 1 Warasnui. He wazs a member of the local road
board, mayor of Woodville 1m 1895, “inztigetor’ of the Woodville

Clation and & reprezentative on the Seventy-Mile Buzhk

N
1

Sehtlerzs’ Azzociationtt, He w

o
4]

teavily wvalved in the azzociation

Molvor.r. 116,
Cyclopedia of Mew Zegland.l.p. 1417, .
FR.2817,Fab.1 188, 0.7,
FR. 16 Marchl 1584006,
The Fationslist, Sep, 27 1805,
40 FR, Ls&aMarckd 12240, 5,
41 R.Shaffar, ‘Woodville Gerezis Of 4 Bush Frochier Community . 15274~
187 .M. a. Theziz. Massey Univerzity. 1974, 0, 453,
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bhome af fh' other sxecutive members of th

zzocliation were alzo

Hol
o

0

prominent menbsrzs in the life of the town-zhic. T.F. Fourmtaaine
‘opetied the first store in Woodvilile snd iz clazsed aléhg with Haogen

try Shaffer az one
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towrn involved in
averything. #*  T.Hyde waz a member of the Yictoria [omain Board and
an officer 1m the National Azzemblsy ot the Hew fexland broabts of
Labour.*®  The Vice-Prezsident and Sscretary of the Woodville

Fresthought Azzaciation, Chaz.A. Bevar,. waz the photographer in ths

fhe figure of T.R.Welton looms largs 10 the lives of Fresthoughh g
Falmer=ton North =ind Feillding wherse bhe lectured aind waz involved,

tgzed i Palmerston Morth, ke wss

i

clark by the weslk znd a lechursare

in hig weskends exploring such topicz zz "Dlectrical Pevoholoay ' s

i

“Jazuzs and the Gozpslzs ' oY He added much to the the intellasctuznl

endeavour of both =

in

Tt lemnsnt

3]

.

Otheyr 1rvolved memnbars includsd shop-bsepasr ToHall, T.birg z2d Mizz

MW ltorn, #% z

The Fei1lding Liberal Socisty znd Litsrsry Dnzhitute relised bezocily

o bhe efforts of T.R.Walton and obbher oozl menbesrz like

Mow that the structure snd prominent individusls have been

mired,

1 will rmow turn o dizeouss the typez of acohtivities Fresthogaht

azzociagtions undertoolk,

Woodville: 1875-12375 =, &7,
42 Shaffer,p.43

43 Cyolopedia of Hew Fealarnd.f.p. 1171,
Woodville: 1275-1975.p. 105,
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Apzrt from the uswal doze of lectures and readinas a2t fheir Sumdse

meetirg

ul

Fresthinkers al=o partock 1n a number of zocizal achtivitiass
which zhow these orgamizationz plaving their part 1m an 1dea of

commuriity .

The uzual form of entertaimment, apart from ths intellectual
staimulaticn, wazs 1 the form of muzicsl recital=z. For sszsmele. the
Warnaarul Fresthought Azzociation bad 2 baend 2t =5l ther Sunday

meetinas of which the Sscretary concluded th

nl

the "L Lo.omuzical part
of our proaramme had never been sxcelled in Mew Jzaland' .4 (ther

Fresthouaht Aszociationz like Felmerztorn Morth zlzo had muszical

intervalzs in their programmez. ™ Thiz zocial activity andicative of
the Churches. where all Fresthinkers had had contact, did st fimes
prove difficult to the more convinced Fresthivkerzs when the ralisf

from the lecturez threatened to overrun them, For exzmples, the

corezpondent from the Woodville Fresthousht fAzzociztion complaimsd
that the members warted muzic =2md =immima rether fthen theoloaical
enauIry.®?  The danger wazs that the sszociztion could ke ssen as
just & =ocial club z2rd 1t=s resl resszons for orasmizing conld bes
igrored, Meverthelez=z Freethinberz did admit that it wazs the music
that often attracted the crowds.

Other activities that Fresthought assccizticnz partock in were very
zimilar to the Sunday excurszions of

the Churchiess,  For exzample, the

f
Fresthinkerz 1n Woodville visited Pahaastuzs on one such Sunday whers
the loczl populace and ... one

- E.A.Hagaen delivered a lecture to
wickad mar took hiz camera. and obtzirned a aroup to celebrate the
inaugeration of Freethouaht in the pabiztuz districh' ™ The
Waraanui Freethmﬁght Azzociation took advantaze of the hatura 1

F
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m

ature

ul

around them and took &

i
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al
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=17 dowrr the Wangarwii River.®

i

Ftayl

in

haz zaid: "The public face of Seculariztz could ssem very

twimour less but thay knew how to engoy themnselves 1 the family

abtmosphere of theilr own commumitiss ™

43 FR, 1ré.Marchl 1984, p.6, )
A% Sz The Ratiomalizt,l:17, 0ot 12 15085, 0.4 for =nm exampele.
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The intzrnal life of locozl Fresthouaht
t

the way that information wss deészeminated batwssn
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Frasthouaklt azsociationz znd the wider commur

axamired.,

The primary way the ideaz of Fraethought were tramemitied was
through lectures delivered at regulsr Sundsy mestinas. Unlike
Britain. there waz no national network for Fresthouabt lechurers sed

zmaller centresvery seldom received outzide lecturers. Jozeph
Evizorm, or "Ivo' as he wazs known, lectured once i Warassul. but
iz waz a uriaus evert. ™ The uszual zztuatlon waz for local
Fresthirkers to prcpﬂr addrezzes.,  Some indhividuals like T.R.Haltom
mgamned o be dlm“ tacturimg wesbkly o differant topilocs or ths zams
sutiject 1n Falmeraton Nortl ore wesb and Feillding the nest,
azzionally mimdetaers of religion would {scbuyre at the Fresthouaht
meetinas with an enzuing debate ooccurving sfterwardz., 1 will cover

theze debates in the neet chapter.  Lacturss did coccaszionally gaan
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Briotlwer way of spreading informatice wes the pricted nedia, In the

icals existed at

racommeticed hiz paper the Echo in 12980 and 1t ran untill 1833 when

the Freethought Beview i Hangarl took over duties in Uctoher of

that vear rurmiing for nearly two vearz.  The certre of information

thern shifted to Auckland whearn “Iva's? o beoy 1 omid-

283, becams the sole Fresethought periodical when the Fresthought

1
Review ceazed to exizt, All paperz tended to mix local zituasticons

m
0
in
r';_l

with a rumber of philosophical is 1 wﬁf'ﬁ"znwalls report on
the political state of the nation. esrecizlly when lt corcartied
legislation which could have threstered the treadom of Freethinkers
11t the colony.  Freethinkers ware ntroduced fo the adesz of peorls
Like Henry Georas, Spencer and Comte snd mervwy aroumerts dispubing

the i1desz of orthodos Christizmaty A11 parers carvisd reportz oof

Th Fdfzun lizt, 2019, Juneld 1856, for an example of thiz,




Freethought azzociations, but 1t wez the Fresthought Revisw that

COMZ1E +dr dy filed reports zent to them by local aszociations and
the ome that ssasmed lezz parochizl.  Throuah theze papars

discuszions could be verted and Fresthinkers fhroughout the country
could keep tabz on the progrzz of Fresthouabt and the new

aszaciationzs that opernsd.

Cortact betwean Fresthought mszocizations wsz another way of
zpfeadirg information and a zourcs of styrsrmoth for smaller
azzociations. Palmerztorn Morth and Feilding seemed to be clozsly

tied espeacially throuabl the effortz of TR Walton,  The atismpt to
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imbional Fresthought zszocistion 1 1984 failed, bat e
doubt the conferaznmce did crazte =ome oo of ity for those
azzociations in smallsr centres. Ths pehition establizhed by the
Couneil of the Fresthought Federzal Union o Farliamsst to repsal bthe
za-called "Hlasphemy Laws!' showsd Fresthinksrs workirmg togstier o

kil rights they bad gzimed. ™ It bad mad

1
Eal
ih
i1
o
—
it
3]
=
i
s
it
T
-
o+
ey
HY

Frastlimberz in =maller cembr

feal they could snact chanoe,
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vedividusls donat e

Frasthouaht materizl to thsir oozl azzocizhbion zo

1w

bibrary oould
be eztablished., Ure “Rlus Ferncil' iz mertioned by oz numbsr of
Fresthought azzsccistions 1 =meller cenbtres as somebody who took 1t

upor themzselves to devulas informztion. ™7 Witk libraris

it}
0]

it

eztablizshed memberz could then borrow hookz and pazzs bhem aonto
friendes or aguaintance:s and perhapz 3zin more “convertz o to
Frestihvouagbt.,  Probebly the way nozt came to Fresthoualt waz throual
reading tractz by the likes of Paine and Ingersall.
The numbers of Frethinkerzs invalved 1m Theze azzocistions nee

e commented oo, becauze

ot

here 12 2 larage disorepancy betwezp the

raambers claamed by the Fr

sorizticns and whast arrezrs in

the cernsuz.  The cansuzs claimsz

themeselves fresthinkerz in

carry b

R EEEEE

S FROI210, Julyl 1834 . 0.7,
FRr.2:21, Junel 123

for on os«amsls of hiz work.



imvestigation iz taken furthsr =znd we come
like Palmerzton Morth and Wagesewn. wse find zome diftersnce. Lo the
Wargziuil courty 1,070 percent of the population dezcribed themsslves
az Freethinkers., The figure for ths danswzty county 12 043 percant
which i= below the rationzl averageﬂﬁf Howeevar o the rombers ofe 1z
talkirg about are very very =mzll. ﬁﬁot zmzller tham those that the
variouzs Freethouaht aszociationzs claimsed. Fof axamele, the Wareganul
Freethowaht Azzociation claimed 1t had & membership of sigbhhy four

it 1884 and that it hoped it would scorn reach one bundrad.®® Either

the correzpondent was exagerating the rumnbkerz. or many Fresthinbker

il

choze to call themzaelves obher thimgs 1n the censuszs.  Ancther
explainatican miabt be that many of thoze counted gz memberzs wears

orly cazual investiagators who bhaeppered to st a mesting whern nunber

i1

ware counhed.

Before moving onto the pest chapter. b wonld prove uzeful to
explore shhitudes towsrd Fresthouabt 1 the Farnawatu sd Waeszoeowd
ard elzawhere in Mew Zemland in the 12290z, New Zealand Fresthinksrs

never experilenced the tyre of reprezzion that ocourred 1n Braitain

fd evern 1n Australix. The courdry was moch more fluid,  The fact

,+ ga

hat people ik

HY

Stout zmd Bzllance could ke zuch zucceszzful
politicians &b a time when Bradizugh wes shrugaling 1z testinony ba
t

iz, Az the sditor of the Fresthouaht Feview zsad of Stout'= and

Ballance's election victoriss in 934

1t meed hardly be =zid that in

i

=zl case tha majority

ly made up of the voterzs of Church
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1
to have their religion drasged throuah the mire i o2 politiocal

Thiz was the live and let live mertality of colomiadl Mew Zezlandd.

Thiz 1z even showr 1 the oht sk By the Chorches. Often,
2z 1 the case of Warmseon, theres could Fee g orestion by the various

Charches, tot bhen after zome Yims bhe zermonz st lechures saspnst

Hox o®wow ououwoso®oEoH

MZ_Lenzuz.
=7 ibid..p. il
is11,
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Fresthouabt would stop and the Presthinbers would complain about thea

fach thét there waz no body prepared to debete with tham, Mozt of
the Churches had lsaret to zimply 1onore theme Thizs tolerance w
soticad by Fresthinkers and sszen az further advarcement of libersl
thought., 1 will further explaan the attitude of Chraiztians toward

Fresthouakt 1n following chapters,



CHAFTER THREE: THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD OF FREETHIMKERS

I this chapter I will move to

i
i
3
-
=
1y
~+
=
jid
-
[u}
i
i
]
=
-
n
.,.
o
=
1]
=
i
e
s

MNew Zealarnd. Such arsaz sz ths va

i liberal thought and fheir imtellectugl =timulants 9111 bz
irvestiasted.,  The debates with thoze thet dizsgrest with thear
approach o life will aizo be sxplored zas will the divi=ions that
oocured within ninetesnth-certury Mew Zezland Presthouaht.

Thers will zoms comparitive anzlveiz with that of Britain s

fAuztralis as 1t ==emz aprlicable.

Taed Rovie hazs characterized the Szoslarizt omovemernt in Britain &z

part of the *...redical wing of the Literzal party.o. .Y I flay

weire spgaasd 1n batbtle with the Conmzervativezs. Thsir aims faelloan

withy much of Libsral thought gt the tims with their callz for norme-

intaervertion in the intellectusl Life of ths anchivrdozl. which
included the right to freedom of veligron. the sepaeration of Chuarch

arngd State, and such 1dsazs =

zeculzr sducstion,

HH

The New Jealand Fresthought Federzal Uniore corstitution concerned

2

itzelf with defence of 1ndividusl liberty and

iz

daf of

lemislation which had already beesn pazzed which defernded individual

1
«D
i
1

liberty, becauze they were aware that azinz made st one YTine could

be takern away at obh

e

wyr times, Freethinbesrs were aware to contbinus
to make sure no blazphemy laws or sectariasn laws were 1nstilled wmto

New Zealand.® For exzample, there waz concern expressed from

T
M

Freethinkersz about the fact that chonrches paid mo property tax yvetb
they were allowed reprezentation at selact committeez discuszing

such things sz educstion. ™ Such zpecizl btrasbtmert wmelied that

Christianity was the State religron an the view of Fresthiirders.,

# @ ox a2 e oA n

1 Fovie,Radicals.p. 215, )

7. April 1884 pple-7.
Tri, Drec 1883, 0.5,




Similar arguments were voicad by Stout when e espres

ar doubts

showt the new Craiminal Code Bill whaich hsd bzen 1nﬁroduce: ittt
Houze of Reprezsrmtatives in 12994, Tha ill =l=zo corbaarnsd zechl

tout argued that irorder for thers

e

ot Terimes agaansEt religion'.

to b

1

a law advocating such orimes, then there nust ke 3 Stats
religiarm, becauze omly then could there be such laws pazsed. becauze
the crimez would alza be zgainst the State. * Az far az Fresthinkers
wers concernad, the Stats's only funchion wes to oL opromote the
highest zocial and the highest 1ndividual Life...'. 1t zhould not De
interferrimg with religious fresdom and individuzal libaerty, ... than

e EEAY

to maintain good oder and peace... .

iy

aE abhso

oy

utely
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oty

¥
otherwizse it should be deemed “fyvramrmaczl’ ™
Thus Freesthinkers approved of the riabkt to both daefernd their ows
individual freedoms gz well azs cotherz. L dlew Zeslznd. unliks

Britain, “many of thez

m
1
s
=
i

tiad been achisved.or they had zioely ot

toxll durimg the coloie' s tormatios, Insteszd, 1h z=ens,

,"r'

tharkers 1 the 1480s gar

i

ot the helief thet progrezz wes
acoury g, ot that they gz ovaeeausrds oof nhas., should make surs that

the momertun wes ot halted, The eyoiutron of human socilety, shogld

il
in

they zaw 1t., conbtirwe on a upvard oot Lrum.

Therefore, although Frestihought

dAiffered from 1tz

counterrart 1n Britair. the idess thmk

zesm ho be very

similar to thoss 1 the “Mother c. Huch of 1t staimulation

camz from Freethinkasrs 1 that vacimity of fthe world, zo =aimilar

concerns would be achoed in Mew Zemlanmd. 1t 1z poszible to ses MNew

,+

aglamd Fresthought in the conbsst of ibaral thought. 8z Linsham
hes zzid, "Frasthought appeslad to bz followerz az a form of

political radicaliz=m'.® Feople liks RBallsnoe and Pharazvn were part

of their communitiss intellactasl feoauErds, 1nhividuals owhio bad

@ particulsr visicn of the way Meu Jexland should devalop whockh

Pl el

included the values of Freethouwait.,




Faople 11#h Fallance zed Stout . wbys

oot oppurtubty,

land natioralization,

zvd theresfore

af Henry Georae arnd

the

formed the Land Mationalils

Lo Somlehy

early mart of EX

122 Ballance. infact wrots zimn arbicls

tabiomalization for the Er 1ette, by thas he auoted Geor
favourably and cutlined iz 1desl zoocishe

f e wlet

HE
the

zred o

However,
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Within
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of hhe idezc

AENTIE - R wtt I

Georas,

thowaht Feview opilrnions

- Georgs’

i

= vorlosd,  Ume oorresoondert

paper bad sunb a2 o " famatic' ad

he Fifth

IR etatl

1nproder to zivw teelr orpositior bo iz oidezs,

of the pzper, probebly a.bbhliis. the

Wargsyedl Frestbhouaht fAzzociatice., oot imoausd o uphold the

private property and uzed Spznosr o oaraumsnt that althooah

carr only b

adapt

netiohslization of lad of dezivsble, ... 1% raml

future whern the zocial corganism has ot

m

conditions of esisternce’ . ®

Clearly Fresthinkers were mot & conplstely united bloc, atter

thay were opposed Lo cresds amd wers

i theory politically

thouwaly they did encourage voting for

(i at

vi1ce-mres 1dernt

Pt 3o
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oe bered @
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of Hermry

o amnd

rearettad
SlEmoras

Tl

af the

(] 'f

all,

trzutrale

3 Liberal candidates although &

Freethought hloc vote was “aged unlazs o andividual

fraedom waz threaternsd. ™ Howsver. urited

1zzuss they wera

intluded zec

2t 1o,

ular educ trasdom of religion, zseperation of

5 FRL 217, Tty
FR. 21

10 FR,

24,

2 H%a,
i1,
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arvd Shate and =o o, They tirmly believed that the victory of
solence avelr religion would cremte o bhebter zociety., one rid of the

tyrammy of supersztition.

They ware zlz=o prepared to exsplors variouzs idezsz which at the tims
ware radical a=s shown by a couple of articlez that appssred in the

Fresthoyabt Review which wers ddvocating "Hare's systam of

Froportional Representation. ' o these articlez the writse, "1, 13

ather claz=zesz 11 Mew Sealand recsived no raprezentation. The writsyr

dizputes hetween Pz over support for their own constitusnoies

rather than reprezentatives bzing umited For the

zocliety.  lUnder Hare's =zystem electors wsould be skls to vaote for

N LULAE B M LS 1

aryone, no mathter which constitusnoy they stood for, and onoe thet

Pz auota had been filled obther

condd be voted for.  The
mifr ity would slzo be reprssented.
Cler adess which Fresthinksrs ssplored anciodged st -vivizeohion.
arti-vaccinetion, the pozzible confadsration of Auztrelzs aod Haw
sealand and ths sxternsion of wimer's rrahhz ' ® There tharéﬁ1g =
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inprovenent that may bave pleased Jamusl Smilez or Renthem.  For

example. the Freethouah
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Workimaman'zs club 1 1s b o vmtos 1tz arproval of O Y asmeral

+ w o

gWwakering” to intellectual lifes zind mentzl activaity of the

industrial classezs'. The writsye zpnpha

reliance, ' az important znd sttributed the improvemsn

P sl
j
oy
o

W

working-clezs to educaticn and the freepress, thoss bastions of

szl f-improvensnt. and ended with an evolubtionary staber

=3
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"It 1z & long way from a club of working men an the later end
of the mineteesnth century o cwr primordial zncesztorz of the

caves and gravel-drift periogs

oz wonoe k2 uE o

11 FR, Zeld. Moy, L 1esd, ppa- 10,




U The individusliztic tone of such obzervations 1s alzo evident,

Fresthinkers were prepared to dizsousz o rumbsr of 1dea

!ﬂ
ai
&
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e
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them wihich showed that to them the azsocizabtions were as nuch a placs
for intellectual =stinulation as they were organizabions to reprezent

the non-religious elemsnt of New Zesland society.

Howsver, their main rale wazs to represent z visew that differed from

the dominant view fThat was

T

spogzed 1 colonial society, that of the
churches,  Fresthinkers believad that the progress of bumanity coald

rrehiti

ornly ocour 1f &ll religious sue

M

b

dore zway with,

Gmience and reaszon should be uzed azs benchoarks by which 3l 1dess

1

croild be tezted.,  Thersfors. they

i

they totall
dizagresd with the 1dess of ths chorchez, but that 1f peopls wsrs to
believe there waz g supsrnsburzl slsment 1n the world. then it
should be proved by scisncs znd rezzone Hany Fresthankers saw
eyolution az ncompatible witl Chriztisraty,  Their dizszavespembz
With Chyistiamnity vere many znd some of bhess were zlong moral

lirme=z. In 2rmoartaicls

thae writer cut Lined

zevaral reazons why Fresthinbsrs

azed to ocliFfertwith Chriztisns:

thiz included the 1mpracticsl tzachingz of the Mew Tazstamenrt.,ths
Bloody record of the "Christarn sra’, the tramity,and the dizunthty of

[ ISR

the churchez. **  plany Fraethnk:

uzed thve “rthoroush Atheism’ oof

Bradlaual to dizaarsze with Chraiztiamty, That oz they oriticized ths

Ldzxiormiid ey e izt bom UTHZY O P R4 X vl

religiay trom withiin using thse to refute the dogmas of

Chriztianity. *® To illustrate thiz the topics of Fresthought

lectuyres 1n Palmnerstor North zod Meogsaows included zuch topicos

B0

i

-
!ll

“the Authenticity of the Gozpels' . "Facts Uoncernimg Jezuzs znd

s
g
i

Gozpels' and other like-minded topi1zz %, However, moh =1l
Fresthinkers ware oppozed to notions of the =urerpatural. Az
gpiritualizts o pantheizsts they belisved 1 & sparituzal realm, bot

ot ore that was expouzsd 10 the churches of the colomies, Theirsz

.1
Hrmdnjﬂ H1 v of Athzizm in Britain: From Hobbes

Hu

16 ER. 131,00k,

Marnawatu Evening Standard, Junel 1985,




waz of z differeant world, snd they

the Bible.

Ty 1t 111

Mowever, debatez did ocour with O

the more

Blb

furdamentalizt type of O

2 as divinely inesplved and so
Freethinkers who saw thas book as

proarezz of humanity.  For esamel
Keprezsentatives betwsern the likses

W, I 5% arvd Turmbal L. MP for

Bili.

auart

-

Bible-1n-School Tormbogl l

oyl boausraficat

ut
i

Frlstians.

101

w1t

Friztian, wiio tended tozes tha
ware bowund to difter with
oy 2]l and a zource of the none

o there was debste 1 the House
ot Stegt omnd WP osuch as
ERGET R of

of

5

Z arrausd thet the Bible wazs the
proper bhasis for socisty and zovors that opposzaed it waz ot oa
Limeral., Shtout rejoined with the = qlmanf" that =uch legizlation
wotld acknowlegs that the Stats sz a Uhvistian Stats, ad with

Bikle-i1m-Schoolsz

introducing sectarlan seducstion w
teachers being ftoroed o teach wh
Muck of the Fresthouaht zroumsinds
ared ke Umited States whsre ths g
WS ’g?ople such az Bradlzouab,
Were thé&obv10u’”ruu e, Mamy B
‘comverted! to the cause therouwah

Irmersocll, Otlher

Combe's
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B LMmEr
wild have appas

evalution of 1

Y

Gtz Thgres would be oz dangsr of
1Ty those Presthinkins and Usth
=t they orposed, !
czme from Ursethinksrs 1w Bimat
reat cantres of the movement
Hotvosbe, A.Bezant and lngsrzo
satinnbzrs claimed to have hesr

tezding b

=

s, Bradlauah

Full

;"{ £

Lomte ard

SpeEncer.,

evolution of society

whio put their faith i the

ectured on "Comte and the Fosit

cethouaht Review spoke favours

Fhilosopher Hargarul.*™  The Fr
ot this Law of Three Staass which

throuah the

Ttheolo

it

zz the writar
!
i .
13 4. Lnfvnductan AL Shan
gg_ge fLurdun,lﬁ;4)ypp.11w12L

allowed for bumanity to move
a3ical.
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zupernatural and pozitive!
development with the form ot

waz conczrred the supermatural
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becoming lszs and

ez important sz ozoisnss began tabe over. [in

1
Fresthinksrz, zciances hed become the FEw relioion: ®s

wfad

may of thes

ig

Robert Pharazyn zaids

.

wwxECoienos. moralized by oa davobtion bo humanity, thougb 1t

may compel us to sbandon mary cherizhed 1lluzions, will

releive us from many needless fezrz, and will furpish a2 far

firmer baziz for morality  th

x),x
£

can ke abtained by appexlited
to "zurvivals" of philozopby which has fulfirlled 1ts

missio’ . =9

Tharefore many warse like Combte's pozitivists believing in the

Y e e Buprenacy of science over all... L FY iz belief in the

pozzibilities of =cience 12 echosd iy the pzaoss of the E

Fresthouabht Review and Ratiocnalish whsn a

digcoveriss were mentionesd at razrdom. The

cobaind a zeperats zection of "Scoisncs Bo

zorts of unrelated discoveria:

t
-+

o
T
ol
L
3

of thi

m

zoientific droelege would be encugh to herald 2 rew sas of

Fedmarity .
Maturally zuch notions would beovg Shem oobo oot lict with matry
Chrizstizamz. Debatezs or lecturez deliversd by Frestlankerzs and

Christian:s tended

ot
]
ng
D
l
@
ot
iy
in
ot
=
il
1
oy
3]

faw topics., ususlly

Sl el

concetrhed with theological dehatssz or the compatibality

llf
gitd religiorn. o whi acted az

apologizts and attemprted to =ze the svibheziz of =oilance and
treligion were, infact bhypocritical.  For swanpls the Feversindg
Fithohett saw the evolutiorn of God from g tribsl deity in the (1l
Teztamert to the umiverzal god in the Maw Teztapent: such notionz of
an evolving God would heave Deern zesn sz notaiAawd Gutszde the uzugl

farthdoe ' arguments Fresthinkers would hzve besn Hzed to,

However., differesnces of opirmaon slso ecrsted  witlan the Frastloonht
movemnart 1hzalf, iz was primar1ly katuszpy zparitualist

Froastivinkers and aom-spirituzlizst or nzterizlizt Fresthinkars,  Sons

wow o or oA w oo
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Fresthouaht organizations sach 3z the arours 1 Welliveator sovd

ﬁhhlldﬁﬁ mads themzslves: completely meterizalist by choozimg names

il the Wellimaton
arizt Socisty.  Howsver, other arours bead zllowsd zy one o
Jaoin the azzociation 1f their 1dsaz ram counder bo the “orthodos!
Chriztian visw. Thiz}waz dus principally tm‘the zmzall numbers of
rearle 1n theze communities theh were libsly o joan sush
craamisations.  However., 1t ssamz that e crasmiZabion in
Falmerzton Morth wes completely zpiritoslist. Az L.Borrow, o writer
ot Britizh Spiritualism,. has shows maivy spirituslizts saw

themsslv

iyl

z 32 gllisd with zeculzrizts sazanst Chrishtianaty. but thet

zecularizts did not recoonize thaiz alliarecs, beozuss they =aw

zpirituslism gz & fthreat to thelr mmssbershie ornd very sxiztharnoe
arid that people like Bradlzugh would besyve mever al lowed such an

alliance to develop tully, bur even Bradlisushi oz Hall of Soience bhaed

ary "Ll ounstated number of "memberz. . owbho {verel belisvers in

spirituslizm'.  Howsver,

43 iy
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Thars arre zimilar exemplar of zpavitualist grourzs i Mew Jeslandg
elisvirg thaey were part of an s2lliz;es et hrthodosy, For

0

ample, the Palmsrstorn Morth

g

zvohologrse ] Society faw 1ts

achivity

IU

= gz alding bhe proarsszoof bumaznihy as erprezzed by therr
correspondant CLight! More Lighttt, o2
I Mew Zealand, owever the tect that zpirituslizts were involvaed 1

the Fresthought movasmsrt was officially

et

recognized. and with this
recogtiition came zome problems. The velus of Sparituzlizm wazs
debated at local and national level among Fresethimbers, =sowd itz

legitimacy was under scrutiny. Ome ztatemsnt linked

ot

he pozzible
value of spiritualizm in & variety of waves to the Fresthooghh

movemnsrt
"Spirituslism iz eirther true or falss. It trus, 1t must

directly dizplace Uhristiznmaty,  1f fzlze, 1t 13 =2

-

A i abe

HH

LL.

logical araument zgsivst Christiarity pub 1 3 most practical

=z % uw 3% woax

ey

22 LeBHarrow, Independent Spdritzs: Spirituslizm and Enalizh Plebians, 1850~
F10. (looeador, 19246 },rP,JH“ FRLHE .

?1;11¢Aug,1 e

Zaodulyl o 1EmE LR




A
-

form, ftor it 12 obvicuz that 3t millionz of intellectus)
pereons have 1n our o dey besn the victims of delusion,

there 1z rno reason whatever for

amig Chrastise belist 1=
ok the result of =zimilar delusion’. =0

Marry Freethinkers had to tread carefully over their commerts about

Spirituslizm, or they might offend & laras zechor of the movemnant .
Thiz 13z shown by the commentz made in Warmgaew: where Mrs BoMoore. &
zpirituxlizt wazs allowsd to lectuwrs at the Wamganul Freethooght

fzzmciation, which zeemzs to have been completely materizlizt.  The

correzpondent o the Freethouaht Revisw zpoke very cordislly of her

addrezs, but we not prepared o commit bamzelf to make any

ohservationz., =F

Mowever, thiz did not mean that non-sparaituslist wers not zome Limes

pocused by Sparitusliztz of cresting dizuaty. The

Ligkbt., =z fAustezadizon

Frasthouaht and Sparitoaslizt peraadical.

accused the Fresthouaht

of nmot beira svepsthetic to ths

Spiritialist cauze and,

belisved 1 thargs they conld red o zee. Ths yourpal werd ore To saw
thigh "L..S5pwrituslists fud w0 antel biosncs,. & mind. manifestinsg

tzaelf 1n a hundred differsnt vroz =2+ thear circles. wiach 1 nob
the mind or intelliasnce of zuyy oo of the perzors forming the
foarclat L Materizlizts oand 3r1r1tua!1%%? fiad ko bea to difrer
aind some bow cortirie o be o wmarfiasd i thelr battlse moazinzt
Chrlztlaﬁlty, Howaver . theras wmers dittsrimeg belzefz did provide

glat of tenzion.  H3 me racoamzed, the belisf of some

Spiritualists im 1dsas zparits did, intacht, near bhet

they must admit the idezz of Chraiztisns
B sxample of the tamzion betwasesn zpirituslizt and materializt
Freeth1nker5 13 show 1n the cammunztv of Woodvills
settlensrt many people bhegan to become 1nterszsted in the 1deas of
Spiritualizm and hold circles there,  The Hoodsille Frestibooaht

Azzociatilon was sntirely Materizlizst st thizs tims. but many of

pary

b=

memter s we

re becoming invalved 1 Sraritozlizm, itz
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threstaraed, Such ciroumshances ore raemirazcent of whst o wes
occurflng, arvd what had oocwrred, 1o Braitazsh Saculsrizm o whsre mary
of thoze prominsntly imvolved an the Ssoglzrizt movensnt moved 10
Spiritualizm, Paople zuch zz Anmde Bezant wept full circle bavaing

coms from a Christilan backarcund, they drifted towzrd Seoulzoerism

before becoming Spirituzlizts o o1 Besant's caze. Theozophy &

wesZEmi-Epiritualist cult. ..o Therefore, there were zons

debztez., 1n Woodville held betwsern Huao, s phwsioanomi st and

mrpzdale & Spiritualizst: Hugo oppossd the 1des of

o
cy
i
1n
5
g
-
pux]
a1}
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o
v
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whiile Dinzdals zupportsed 1f, #%

i

The end rezult waz that the azsociation wzs reorganized to allow

Spiratuslizts o join. tinsdzle. the recoamized leadsr of

Spiritualizm in Woodeille, wazs elscted treszszurer and Vice-proszidant

2 e

of the szzociabiorn ®® Howsver. tha powsre strogsle did leave some
bithternezs mz shown by the comments made boy the azsocizabion's
inE. correspordient on oan zddreszz by Dinzsdale czlled 6 Death-
Blow to the Old Theoloay':
The zaddrz=zz, waz glven 1y splendid style, but arand laraouages
WEE, 1 MWy Spinlon, zlmost 1tz zole merit, =z bthe counrse of

thiz =zc-called Sparituslizm 1z evidently as

ot

1ttle undsrstood

o

by spirituzlizts 2z thozse whoe krow little or nothing of the
phenomeﬁa;”“.

Therefore the eviderce of contlict was there. Such internzl tenzicns

meant that theze crgarizationz lost zome of their effectivenszs

Mowever, conflicht waz not Jush reserved o differences over

zpirituslizm.  Fresthought azzocistionz diffaered over the best way

i whick they should conduct themzslves,

zxamnrle of thiz was

betwesr belwsen the paperz The Hationmzalizt and the Freethouaht

Feview whick differed over the type of approzch Frasthinkers should

condaemned The

Taeewmarth of tonme zeed lamentable tendercy b
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A0 FR. 2118, March]



Slvot, He

b )
frmed
ry
i
o
o
ot
P
e}
I
et
ot
11t
-t

vidlasrity' which upset editor o
resporided by araueina that hiz paeer hzd the odd joke am i, znd
thiz was uzeful. becauze it helpsd zell thse pzper and thuz advance
the cause of Fresthought in the calony.e Hiz paper alzo contained

zome parcchial arqumentz =

i

tivizing Wangeou: 'z opalose sz tthe huboof
the universs' to illustrate hi=z point about the valus of comedy 1n &

papar: the editor of the Fresthought Review should remember the

zmall zize of Wargarul zod bilz own 1nErperishcs 25 8 propagandizts?

Guch dizputes are in the zame cormbest =z tve debates that wert on

betwesn Bradlaugh amd S5, J.Holyoake 2z fo the bezt courses that the

Fresthought movement should b

o

was of the oramion
that zscularists zhould

i)

the upper-hand 1n debates

the reazonable omesz. Bradlauab, om the aotler -band,

militarmoy., Secularizm could ooly bhope o defest zyperztitiorn 1 f 1t

’

werafore. the 1deas of Frastbipbsrs 1o the Mamswaty vsre maey s

[n N

v

m

Fee,  Wome of bthesme did szors tepzion 2z 1 obEve 1lluszteted, 1
@m awWare that mery remaukz about Frecstlooaht wers very gersral, ot
that waz dezigred Lo give one oy scrrecizticon of the nunber of 1dsss

that sxisted. In the final chapter. I

why Fresthought declined zz zuch

L
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r
s
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SUN GOES DOWW OM THE “FALSE DAWN-

I the late 1880z marny Fresthousht szzocistions

Fervour thah sgizted only s faw vezrs betors

thiz chapter 1 will attempt fo exrlzar whyv

17 the Maoawaty and Warnganu stopped operating 1m the

]

will explore thiz 1n the context of the soocizl composition of
Fresthought to rerhaps explain the organizations' demize The “live

ard let live' mentality of zsttler zociety may also sxplain the

m

iy foldirag of groups. 06

ey reazons will o rncluds the loss of

charizmatic leadsrs angd ths zttract

I,.:

varnezz of newer 1dsaE.

Aomorrding to studies dons by Fovlie zod Bodd of Seculzar1zm 16

Britair., 1t would zesm that the movement 1 thet country oonprized

membeerehiie from the workira-clazs and lowsry piddle-clazzs.  Howsver,

there was some dizcrepsccy beteesn Rovilse's znd Budd'z findicgs.

Budd sufveved bloararhtcsl amd obitusrizl source R RTINS

0~ '

mozt from the Czemi-shilled’ o

of society.) Povis's =survey showuz thet there wasz

g arezter autodidactic element i ths seoularizt movemsrnt. ™ There

aleo tended to be some wesltbiisr memberz n zomns of thse other

it

aszsociabions.

Uf fhoze Fresthinkers that wsrs mentionsed im acoounts of azsociat ton
activity im the Manawatu sad MHamaszmon . s zlightly datfersmt proture
ke svident., In zome inztancszs the evidencsz supportzs Budd., im

ohher, the findirngs of Povle.

In Warganul, thozs members thst arse mentionsd tend-to b2 from the

tarkzs of ths petit-bourgecizie of their community.  FPeople zuch zs

bed Decoms prominseh

memberz of their tows thoogaly flear oen entrdpensn el et berts,
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[heze autadidacts were irnvalyed v other osramasatdons thet sodorsed

their mutusl-improvensat phillozorby

frozz The Oddfs 11nh« Gomiety,
Thaey ware of the mind that throush onss oown 2Ffforts,. ame could

schieve zuccezs,.  Thesze people wers, thuz, zlzc the

oo thelr involvement in local politics. Theze rn"1+1wn= of

rezponzibility would probably not prezsented themzelves to =uch

irdividuals, 1f they had bearn 1n England or Irselzond, but arn the new

courtry they were able to achisve zuch pozitionz of eminetule N Ew]

Hots,

doubt thare were also members drawn from obther classzes, but the

o
ive the aszsociaticon was drawn from the rank

[

in
3
oy
[
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53]
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+ {22 ;:v‘f:
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e
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zociety. They were the mozt committed memberz of the
crgarization, =o they would have zet the tane for the szscociatice,
s to their philosophy of mutusl-inprovemsnt and strich
individuslizsm, thiz may have alisnzted maoy cotentizl mamberz who
wodld not have sesn any resl oworth i ovespsctibilty. Az Budd zay

of British Seculariztz:  “Far from bearg dizreputable, onsny
frestiinkers were cut of f fom the rezt of the working class by theair

-

irternse and ratker zolemn sutodidacticizm' .

Such & =rhtuatice could heve ocourved o Wanoseul. =l thougb thers were
probabdy s rumber of causzusl memberzs owho did not pay their

suhzoription feez., but who sttendes mzory of the mess

Rl T LW

In Woodville the prominent membsrs of the Fresthought zszzomiation
were also adtodidactzs. such zz ELA.Heogasnm s Joumtsine. Their
BESECCI&LON Seems to have besn o zshoupn T oin opposition to the

Fegenory of the United Fres Methodizts thst flourizhed at ths

Fonding of
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late {9702, Theszs peopls wer

m

alza thoze tha

o+
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m
T
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Elve tons for much of the idea

El!

of the
azzociabion, althouabl the challesngs from Seiritualizm most bBe bept

in mind. Tl

)

1z group of Srirituzalizts may bave besnodrzwn from
another class in Woodville, altbhoust. I owas unable to szcertain ths

cocypation of prominent spavituzsl

fomet
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commuriity such s: Dinzdsle.
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Falmerztor North's Fresthoosit groor seens vebansrt Ly st oclar o,
ard ooz of the members mertionsd wsre notzbles of the commamity,

glthouah ToR.Walton was s member of the Highway Bosrd.  The

Eﬂ

czbt lamernt wa

III

'y 1

i

ih

Y

m
i

v ozivd bad laaly proportion of malss oworkilnm azs

d

it

at tezn sthinlbars

trravvies.,  Budd not

in

t
i

oz thet peorle became Fr
ircluded alismation of individualz from th=iry ... older zooial

sllegiarnces' . T People 1n Palmerston Hoeth zendd Feilding vould fit
thiz explaination, but 1t doss not erplaan why zimillar ssttlements

1 b Mamaweatu Jdid not bave Fresthooabt zzzociationz. Howsver, hhes

reazons for the demizse of theze szsofiaticns could be socoumted for

by the bigh transciencs of
Fresthought. HNeverthelszz. there wsre 1nolividusls zuch a2z Maiczz

A, Chamberlaiv, & relation of the Feildirs mill-owssr W Chanbesr lain,

who would have besn wezlbthler caitizenz of Palmerston Morth oor

iy
-
e
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E 1ty
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oy
=
.
£l
N
e
-D
a"l

settlemnsnt = petit-bourassizie. ¥
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wWaye 11 whach peopla from va clzTtrer wera able to ipteract

arud mi,

What 1z avident Trom tha studizz of Fresthoogaght azsosiations 12 that

ik

they were domimated by man o wbadch nzy bheve something o do with the
gender imbalance in arexs such 3z the Manswatu,  Howesyer,
Fresthought azsociationz zsem to hizve besn very colcermed about bl

fact that their organizaticanz atbtracted vary fow women., AR address

Moore to the Hanagsral Fresthouaht Azzociztion on “Womes's

r
RS
- I
=
1]
=

e outlined this probldem.  She arausd

it
o

qat BT women were the
upbrirmers of children, then 1t wazs 1nperative that they were

sducated az Libarals zo that these idess of heterodowsy wers

o

instilled intostlhe mindzs of the children.®  The ninetesnth-century
view waz that womer were the advocatez of religicen and that 1 f thew

cold sgperated from the churches, then gsssrations of Fresthinksrs

=B
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cogld emeras.® It waz belisved that ot the Fresthought aszocizhions
adopted the ceremoiizl zzpectz of the churchasz. ther mors woman
wotld be sttracted to thiz form of “surrocosts religaion’. '™ The

reports given by Fresthouabt az

mertion women, bob
their rols is generally azsigned ta the ntartairmment zuch sz the
playvirng of musict?t,  These women alzo tendsd to be the wives of
Freszthinker=s., Ths azzociation LR tamily foocus for then.

Thiz =urvey of the socizal compoztion of Fresthouakt aszociabion
givez little hard evidernce that the zemith of Fresthought lay in the
menbaership,. It may have conbributed, but other reasons for declins

must bhe explorsd.

The lozz of charasmatic lsaders could havs been g reazon for the
decline of Fresthought zzsocizbionz Iy fact. the secr
Wargaron Freesthouabth Aszociaticn, J. 0 Buckreil. admitted az much

whier s ztated thzt the lczz of Ballsycs to parliamentary dutiszs bad

L members were vowlreg o puall

-

togethert Y2 The lozz of people zuch gz ToRUWalton in Palmerston

Horth would left the Frezsthouaht movement 1o thet zettlemsnt in

g ozimllar predicamnsst. The 1mportancs of charazmatic leadsrs iz

th

tothey

it

got o5z oz foous =zond rdentity for oz crammaization zod may
alzo gain b oredibility of they are & resosctaed nambse of the

COm ity .

How

m

var, the grous must be 22 strona gz iz ouaskest menbsrz oz

“+

]

U

& are other reazonz why FPreetihouaht declined 1n the Warasnul aed
Mamawatu., It would =eem that many membarzs of the crgsnissbtion werse

not very committzd to the causze 2z o1z zhown by zaome of the commentz

m

ot

mads by reportz. Chazs A, Bevan, tha secretary of the Hoodvills

Freethouaht zzsociation reported that msny of their memnbers wers

mctually attending clhurch instead of sttending Frésthoualt mest imaz

= bhat atterdznce ot these mestirgs vss very lows zogd thogs fhoss e

S Fgodd, .
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ttendad ware diszcourged Trom sttending. Some members wers

B
o
11

[ )

melking For ziragird zod muzic instssd of C oL Ldizousziorn on

theologicsl subgeckz' 27 Ih would zzem that & number of membsrs of

thiz group meraely regsrdsd the crosmazstion 52 s =ocial azthering

whare they could come irho contact with & fesling of coammumity,
Thiz woald alzo maocoount for the dizorepancoy betwesn the number of
people who athtended lecturez and thozs that actuzlly called

themzely Fresthinkers 1n ths

in
6]
H :\

£ g

2rEUs. A rumber of theze peopls

ware marely casual ermuirerzs whe sz Frasthousht mestingzs as =
zacial gathering and would also beee attendsd evangslical mestings

~h
Pl
-5

bz

i

&

h

rezzonz. Thelr commitment to Fresthogghh would ware

very quichkly.

Of the other irternal rezzonzs for the poszible reaszsons for the
decling of Fresthought in the Mzeswsto sed Wzongzewr. the o1 fferences
betwesrn naterializt Fresthinberzs and spiritualizt Frasthinkerz must

bz

Ated 5z o3 orezzon. The faobt fthat tihey believed in wvery different
f.

m

things caussd intasrnel faotiomz zs o stvoun prevdously um thae in

Hoodville

'T!

resthought Azzociztion. The Yics-Prezident of fhe

Duredin Fresthouaht Azzociztion.

ol Braithwalte, o bids
restanation from the arour see = wssbpesss o an the orgsrozshbion of

i eetiiuagih whickh centred zround both Meterisll

glr "1 zes clesrly that no
zzociation can acconelizh anyvibing bereficisl unlezs 1hs members

are zaimated by one commorn qim osnd ssprration’ . 't Shout replied

socigtict did mot meed to bhave one common ides, and that

"y
m
o+
m
ﬁ

~odosxy was desirable!®. Heowsver., 1t zezemsz that the Palmerston
North FPeychologicsl Socisty az zn oenbirely Spirvitualizt group did
ok last, but then the recordz of the Falmeraton Mortlh Lyceum ard
Literary Inztitute lasted lomger dus to itz likersl platform. In
thiz instance Stout was correct.  Situstionz that were the downfall
of ong aroup were not pecezzarily the reazon for the declime of

aroh e,
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Ferzecuton did not ccour to rezethovdkers wery readily in Haw Zesland

mither, Thiz aided the life Frssthougbh in Britain with the

ococurrad, In fact avowsd Fresthinkers Dibe
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govertment,  The only ooourences of persscution 1in fhe Wamgaeal =6

Mariawaty were very, mirnor aond scarcely worth & mention. In

Palmerstorn North The Rationalizt zand Liber

Melbourte Freethought periadical, were ewcluded from the public

readinmg room by the city couwzil.  The Ratiomzglizt. reporting on

thiz evaeprt, mads the situation zomseitbing of 2 morwmnertal ococazzsion:

"We palocs om record ths name

]
by
-
ok
if
4]
ot

mer who. in hhe
FMimebesrtl cantury have shoun their dezire to establizh a
Protestant inguisition in Mew Zezland,.  Here they are: ors
Wezt, Smelzon, Ferguzom. Gracs. Waldsarave, and RS,
Bbrrabams ', v ®

The paper did repcrt. thouak that obler Christizns on the Coomct |

biagd voted zazinst the motion to ban the Fraoethouakt papers, t7

-

Similer ‘perzecutionz’ that 11y Mortl 1ncluded the

Mamawaty Times beirg forosd to stor advertizing and reparting

Fresthougkt lectures by the oozl claray, 10

I Figldimg. the bzrnirs of the Pressth

just. hbecause the Bouroogh Coonel o o
Feriodicsls. maszed 20 I M w2 from

the rexding voom ftablet? tndicatave of the " live

aind let live' mertzlity of

In fach, the problem far mary Presthogobt aroues in the zres was
that they weres not able to gzan the full contenpt of the clerav,

For example, the Woodville group recsived some ssrmons pras

zazirzt them, but then the only minister that was prapared to debsts
with them waz Hev. Warboyvs who debated the "Genoinesnsss of the

Seripturezs’ with the Prezaident E.aLH

Il
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ey Tha ormly other

"
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Chrizstisn to take oy infidelity 1 fhe community wezs 2 lay Methodizt

Ferdle?t ) Wher they attemphed to 1pvits other soots attand

A 2
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thers were no takers, and thilz wss evern after the Fresthinbsrz hed
hwwu threstened by the clergsy.®®  Olesrly the oleray an thet towns
cdid mot think it waz worth the trouble, such actions would ondy

brirmg attention to the Fresthought azzociaticrz. Only those claragy
that inherited the zame world az the Fresthankers, such zz Worbovs

cold bave profited frnm dabat
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The =zame situsticrnicccoured 1n Warmmawi.  In that town an Araglican
cleric, Cameron, made an addresz ho the local Fresthouakbt

=
=

i

coCfiation on the fact that scisnce and religion were compstible.
However, he was told by the Bizshop of Mellingbon to ... confins

himzelf to iz parochial work'.

the Fresthouaht association s

papers o the iszuwe®*,  Tha Bizhop of the largszt ‘meinztersam’

church in the colory bnewn the zmall rumbesrs involved in Fresthouaht

mmEr oy b

arid probably thogght there ware more tmportant iszsuss for O
.,,.

be addrazzing.  Such activity only drew sbttention to it

Thoss Chriztianz who wers praparsd bo debate with Frestbhidnksr

&3]

terded to ke from the zame world of the FPresthonksrzs, except at the

obber snd of the

il

pactirun m5z far =z 1dess wers concernsd, Their
orthodox arguments could be courntered by the Fresthonksrs.,  Their
relationship was, in ome zense symbictic.,  However, Fr**fhznlwr

often complzined sbout the type of Clwizhizn they had to

with, For szamples, the correzpondent fromn the Wargamel Fresthooaht
Azzociation. J.F.Buckeell, conplzaired of the uninformed opintons of
lectures given by Reve. Farncourt ard Whitehouses, a curate from

Fates, =t  public masti

u.ll

held an the town, *® 0 Althouak, ope
a

suspects if their arguments

]

bzary theoloaioally. libersl, ths
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writer would have alzo o

Christiaps ware doing
agzinst rzliglous apathy. A Fovle khez zsidr "For the most rart.
Christiarns and fresthinksr Eywer& oy Bhe zame side. though they

dogn recoonized the fact.  They were the onmez who thoughbt theology

1
mattered snough to be argued about' . #%

The fact waz that Christians weré comtiruing to win the battle aend
thiz iz noh surprizing given the short tims which Fresthouabht bed
exizted 1 the colony. Ideas take centuries to changs, znd many
people do not bhother o svern think about the 1zzues.  Theze peopls
in ong zense introduced an awarenssz sbout the place of reliqgion in
sociaty,  The fact was that mamy zettlerzs on zrrivivea 1 MNew Zezland
ad ceazsd to continuse with & =zocizl pratice fthat waz central to
community 1ife in rural Britzin, thet 1z clorch goinga. Thes brolben
Limk with the "old country' created mew habits oand thiiz incluadaed

fimizhing with attending churach. Heoy zshtlerz thus

=3

Lt mhey esued 1 bl theologiosl debatas that were oocurring aroond
them., Homever, ofe must cempanber thet thiz gazs not zlwsvs the csze

Woodville wa

o+

izt

ll!

tpaua Fras Mebhodizh

Churche A11 bt fwo, the Hoodville Small

Farmerzs' fAzsociztion. wers senbers of this chorch.®7 Howsver, zz [

have zlready shown the attitudes of maey
+

e

stilarz i Moodvills had
changed over & very short pericd of fims.  Porhaps thiz wazs the

rezult of the climate of “live anrmd ls2t livs' which sesmed to
cominats zettler zociety?, The materizlizm of zsehtler zocishty may
have contributed to the zpathy with whach 2 omaior proportion of the

" Marewaty and Wangsnul grested theological dizcuszzion.

The secretary of the Wargzrmi Fresthouabt

comnevted on

the

i
o

ttitude of the general copuluz towuard Meegoeouis whsr be
commertbed that Freethianberz "L should be cereful to allow bhe zomgs

liberty to otherz that we clainm for worzslves. zred svoid

Draring
letﬁry of Hush
Mallington', Phod




inter farence with the sxprezszionzs of oparmrons with whiich we

ot lict that Fresthought wss sthle to tlhyaive

theczophiiocal in 1tz stbituds. thern 1 waz csrtsaon to
itz rale g3z critic of Christizraty would be gorne,. I owhan ther only
gxizt @z & socizl orous.

The losz of epthusziazm of Frzethougshh arourzs may zlzo heve besn dos

3

e

to the facht thet the szzentizlly erobteerdbecanbory araguments
agairst religion were out-moded and did oot fit the world that was
ninetesrth-century zettler society.,  The battle zmazinet reliagion wes

pracarsd to fiakt., Thers

i
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@ moral crusads th littl=

o Fight, infact, becauze the drzcomian

coourred 1
Britain wars not evident in MHew Zssland. 3 ozhete religion d1id oot

izt oz the the oaths thet Bradlzuazh w

m

Ao away with i Mew Jealausd., I faohl Bradlaugh. whes

contenklating &2 trip to Haw

that he'weald not lecturzs o Frasthoomaby sl le e owes there bhaoouzs

veethere iz o state religion. =z =ve

likesz, I do mot zea, therzfors, ubyvy T ozheold ao an bo derosones whak

Tha faot vzz that Fresthouaklt s

that did not sxist withan the fabeio

of zettler socisety.,  Obhsr ideas had more currency and wers,
therefore likely to attract more zupport.  Thersfore, Fresthougbt
declimed at & time when the notion of ztate-intervertion was aaining
currency. MNew ideas bring other ades which fit into the

comzhruction of a mew outlook,  To nary Fresthougbt lacksd currency.

L A N

22 PR, 2020, 1 May 1885, p.7. .
29 Lirgham, "Fresthinkers in Minetesnth Cembtory Mew Fealand' . p. 72,
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Frosthouabht az 2 movanert declinsd followimy bz eredible arowth
iy the ezrly 1580z, The only regiopn whackh continued Yo prosper wes
irt Chiristchuwrch where LW Colline, thes grandzon of x prominesnt

Chartizt, continued the cagzes theoush the

Whvat herrered wes

that in the zsreaz where Fresthogaht b

flropizhed mnly 5 fed vamrs
chefore, it now waz almost mopessistant. In fzoh 1t never recoversd,
thowgh Fationalizm in Aucklsed waz abls £o sz soms dsares of

supEort especially during thae 1320z whern vhe oozl bBodiss threotaned

A3
to cloze 5211 places on Dundsy that cherasd ooney for sdmittaoos,

1
The Hationalizt and Sunday

zZofffe T,

However., 1t waz never to gziiy the sminsncs that 1t gsinsd 1 ths

could syaus thet the vesrs
followimg thiz “Golden Ass' werse lilkse the veszrzs that pracassdsd it
ories bhat showed some interszh o in bhe aotion of unbelisf. Dot that

there ware not snowaly peondse to coptbairne the sffortz, Auchland,

corhires to heve & Rationslist

1tz o
litterzature, but 1t 1z the lsrasst of the very zmall infids]

ohposzte,

The Freethousht movemsnt of the loous was relevant to the people of
the time. becauze 1t characterized the liberzl climate of zsttle
zociety gt that time, It was a2 remindsr of fhe tdeas from the "aold
country' and seemed relevarnt. However. thiz was to chanae asz ths

ztrident indivie
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replaced by something that wez more praomztic. Thae notion that
mutual ~improvensst would helep the progrezzs of the aresster socisty
waz replaced by the idea that the State zhould provids for all of

one's zecurities.  Fresthouaht was part of that utlilatarizes thought

that haeld that lzisser-faire wazs the 1desl way bo rum a3 sooisty. =

that when "stateizm’ becams the domipzoeot

Fresthougaht preached bhecams laragely oubmodsd,

wos w2z ozowom oz o2

L Lirshan, " Frasthinbsrzs in Mi

Z
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beecoms domirznt,

Fresthought

i oever the ramobesth
miress of the coumtry, becsuzs of the irteresh in zuch ftorios.
sych &z the Great Bush wars psrmestsd with the zsounds of revivalist

arnd zectarizm religicon. It wezs =z fertils place for ths dizscuz=zion

ity Woodville, FPalmerston Mortly z2nd Feildina., bercsuss people snioved
dizcuszima zuch matters.  Waragarn sz oz novrs eztablished
settlamernt., It haed itz own intellaschtuzl zvsne gumrds,

zz Ballances and Fharazyn wers of e sotsdidactic posi

zorieky, zo in favour of the pubtuzl-improvensnt and theolooios

=iy that characherised

1

resthought

to Bgilad g
zociety from thelr pozition of civic prominsres snd draw orowds b

their lacturez.  The activitiszs of Frasthouaht szzocistions zs I

have shown did in o many wavs Fill the azsr thet pon-belisf left,

Thimza that were dizzatified with the wey 1n winah the churches 1
Hew Zzzland thought could fimd thet zernse of commmity i the
Fresthowaht azzocciations,.  The aoctrvitiezs of fthe orasnizations

Fillaed thizs =ooizl gzrn,. Limsharn hez desoribed these orammls

S ARt
az 1 tarms that would mabe them zesm " zurroasts religion’. bub o ons
must remember the culturzl milszo that Presthooght csme from, ™

Given that mearly 211 individusls cams from oz Clwistisn back-grousd,
it is HDtﬂ:U’F!]’qu that the “trarcinaz’ ofkthriztlanitv Ware uzsd

It wazs part of the culfure of Ths zocishy,

I have alzo shiown that Frestoogbt saz rert of the Diberal thought
that erxizted at the time. The orgzmizztionz saw themzelv
varmuard of & movemnsat that would berald the daws of a5 new socishy.
Farticoularly their conviction that scisnce, and ezpecially

svalution, proved thet religion was fallibls and therafors
Wrnsenessary.  They debated thiz peoart with Christiang who eitier

attempted to destroy the Frasthinker

1}

e raeligion’ of =oisnce or

saW that scisnce zand religlor were compabibles,

Howsver, ths ideas of of

miabkt conflich with ¢

Fresthinkersz. Thiz did not mzbter when 1t cams bo points zuch sz

W ow w3 x2oa s wow

2ibkid. p.as, For an examplese of thiz
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larmd s But., the zituzticon wazs diffsrent when one

conziders bthe ohiectionzs mater atiinkars held towserd the
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idess of spirituslizt Frestivinkesrz,  Such diszarsemsmtz could hingdsre

e activities of Freethought zszzociztionz., I bthe end such

incompatibility helped to dezt
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oziablonz, as
with the caze of MHoodville.
Tharefore the Freethouabt zzszocizstions 1o the Mzoesesto zod Vamaseen

walrdh into & shate of decline. becsuzs they could mot

ok e Wity
their irward comtradictionz. The aktitoads of mozt Chraistianz to
ignore tham zlzo meant that ths =zmzl] gorours wers unzshles o azin

sudistces Lo hear bhelr The only churches that tandss

zlizt brard who

zame methodz and =similar aroumesnts, soospt g2t o the polar opposits, ho
spread their i1denz. The more “mzivezstyrsar’ colarrches tended b

amcore Frasthought. becsuze, otherwize. they would merely brimag

that other i

zaemed more ralsvarnt o the zooiz] politacz]l ardescornomis 1ife of
flew Fealarnd., The bazically moral-force zcgumentz did ot ssemn o
erovide s solution to marny rprzamstic zsttizsrz, The drssm of

metablizhing a =oclsty based on reszon 2ol 2orsmce with bumsgaty st

(1]

i
i

the cantre waz not attractiyve to 211, The dream waz lozt,
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