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INTRODUCTION 

::;ettler ::;oc1ety. It challen9E:d the hegernonv ,:,f Christ1an1ty and 

Manawatu and Wanganui, during the 'Golden Years' of 1nternat1onal 

Freetf-,ougf:,t. It has been used as a vli1··,do1•1 fm- the ideas and 

=1ctivities that 11a=.: Ft-eethou-:::iht in N1neteenth··cent.twv settler· 

I have attempted to bt-ieflv e:,-,:pl8.1n the de·-celeiPrnent of Freethou,::iht 

in 81-it:;in befo,-e tw-r,in•~ to i:he Pl8.ce of F1-eetho1_19ht 1n l::1-f:.::-, 

nineteenth cenha-y 1,Jew Zealand. 

disappointments ;.r-e re,;:n st.et-ed thet·e bef,:,1·e I ti.wn to dis.•:us:; th,::-, 

Manawa~~ and Wanganui more specifically. 

In the second chapter the ,:,t·iqin:=: •~•f F1·ee+-1·,c•u•::iht ass,:11:i.ati.01·,::: 1n ·th,;::, 

~~anganui and Mi:1t·,av1at1.i are 1n·-1est19ated, fhe i:-:•:•ssible reasons why 

=1ssociations w,~re established 1n the 21·e::1::: they 1,iet·e i:::: identified 

prorninant indi vidu.als at-e lc•ok:ed 2.t, The ch3r,te1· Eils,:, foc, ... 1:=.::::e:=: upon 

statistical infonnation to try and urn·avel the mystet-v of the 

discrepency between official records of Freethought membership and 

those claimed by the associations themselves. 

Chapter Three looks at the ideas that made up Freethought. This 

includes attempting to see Freethought in the context of liberal 

thought. It also incl1.ides the types of ideas the::::::e F1-eethinket·s in 

the Manawatu and Wanganui were likely to be dealing with. that 1s 

the people 1-'Jho were thei,· intellectual stimul21nts. The id,2as 1-1hich 

Freethinkers endorsed will also be described. Values-debates with 

·::hristi2<.ns l-'lill 31:;,:, be described to see 1•1he1·e these opp,:::,s1n::i ,:;:woups 

:stood. Di fet·ences of op1n1on l-'Jithin 2.nd ,:,ut5id'.::! the •~wc,up vii 11 be 

].ooked 3t, 



Chaptet· Foi:u- deals 1<1i th the decline of Ft·-=ethou·:::iht a:::sc":::iat 1on:: 1n 

the Manawatu and Wanganui. The various reasons Freethought declined 

in this at·ea is e:,,:plored. Th1'.::, 1•1ill include anvthin•:::i from the 

attitudes of Christains toward Freethought to the loss of 

charasmatic leadet·:;;. The 'Golden A,::ie' of Ft·eetho1_19ht occun·ed in 

New Zealand in such a short time that one wonders whether the sun 

had time to rise on the idea. The irnpot·tance of its reliance on 

othet· countries for its :;tirnulation will a.lso be e::~plored as a 

possible t·eson for its eat·ly decline. F'e1-·har,s it di.d nc;t fit the 

social mileau that was New Zealand settler :::ociety?. Finally I will 

briefly e::-,:plain 11hat happened to Freethou-:::iht follc;win·::i the 1:?,:;::(15:., 

I hope vou find this t·e:::ear,:::h ':tn 1nten,!:::t11·"::i 1nsight into the Viot· ld 

of a sn-oup tha.t has not n2•:::;'::J v,;;;d verv rnu,:::h 2ttention in th,2 f"'E•:::t, 

i·-Jhat the emergence of Ft·eethou,:;iht in +:.his •:::01.1ntt·v shm•is 1s the 

vitality ,:,f ;':ettle,- sc11:::ietvs t"ianv t,1e1·s pt·eP8J"ed tc, dlSCl.!S'.:': ideas 

21nd debat,2 them. The1-·e •de:•-:=: r,;:,,r-<?. +:o -:=:e+:+:le.1· life th=-in the r:1-1rsu1t .-:-,f 

rnatei-ial •J1··2tificat.ion, Eve,·, the srn:=dl1::st •:•f tm•-!JE ,i:,,s bv n,:-:, rn•::ans::: 

an int<::!l lectual b2tck-1•1ater·. Inf2ct, +:h<::! vitality ,:,f th':'!se 

settlements contained 1::: n,:,t ,:,,-/Jd'::1rt· tod2v in a :::oci,2tv that 1s 

supposedly open to rnanv rn,:,1-·s i d•221s 8.nd the•:,r i es., 



CHAPTER ONE -EVOLUTION OF AN H 1EA 

Freethought was a challenge to an 3spect of the dominant 1deologv of 

roots 1n Br1ta1n. I will then turn to loo~ briefly at the historv 

1t existed in late Nineteenth century New Zealand will then be 

Wanganu1 and the Manawatu. 

Modern Ft·eethou.::iht has its t·oot-;;. 1n +:he Enl1·::ihtenrnent, althou,:_:ih 

pt·ehistot·y.;. ''·:v-ihid·, i,.i?.s r.·1·,:,rnul•::ia.ted bv r.st·1od1c?.ls r:,1.1bl1::::1-,H·1•:::i 

lists ot Fn~ethinkers that 1n,::luded the likes ot· Plato and Hnw,o 1,,1-,c, 

had reJected the •: nat1.n-al t·el i·::iion' of thei t· time;;-~.. The 

society in earlier periods and synthesised them. Freethought owes 

its modern constructs to ideas such as ant1-cle1·ic1sm and a belief 

that science, nature and reason could usher in a society that was 

based on rat1onal1ty and devoid of superstition: Chr1stian1ty t•muld 

Paine has been linked centrally to these ideas attacking the 

authority of the Bible and the evils ot 'king-cratt' and 'Priest.­

craft' 1n polemics like fhP Age of_Reason. Paine's ideas were not 

m·1911·,a1, 1n fact he used the ar·::iurnents of En9l1sh Veists ot tt·,e 

seventeenth and late e1•::ihteenth cent•.wies. but they found an 

incorr:.,:wate them into othet· 2.nt 1 -estab! ishrnent v1.ei,.1s4 
.. 

H 1 • Tnbe, J.OO __ Year-=. of F1·~~t]jc•u:=:it!t, (lond•x1, 1~::1i~.n, p. ?. 
1 see F1-eetl·,01.19htJ;:eyie1-1., 1: 11_1. p, 1 t•:•r e::arnr.•le. 
:.t:.,: Bi.'1,j,j, \/ar1et.ies, of Unb.::.l_!§f. 1Lon,j,:,n, l'?/7), p • .l!J. 
4 E. r,:c•v 1 e ,, \/ 1ct 01·_1an_,lnf l_dels' ( Mi:i.!"1cl·1est ,21·. 1 ·=1 74) '!'" :.;,'.:~:, p" :3'?" 

l.':i. ::3te 1 n ., F1·e,=.t1·":,1y:iht_ 1n ___ th':! _Uf::: _ard _Cornn1<:1ni·1ea J._t:h : ___ A ___ Ilesc1··i.pti. VE! 

Bibl10-:::i1·2,Phy, (!•.J1::str. .. ::,1··t,1 .. ,::•nr .• 1·:1:~:1) ,r.p •. ~!.-·L~,Fl='·;,_2.2· "~6. 



Carli le kept the legacy ot f··a1ne al 1 ve, 2.101·,g t·'/1 th peopie like 

Richard Taylor, embarking upoh '1nf1~el missions' to the working 

nineteenth-cent~ry. 

mutual-improvement was popularised 1n this movement as evidenced by 

movement became ' ... permeated by Ow~1's ideas on ecc~omics, trade­

unions, co-ope1··ation, 1··at1onal 1·el 1•:::11,:,n and c,:,mmur,1 st 

communities •.• ', 6 

!, 

movement and co-operation moveme11t. However, as ~ovle notes, they 

' .•• between the democratic 1·ad1cal1sm ot the Pa1ne-Carl1le tradition 

uut ot th1 s 

occun·ed due to the rnov<::ment being 1,jent1f1ed :=::olelv vnth 1ntidel1tv 

·::; Rov le, PP, 24 
(:, E:ud,j, P. 24. 

8 f'..:ovle, Victod_an Infidel:=::, r::,,, 1U1 



which was the one national organ of Owen1te Soc1al1sm and he also 

the maJor leaders was able to rethink the pos1t1on of rad1cal1sm a11d 

1 t \1-Ji:<Uld thus 

allow the improvement of human1tv. What Holvoake d1d was to strip 

combine it with the ' ••• widely held programme of anti-clerical 

ul ti-a-radical 1srn'. L
4 Thu,::" the nev1 movement 1;1c,uld Ei.Ppeal tc• manv 

in the Chartist movement and moved back toward moral crusades. The 

improvement of ti-1e 1nd1 v1dual t'louid leE11j to the betterment ,:,t 

society. 

Holyoake began to attempt to establish a 11at1onal body of organised 

11 1 t, 1 d. :• p, :::2 .. 
12 ibid., p. ·;14, 

13 ib1d,:,P,1U1 . 
.14 £. P<:<V le, Pc1.d_i.,-al s, S1::n.1la1· i st-= ... and. 



Bradlaugh was able to develop a nat1or3l organisation of Freethought 

Holyoake over the best :•iay t,:, t-•_in the :=:ecul3r movement. H,=, 

two men cont1nuEd to d1ttEr over t~1s verv 1de~ ot methods. 

Quakers had been allowed to do. lh1:=: cau:=:e.d,h1m to be barred from 

..;.· 

a•;Ja1n once i:<.>:Jc:11n and so b>2gan 2lmo:=:+: 2<. vea1-:=: of Bradl2<.u9h cont1:,:=:+:1ng 

New Zealand in the Wi ldetT1ess-F1-eethought. pdor to the 1880s 

London Secula,-- Society. 1 ·,, (.~t the. s3.me t1rn-2 Cha,- les '3outh~•Jel 1. ths 

1tIas l1vu-,9 1n Auckland hav1n,:::i 3.1-r1ved the1-e 1tnth th•::'! F-oJ.ey's 

15 See Budd.pp.35-52. 
16 For a life of Bradlaugh see D. fr1be.Pr,=,sident Charles Bradlaugh MP, 

, L ,:,nd•:•n, 1 ·:-1t::/) • 
17 Royle.Victorian_Inf1dels.p. 17~. 

c3te1n, p. 12:3. 
1:3 H.H.Pearce,, 'Ch3t-1es ~:outh1•1elJ. 1n A1_1st1-2JJ3 3nd l"le~-~ :~ea.l.3nd.l\let•I 

nat 1 r:<ncdl st. /41_19. l ':i':• .'. P .. ':1 • 

F'. J. L 1 neharn, ., F n::eth1nl,:e,-:::; 1 n J\ler,1 .::::e=::,. l :?.nd' _ I\IZ .!H. \ 1 ':l:::'::,i ., r:·. •~-4. 



E:,,:.=trnin,=.1-,, ts1h1ch d1,j e:,,:plore cle1-1c':il c,:,nI:!-,:,/erc1E:s., t".At Has mot-e 

concerned ~ith pol1t1cal climate of ~uckland. When approached to 

Freethought organisation 1n the settlement. 2 ~ 

established itself with the emergence of =t group 1n the Presbyterian 

with an established church, seemed fertile ground for a movement 

that was sur~ to attract the 1ntellectu=tl avante guarde. However, 

cl::1.1ms that the Echc, repc,1·ted the e::::1stence ot the hm,2d1n Mutual 

improvement Association 1n 18/0 which was described as having been 

•;:n-aced by lit,ei-al theolo•;;ncal lect 1 .. l!"e1·s 1•1h1ch caused the cie1-9y c,f 

1·ec:1.ched the "lot,1est depths ot f-fthe1 srn" ln that same year, a 

a Sp1r1tual lnvest1gat1on Society. 

19 L1neh=tro, 'F1--e,:=:th1nket·s 1n ih1·1<::teenth 1_ent 1.wv I·1si•1 ,,.ei:dand' , p. /.::-.4,, 
20 H.H .. F'e=1rce, '·Ch2t"les •3,:11 ... 1+:h1•1elJ ','.:•er•, L:!':·' r:r. 1: 1 lU. 
21 1 b i d " ,, p • ':I • 
..::..-. L1neh2rn, · F·r':'!sth1nl,:et·s 1n l'hnet:eenth 1 .. =::nr: 1.1n.: r-!e;,1 ;~'::!31E1nd' ., p, 1::4. 
2:=~ H.H .. Pearce, 'EE,1·lv L1ue•::!1n F1·e'2thc".1qht · ,J_b,~ ... J .. nrtl:r=.,=.,:::k:':.!'~"J..:e,:::,, Jan,, 

1 '::(3:::: <.3':1, p .. 1.2. 
24 1b1,::1 .. 

:2:::; l1neha.rn, 'Fn,,·:;;th1nkers 1n f'.11nst:•:=.:'::!1·,+:h···'-en 1:,.11·y l·l•:::t•J ,~•:::8 L:=1nd, r·, 6':::,. 



Zealand. nus ,·-ias espesc1a11v tn.1e due +:.o +:he effo1·+:s ot the 

President: of the ~ssoc1at1on, Robert Stout, wl10 began to publish his 

the ideas of Freethought 

By the beg1nn1ng of the 1880s, Fr'=ethought assoc1at1ons were 

colony and looked like 1t was to be a torce +:o be reckoned with. 

Althou9h centres like Ai.Kklci.nd ,:,:,nt1nu,2d tc• hE,ve r.,t·oblem::: 1·eta1n1n,:::i 

a permanent Freethought organ1sat1011. ~7 Assoc1at1ons were formed in 

t.he ~Jc1.i--1•}anu1 and filanai..;at. 1.1 th1·,:,1y:ihc.,)+: the e::<i- l v H::::::o~.. l,Jan::i21·1u1 

rhe Woodville Freethought 

DEFINING FREETHOUGHT 

Freethought was will prove useful. 

rel 19ious dc .. ::;m1a. Freethinket·s 1.1s1-1i:<.l l v bel 1eved that 1·e.l 1r.::ii.-=•n 1·1ad 

1t was done awa~ with. 

or·-:;ian1sed rel1,::11,:,n, 

26 On the h1sto1··v ·:,f e21·lv Llf.m':':•:hn i::1-eet.h,:,1.v:iht- see H.f·l.f··e:::,,1-·c'2., '[a1··ly 
I 11.-1ned1n ft·'2etho1 .. 1::1ht' ., The __ T .1'•:':c:.1':i3::: Uct. l':14L 

.,~7 ':.,ee L1neham, 'Freeth1nf:•:::t·s 1n H1n'2te,2nth 1 ... ·ent•_it·v l'·leH Ze:=d =tnd' .. p. 1:::, 7, 
28 See F 1·,=.etho1.r:::iht n""v 1 ~l) , .l : 1 1: 1..:.:., 1_1,:t , 1 ::::~· .:' ··S,2r•, 1 :.:,::~:':i, 



rel1g1on for themselves•.~v 

some sta,::_:ies, contain both :;p1r1tualist and rnate,·ial1st Ft·eetlnnke,·s. 

Assoc1at1on contained' ... fheists. ~gnost1cs, Unit?r1ans. Atheists. 

Psychological Society was entirely 1r1tu2l.1:-:;t. 

e:,-,:pet·irnenta1on ,:::nven the tvr:-s of 1nd1vidusis thst 1,1,~t·e involved. 

Many s.ti 11 e:,-,:pressed an 1ntet·est 1n ·t.he nurnino 1.1s. 

oppos.it1on to the beliefs of Ur-t:ho,jc•::< (·hr1st1anity. 

in the advanta-:;:ie::: of hetet·odo:,-,:v instead. 

rhey t,e l. i eved 

In the next chapter the ideas of Freethought w1ll be seen 1n action 

a:::. the t·eade1· witnesses the tonnati,:,n of F t·eethou-::iht associations 1n 

the Manawatu and Wan,:;:ianui. Alon,::_:i with descr1Ptions of the evolution 

of these associat1on:;, some 1de2 of the character of the commu111ties 

29 Ste1n,p.v1. 
JU FF:,, 1: 5. 1 Feb" 1::::,:::4, P. 7. 
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CHAPTER TWO- PROPHETS IN THE WILDERNESS: THE FORMATION OF 

FREETHOIJGHT ASSOCIATIONS 

Freethought associations were established 111 the communities studied 

ft,r a numbet· of reasons. l 1tn l l e:,,·annne the reasons for the 

ways their message was d1ssem1nated will also be examined as will 

the activities ot these t1·eetf·,ou·~ht 3:==s,:,c1at1ons.. Attitudes to1t1ard 

the establishment of these organ1sat1ons will also be investigated. 

i::'\S i,,nth the earlier pe1·ic:d of e·,,:r·an':':1•:•n ,:,f ~he movement: 1n fi1··1ta1.n, 
' 

with a ·· ... 91·m•11t-,.:::i t1de c·f r-op1_!.la1· Lit,er'?li::.=.rn ... ' t•1hen the '·climate 

movement. 1 

1 Rov J. e, f;;ad i cal s, f,ecu l 8._t·_i sts 
2 Arnold, p.224 & PP.633 (40. 

, r·. I ':i. 

H.Fs: • .Jc:,.ckson, U·11.H"ches and F'eople __ i1·1_J1ust1·al_l.Et and N•av-1 Zeala1··,d,_1§.§!)·-19:30, 
1Well1ngton,1987J, pp,48-7[ . 
.Jackson stK•1t1s U·,::1t 1·ev1 val.1':':m ,:,c•=•.n-ed t•n +:h1n the 'm'?.in:=:.tt·earn' F'i-•:,test2.nt 

chu1·che::; and the Homan Cath·:•11,: C1·,u1·,:h. a:::: Heil, 1n the lat:e nineteenth· 
cent1.wy. 

'~iee the {;)s.nqan1.ii .. _Chronici,=., J•.ll y ! ':.:; 1::::•:::J 1·,:•1· ctn e::-''?.rnPle ot the nurnt,,at· ,:,f 
t·ev~valists v1::::1tin,::i th2t: tc•t·m 1n +:.In::: r·":f"E"j· 
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Its cn.1sade to save the souls of the v101·k1n-:i-·class Has s1.we to 

st1·1ke a chord of anxiety among those who hoped the 1~~~ well-

rational religion of science that would allow them to improve 

themselves. 

FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS ESTABLISHED 

I Hi 11 e;;:arnine the fonni:<.t 10n of Freethou,:;iht associations. 1n the 

Manawatu and Wanganu1 seperately. Although, these ,:;iroups shared 

s.imilar ob_1ect1ves and Vi:<.lues, the1r bi1·th:;- 1,1ere unique. 

The Wanganu1 Freethought Association wa:;- ~ormed 011 15 July 1883. 4 

other communities where Freethought ~~:iaril~~tions formed was, I 

form an association of their own 1n WanganL11. Perhaps, local Pride 

discussed and investigated. The contact be+ween people like Stout 

fonned. 

The founders of the freethought assoc1at1on 1n Wanganu1 were verv 

optom1st1c as to the t·eason for the1r ,::,1·01.1r '= e:.,:1st2nc-=== Eis th1'.'; 

·.3 ~3ee fm· e:,-,:ample ~,12n9anui __ Cht·on_icle, 15 Julv H:::::u. 
4 ER, l: 1, Oct. 1, 1:::::::J, p, '::i. 
5 Mc Ivor·, P, 20. 
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The m,:,vernent 1 s but 1 n 1 ts 1 nf ?n•:v: 1 +: ls de::::t i ned t,:, t•ec,:,me E• 

·::weat power tot· ,:::rood .. , '. "· 

From comments made by the edi tot· ,:,f the Fn2eth,:iu9ht Hevi,=,v1, it se-2ms 

that the l-tJanganui Ft·eet.f·,ought A:::soc1ation rnember·slup Has 

Materialist, but Spir1tual1sts wer~ welcome as evidenced by Mrs 

M. Moore speaking at the it· !:.iunda v meet 1 n-::i 7
• 

cornrnun1t1es. 1n my study 1s 1·emE1d·:able ·:::i1ven the infancy of t.1-ic,se 

settlements. 

The Woodville settlement having been settled by a ma1or1tv of United 

Ft·ee Methodist mana9ed t,:, fonn a Freetho.::ih+: associ2.t1on 1n F,2bn.1at·v 

1.8::AE'•. A meetin•:::i \')as cal le,j on Febr·uarv :.2':i 1n the l ocai school 1··,:,orn 

an -E<J:J:t::L-·denominat1on at time:=: Bnd th1:=: rn2.y have been E!n instance ot 

it providing an alternative for those disco~raged by the message of 

Methodism. 

Palmerston North was another Great Bush settlement which established 

Freethought organ1sat1ons on and oft from 1883 and 1885. They seemed 

establis~-,ed. This followe,j the end of t-epor·ted •,:woup:=: 1n 1::=:::::J c1.nd 

1!:384 11
• The Palmet-ston North F'sychol,:,•:::ncal ':,oc1ety ha,j t·epo1·ted 

c,ptim1st1callly, t,:, the Fre,:::,thouqhtJ~evie1ri 1n ?1u,:;,ust 1::-:::4 that it 

6 E..B,l:1, Crct.1 1::::::?,?,P.':I. 
7 Ff\, l: 1,.Jc1.n. 1:.::G:t,p. 7. 
::: Ef.L :I.: 6, ME<.rch ic::>~ ., P. '::, .. 

•.:i EB., 1.: 6, Mat-ch 1::.:::::4, p. ::i. 
10An-icd,j,, r·. f,J':,. 
11 see FF~,1:3,I>ec.1883,p.5. 

fJ:l, 1: 11,, Au9 .. H:::::4,, p, f: .• 
. fH,, ::: 2:2, .Jul V 1:3:::f:;, P, :::. 



1:3 

Spiritualism is steadily the society 

report tram Palmerston North telling ot the tormation of the 

Palmerston North Lyceum and Literary l11stitutei~. For some reason 

enthusiasm was difficult to maintain 1n that locality. 

North was entirely Sp1ritual1st with meetings compris111g 

"invocation' i,,1hi le in tt·8.nce::: .• 1
·
4 Bv H:::::':i the Lyceum 2.nd Li terat·v 

Institute was stating that tl1e1r obiect1ves included a platform of 

' ... the widest liberality•. 1 e This assoc1at1on seems slightly 

all of its ideas. 

The origins 6f a Freethought a=sociat1on 111 Fe1lding owes much to 

i.nc1d:2nt=- 1n, the t,:,t.w, 

North, ci.t his ,:;_:wave. The ;=:,_ddt·ess i,,ias. P 1.1bl1::hed 1n th,:2 Fe.i_ldn,,=.i_Star 

on the Bible and the arrival of W A.lll1s. 0 res1dent of the New 

etv:p_nt·e into Freethou9ht. i ·✓ FolloH1nq 3 n 1.1mber of lectures that 

Ell 1s •~ave in the settlement, the lecti.wei- on the closi.n,;:i of lus 

last speech, at the Foresters' H3ll. rec~mrnended that a soc1etv be 

J? Eft,1:11,Aug.1884,p.6. 
1 J FFi, 2: 22 ,, .July 1 :::::=:~:r., P. 8. 
14 E:.ti, 1 : 11 . f➔ IJ9. 1 :::::::4, p. 6. 
15 E.B,2::2:2.Julv 1 1::::s:,.p.:::, 
16 Feilding Star.Feb.J-Feb14 18~5. 

FF:, 2: 18,, !rlarch U:.::::-:::,, pp. 7- :::: . 
17 Feildinq Star,Feb.17 1885. 

[Ji,,~:: 19.,?1p1·11 1::::::::'5,pr--.6--7. 
CB.~2:20.Ma-.,1 188'5,P, 7. 
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spir1t~al1st1c, religious, moral and soc12l sub1ects 

Liberal Institute was formed. 

This 01·_9anisat1on seems vet·y like the c,ne est3biished 1n F·almerstc,n 

that the stimulus was already there as there were a number of 

Freethinkers 1n that community before the association was formed. 

The next question to be approached is that h~ving establi~hed 

ANATOMY OF FREETHOUGHT 

fhere were c\ number of rec1.son:::: ·=:nvc:,n bv p1·orn1nent F1·eethinke1·s f,:,t· 

the necessity to 01·9::1.n1se and in the Freethouqht r;:eviek!,, for· 

example, the point was stressed time a11d again. Robert Stout 1n an 

a1··t1cle ent1 tlede '\.tJhv Have F t·eethc•u,;iht Assc•c1 at1on'.':?' ar·t iculate,j 

the reasons fot· or9atu sat1 on l·H th such a1·gwnents. that +:hev c:1.l lowed 

pec,ple to voice th'==i1· op1n1,:,ns and defend the11· 1·1,:;:ihts to spe;::,k out 

withc~t fear of persecution, and rnore importantly. thev Procured 

1 ibertv and helped f19ht for· the con+: 1nued ser:•arat 1,:,n ,:,f Cht.wc-h i:•nd 

State in New Zealand. 19 Now that the 1mPortance of orga111Eat1on had 

associations had to be decided. 

Fr·orn t·ead1n9 the vat:fous 1·er,oi-ts pt·es.::ented 1n the Freethou,:::iht __ nevi,:21,1 

and Rationalist, it v-iould appec:1.t· that F1·eet:hought i:1ssc,.:iat1c•ns 

lines of friendly Eoc1eties. M::<cnv F1·eeth1nb:;,1·:; be[,:,n9'?.d to the"?.<:2. 

18 Feildinq Star,March 31 1885. 
1 ':i[fi. 1 : 1 U, Jul V 1 :::::::4, pr:, ':I· 1 IJ. 
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m-,;e.n1 se. Some as.sc11:iations. did adopt this ,:,:,nsti tut1 1:,n, Fei ldin•:::i 

being an example20 , 

~,as needed. 

To avoid the word 'church' to name t~e place where Freethinkers met 

on Gundays, they adopted the '.:.ip11-1tu2.l1::::t 1,-101·,:1 ··1yceurn' to avc,1d th;;:, 

connection ~i1th Chr1st1anity: su1·p1·1s1n•::ilv tf·1e r+=.:~•1 ZeaJ.an,j 

'· Lyceum Sunday ,.3chool i,1hich ,= .. :,:=::ses.;;,;:;d c1.l l the t1·c1.,=,p1r":::is of a 

wheth,:2r these Lyceum Sun,jay Schools i,iere 1n f3_,:i: nescessc1.r-v, 

Assoc1at1on, felt that these schools were llnnecessary, because there 

sundav schools did i,1as to help o·eE<.te sect at· i ani sm. ;:·"' The di:::bate 

really fed into a more fundamental issue over \'Jhether Fr 1=::ethou9ht 

associations should act like ch1.wches m- not. Given th8.t many 

Freet.funkers in NeH ,Zealand \•1er-e Theist::: and t_;p11-itual1sts the 

element of t~e supernatural 1n these assoc1atic~s could not be 

easily d1sm1ssed. 

20 E:J3,2:21,June1 1:::::::':,,p.,':, .. 

21 F.B.Srnith, •Joseph Symes and the Australasian Secular Assoc1at1on',Labour 
Historx,5,May,1964,p27. 
22 FR., 1::3,Mav1 1:::::::4,p.10. 
2::tffi, 2: 22, .Ju 1 \/ 1 l ::::::~, ,, p. l 1 " 



2tssoc1ations, 1 t can be seen that tt·,ey 1·ef l':!cted the tirrre =1nd the 

which Br1ta1n had, but the format.1011 of the NeH Zealand Freethought 

Federal Union on 10 March 1884 gav~ some scope fo1· such a national 

structr..we, hoi,1evet·, the r:ede,-al Uruon n•==·•;er met a•::;ia1n. {4 nat1or·,aJ 

organisation could have helped fledgling groups become 

established. 24 Instead,the local assoc1at1ons had to rely upon the 

zeal of theu- own memb 12rs which meant that the 2.s::;oci at.ions 1r1ere 

only as good as their supporters. 

accidents of personalit:y and the enthusiasm of the fei,i' .;c~i !411 the 

to continu'== ,the life of the a::-::::,:,c1at1•:"·•. l w1J l d'==:=\l 1,nth a nurnbe1·· 

of these individuals in each local1tv +:.o ·:::11·:e ,":,1.1 :=(1·, idea of the11-

1rnF•ortance to the l,:,cal ::1ssoc1at1,:,n, 

1nd1viduals 1--nth1n it=:: ranks. ·rhe rnc,::::t n,::,t:=,ble be1n9 .1ohn E1all::1nce, 

but othet· peopie that mB.de e>::ten:::.1ve 1:c•ntr1t".1t1ons t,:, F1-eethou•:::iht 1n 

J.J.Buckrell. Each of these men w111 be dealt w1tl1 seperat':!!y as 

only pr,:,minant \'/omen in the l'-le\ri Zealan,j F1·eethou9ht rnovernent. 

Ballance's connect1on l'Jith Fr-eethc•u·;:iht 1:::: as s1::nuf1cant Ets that of 

St.out's, because as politicians thev h;-=:J.r,,:'! 1j ,:i1·;e 1+: "'· p1·of1J,:'! th;;:,.t 

24 fB., l: 7, 1:1pn 11 H:::::4, PP. 6-·?. 
25 ~~:oy 1 e :i Rad i r=t 1 =· -i '.::)e,-u 1 arj:_~-~t~:,_._:~r!:~ _f;~~-!:'..':lt' l 1 can::, r " 14·:~,. 
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other topics of a 1-1ide ran,:::nn·::i nat 1.H"e. ;;-,,;. Given that fv:? i•iB.s edi to1· 

gained notoriety during his years 1n Wangant1i with his 1mpr1sonment 

s.eperEttisrn for vJEtnganui. Such acts put him 1n the pubi 1c eye,.:.-,,,. 

Farmers' Association and the Weekly Hi::.ra.l:.:~., \•ihich l::i.ter bec::i.me the 

landowner. 29 He was also involved 1n the Oddfellow"s Society which 

was restr·1cted to the i2Janganu1 area and l 1unedin ::1nd mod,elled on an 

En·::il ish ft·iendly societ'/, the 11!ancheste1· Unitv ,:,f Odd FelJ.011s.. lt 

classs 

• [ItJ ep1tom1sed Bal lance's belief 1n self help and 

be u:;::ed ·f'ree of cha1·9e. ::w 

Education and Cornrniss1oner of Cu:::torns :'\!"Id th':! '3tout-Vo,::iel. 

M1nistry(1884-1887) as M1n1ster of La11d, Native Affairs and Defence. 

I.t 1-ias dw·in:;:i his time 1n vJel l in,:::iton that Bal lance met '3tout i:<.nd 

they became 900d ft·1ends and it v1as r:,1·,:,bably ':1to1.,t v1ho helped 

Ballance consider the idea of establishing a Freethought association 

in Wan,:::ianui which \S t'lhat happene,j 1n H::::r:::i d1.H"1n9 the time B::tllance 

was not in the House.~ 1 

27 Mclvor,p25,pp.28-29. 
28 see Arnold,pp.351-355. 

!Ylcl\:,:,1·, p'J':l··· 1 (IO. 

2':I Mclvor,p.45. 
:30 1,1clv,:,r, p. 4':,,, 

\/eitr:::h,p.:32. 
31 :For an account of Bal lance's life see Mclvo,·'s book. 



1,:, ·-· 

Federal Union an,j no doubt 111 s contacts tr11 thin l1!an•;:ianui helped the 

establishment of an association 1n t~at town very quickly. Though 

he was involved 1n the Freethought assoc1at1011 from its inception, 

his re~all to Parliament in 1884 m~ant his commitment to Freethc~ght 

i,ias st if 1 ed, a.s had been the case 1,1 i th f,t out a1·1d Bt· ad 1 au,;:ih, He v1c:1s, 

however, involved in establishing the Fr~ethouqht R~vi~w 1n October 

1883 which eventually became the sole Freeethought Periodical 1n the 

colony fot· nea1·· l y tt-JO years \.'Jhen Stout':::.::. i;:;;:;:.t·,o vias abandoned in the 

November of 1883. 32 So his contr1but1on was :::.::1gnif1cant.but. his 

der,:,8.rttffe to l1Jell1r"=1ton. torce,j other 1nd1v1duals to take cont1·01. 

Evenin,:;; Het·aid fonn H:::67-1:37'5 1>1hen h-=: th-=:n rn·:· . - _, 
"~1-1 onto establish a 

iS:L·'·· n•:• doubt .. in his 

of the edito1·ials also. ~hll.1:; h=id alsc• b:::en a member· of the 

in 1:393 and •;;fained notm·iety f,:,i· Ins 1,·Ji.111::: t:iJ,:,t' i-ihich rn•:::ant both 

Arbitration Court. 

J.S.Mill i,.1fuch 1•1a.s put•l1shed 1n the 

32 EB,1:3,LJec.1 1883,p.J. 
33 t~vclopedia of N•=+i Zea.lqt"_!.'.~-.l,FT·,P:u1 ·l4?'::, 
Mclvor.p.21 & p.59. 

34 C',:cJ::;:Ped 12. of__t,lP~•1 7 °:::1J~1.};j. 1 , r .. 14 -''=·, 
35 [fl,1:lU,.JuJ.yl 1:::::.::4.,r=-,10. 

Ef;,.2:i6,.Ja,:,.1 1::::::r:,.P,lU.pp,.1.,:: l~i. 
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Wanganui, a former mayor of Wanganui a member of Parliament and a 

intellectual 1 sm t,:, F1·eethou9ht in \1/an·::ianuJ an,j the colony. 

J.J.Buckrell was the secretary of the Wanganu1 Freethought 

on the activities of the loca.l association. !le li:tke Bal lance \•Jas a 

member of the Odd Fellows Society and a Noble Grand Master like l11m, 

so he shared similar values to Willis and Ballance who had founded 

E.A.Haggen(Presidentl, C.A.Bevan(V1ce-Pres1dent and Secretary), 

T.Hyde(V1ce···Pt·esidentl, T.F.rounta1ne(TreE<.:::ure1·• and E.Hutchins(thE': 
/ 

s1::{th member of the committee) , 4
rJ Of these individuals, little i::::. 

known of some, much of others. 

E,A.Haggen was the editor of the Woodvill~ Examiner and one who was 

involved heavily in the pcil1tical and social life of the settlement, 

as Ballance was 1n Wa~;anui. He was a member of the local road 

board, mayo1·· of Woopvll le 1n 1:::9~,. 'instigator· of the (,Joodv1 l le 

Settlers' Association and a representative nn the Seventy-Mile Bush 

Settlers' hssc11:1E,t1on41
• He 1r1as heav1 ly involved in the assoc1Ed:.1on 

lecturing regularly 

:J6 Mclvo1·,r:·.llt-. 
37 Cyrlopedia of New Zealand,1,p.1417. 
J::: [Jl,2:17,Feb.i 1:::::::':,,p.7. 
:39 [fl,1:6,.Mat·chl 1:::::3-Lp.6. 

Th,=. F,:;::,_t1onal ist, Sep, 27 18:::':, .. 
40 EB,1:6,.Mat·chl 1:3:34,p.5. 
41 R.Shaft-2t·, ''\.<Joodville t3enesis Of~\ f:1ush Ft·ontiet· Commun1ty,L:.74-
lf::ff7' ,M.A. Thes1s,Mas::::e·:1 Un1vei-::::1t·/, 1':i,74,r:,.•F~. 
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Some of the othet· e:,~ec1 .. 1t1 ve mernbet·s of the ass•:1c1at1on were al so 

prominent mernbet·s in the life of the tc•\.'in-s.hiP. T. F. Fountaine 

opened the fit·st stcwe in vloodv1lle 2ind 1:; classed al,:,n-::i ;.Jith llaggen 

by Shaffer as one of the oligarchy 1n that town involved in 

everything. 42 T.Hyde was a member of the V1ctor1a Domain Board and 

• an off1cet· 1n the National A:::sernblev ot the Het,,i Zeal2nd f=r,1ghts ot 

Labour. 4 ·=• lhe Vice···Pt·es1dent and '3ec1·et2.r-y ,:,f the Woodvi. l J.e 

Freethou·:::iht Ass.ociat1on, Chas. A .. Bevan, t'li:IS the photographe1· 1n the 

settlernent.""4 

fhe figure of T.R.Walton looms large 111 the lives of Freethought 1n 

'Jesus and the Gospels' , 4 e He 2.dded much t,:, the the 1ntel .le•=t:ua.l 

endectVOIJl" ,:,f tn:,th :::et t J. ement::' 

Other involved rnernber··s 1ncJ.u,j-2d =-f·,,:,p k'2'2F'::I" LllaIL T.f:.1n9 2.nd !111.ss 

M. l•Ja 1 ton. 4
""' 

on the efforts of ·1,P.Walton and ot1·1e1· Jc .. ::2<.l rnernbet·s liki::, 

C.Se::-~ton. 47 

No;.1 that the stn1eture and prorn1nant 1nd1 1d·.12<ls have been e:,-,:r.1m1ned, 

associations undertook. 

Woodville: 1875-1975,p.69. 
42 :3haffer, p. 43 
43 Cyrlopedia of New z,::,aland,6,p. 1171. 

Woodvill,::,: 1875-1975,p.138. 
44 Woodville: 1875-1975,p.43. 
4'5 EB,2::n,Julyl i::.::::5,p .. 8 .. 

Jones' Wanqar~i Almanac.1884,p.100. 
The Rational;st,1:17,0ct.18 1885,p,4. 

46 E:fl,2:23,Au9.1 18=:i5,p.5. 
Th,=, F:ational i-=.t. l: 17, Uct. l ::: 1::'.::::'::,. p. 4 .. 

47 see Efl,2::2U,Mr.1vl 1::::::35,p. 7 fo1· e·:2.rni:,le of l":!cttH"e by l1J2lton 
FF:, 2: 23. Aug. 1 1 :::=:Y:,, F,, i::-. CHE.C 1,. 



meetings, Freethinkers also p~rtook in a 11umber o f social activ1t1es 

cc,rnrnun1ty. 

The usual form of entertainment , a¢art from the inte llectual 

Wanganui Freethought Assoc1at1on had a band at all their Sunday 

meetings of which t~e Secretar y concluded t hat tl1e ' ... musical part 

of our programme had neve r been e xcel l ed i n New ~eaLand'. 48 Other 

intervals. in the11·- p1·-0•~1-a mmes .. 4
" ' Thts s oc ial ;::,,:t.1\· 1tv 1nd1 ·:=tti ··., e ,;,t 

the Churches, \o'Jhet·e i:dl Freethinke,-s h.=td h2,j cont:.:1•:::t , did a+:. t1rne:=c 

corespondent· from the Wood v il le Freethought Hssoc1atio11 c omplained 

ignor,::: d . Neve t·t.heless Freet.h1nket-s did adrn1 ·~ th;;,+: it ~,ias the musi c 

that of t en attracted the crowds. 

similar t o the Sunday excursions of the Churches. For examp le , the 

Freethinkers 1n Woodville visited Pahiatua on one such Sunday where 

E. A.Haggen delivered a lecture to the local populace and ' . .. one 

wicked man took his c amera , and obtai ned a group t o celebrate the 

inaugeration of Ft-eethought in the pah1atua d1str1ct.'.'5 1 The 

Wanganui Freethought Associati on took adv antage o f the na t u,·al 

features around them and took a steame,- down the Wanganui Ri ver .'5~ 

humourless but they knew how to enJ ov themsel ves 111 the fa mil y 

atmosphet-e of the 1 ,- oHn comm,_w, 1 +: 1 e:::: ' '"; .:," 

4::: f.E, 1: 6, !Yl a t-,:h l 1 :::::::-4, p . i.::,. 
4':i See The F:c:1tionalist, 1: 17 ,Uct .. 1:::1 1:::::::':::, ,, p "4 fot- '=<.1-, i':: X '=<.rnPle. 

5 0 ER, 1:12, SeP.1 1884,p. 5 . 
51 FF(, 1:::::,Mayl 1::::::::4,P.6. 
':::i2 f:fl,:2:1:'.3, Mc:11-chl 1:::135 , p ./. 
5:3 f;; c,y le ,, F'.i:i. dicc:1ls.,Secul c:1 t-is t~: . ... and f-::er.:,ut•_l1_,:c:1n::::; , i::- . 14(?,. 
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The internal l 1 fe of loc2.l Ft·eE,l::hou,::iht 2::.:::s,: .. :1::1+:.1,:,n::: ·has t,een 
- I 

1nvest1gated,but the way that 1nformat1on was desseminated between 

e:,-,:arn1ned. 

The_ pr irna1··y \<'Jay the ideas of Freetho1.i9ht i,.iere t t·ansmi tted 1r1as 

through le,:ture::: deli'lered at re-:::iulst· ':itH"Jd':<.V rneet1n9s. Unlike 

smaller cent.t·esvet·y seldom received outside lecttH"ers. Joseph 

Evison, or 'Ivo' as he was known, lectured once 1n Wanganui. but 

this was a unique event. ~ 4 !he usua.l s1 tu2,t 10n 1t1=1=:: f,:,r· ic,,:a1 

seemed to be almost lecturing weekly on ditter2nt topics or tl1e =::ame 

sut,je,:t 1n F'almet·ston Mot·th one 1,ieel·: and Fei .ld1n·;:1 the ne:,-::t. 

these de~,ates in the n':'!:,,t char:·tet·. Lect1.n-es did c":cassional l y 9i:tln 

net-J membership, and 1r1hen thev ,j1d 1 t t,,Ja::: dc,ci.1rnented. !'!!''5 

d1fferant times throughtout tl,e early 1880s. Robert Stout 

1-·ecornrnenced his papet· the Echo in H:::::O and 1 t 1·an unti 1 H:.::U when 

the Freethc,uqht F:eview in \1Jan•:::ian1.1i took ove1· duties 1n October o·~ 

that year 1··unnin9 fot· neat· 1 y tv10 veat·s. The centt·e of infonnation 

then =::hifte,j to Auckland 1•1hen 'lvo's' Rationalist, be•~un 1n rnid-

1:3:::5, became the sole Ft·eethou•::,iht pet·1odicai Vihen the Freet.houqht 

R,=,vi,=,w cea.sed to e:,ost. Al 1 papers tended to rni:,,: local si tuat1ons 

with a number o~ philosophical is:::ues and occassionally report on 

'.'A LB, .l: 2, Mov.1 1:::::::::3, p. :,. 

·55 ':iee The F:at i ona list, 2: 1 ::;: , J1_me l :~: l :::::;f.., p, 1. f,:,i· an e:·,:arnp le of t:h 1 s .. 



consistantly filed reports sent to them by local associat1011s and 

discussions could be vented and Freethinkers through6ut the country 

cot~l d keep tabs on the p,-o,:;:wss of F ,-eethou9ht i:1.nd the net,/ 

assoc1at1ons that opened. 

spreading information and a :::.01.ir-c':: of s+:1-en,::ith fo1" srnal let­

associations. Palmerston North and Feild111g seemed to be closely 

tied e:::.pecial 1 y thr-ough the efforts of L F:. \!Jal ton. 

associations in smaller centres. The r.,e+:1t1on establ1:::1-,ed bv t1v,, 

uphold ,-1,;hts they had ·::i2.11-,ed.~,:, J+: hi:•.d rn~\d':! r:'2•:,ple a,,12.r-e of the 

s1tt1c:,tH)l''i and pr,:,t•ab1y 1-r::dr-::-,j th,~,'>:' I' 1·e,?tl11n1:;,:,,•= 1n °=rn;::,l le1- 1::'::!ntr·-::,:c: 

Freethou-;ht material to the11- loi::?..I. 2:=.:::::•:·::1:,;,.t1on so ='· l 1b1·2n· •::ould 

· be established, Cine '·Blue Pencil' 1::: mentioned bv =' n1.1rnbe1· of 

upon themselves to devulge inf0rmat1or,. 57 With l1brar1es 

established mernbe,-s could then t .. ::-,n-,:,i,1 boof::=.:: and r-•ass them onto 

friends cw aqua intances and r:·erhaps ·;a in m,:,r-e 'convet-ts. · t ,:, 

reading tracts by the likes of Paine and Ingersoll. 

be commented on, because t:het·e 1s a l31~::ie ,-:J1-=:.,:::r-,:::r,8n•::v t,et~•ieen th-:=, 

'.:i~- EB, 1: 1 o, .Ju 1 ·,.-1 1:::::.::4, P .. -;. 

57 bee EJl,:2:21,Junei 1::::35,p.:i f,:1· =:,n e:-::amr:,J':': ,:,this ~,1,:,d,:. 



In the 

l>Janganu1 county 1.070 percent ,:,f the por--ul=1t1on desc,-ibed thernselve:,.:, 

as Fr-eethinket-s. fhe figure for +:he Manawatu county 1s .4J percent 

whi~h is below the national Ho\r1ever, the n1.1mbe1-s one 1 = 

in 1884 and that it hoped it would soon reach one hundred.~ 0 Either 

chose to call themselves other things in the census. Another 

only casual investi,~atot-s viho hi:tPPened to a+: a rn•2eting 1r1hen nurnber·s 

Befo1--e rno;11n•:;i onto 1'.he n':!:·,:+: ,:h;;,_pte,-, 1 t 1.-mu.l ,j r,1-,::,ve 1.1'.'::eful. to 

e:,<plo1-e 2.tti.tudes tot,1a1-d F1--2eth:- 1 .. v:iht 1n the !ri?.nawatu and t1Jan:::iE1nu:i 

and even 1n Australia. The f::1ct 

that people like '3tout and Ball=1nce cc•ul,j be suet-, successhd 

this. As the >2d1to,- of the F1-_eeth,:,u-:;iht __ p,~-•/i 1:::v'' said ,:,f ':it.out's anc1 

Ballance's election victories in J8~4: 

pr 1nc1pal l y made up of the voters of Churches ~•1ho t-efus.ed 

co,--,te'.:::-t ' • 6 ~ 

This was the live and let live mentality of colonial New Zealand. 

58 NZ_Census.1886,P.104. 
59 i bi d, , p. 111 , 
60 FF{,1~11, (--\u•J, 1:::_::A,p.t,, 
61 Fii, 1 : 11 , Au,~. J. 1. ::::::::4, p. 4. 
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fact that there was no body prepared to deb2te with·t11em. Most of 

thought. I will further explain t!1e attitude of Chr1st1ans toward 

Freethought 1n following chapters. 



CHAPTER THREE: THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD OF FREETHIN!<ERS 

11west19ated. The debate:::: Hl t1-1 thc,::e th?t d1 :;a,::i,-eed 1rJ1 th the1 ,­

api:woach to life i,nll aiso b'== e:·-:plc,red as 1,•1111 the d1v1,::1ons that 

occured wi tr-,in nineteenth-•:ent,_wv l'Je1-1 Ze2.l :::n•j F1-ee.th·:•u•::iht. 

The New Zealand Freetho~;ht Federal Un1c~s constitL1t1on concerned 

legislation which had already bee11 passed which defended ind1v1dual 

libet-ty, because they were aHa,-e that 9a1n:; made 21.t one time could 

be taken away at other times. Free~1inkers were aware to continue 

to make sure nc, ble.spherny lai,,is c,i- sectarian laws 1riere 1n:;tilled 1ntci 

Ne1ri Zealand.;;: 

they were allowed representation at select committees discuss111g 

i. Pov le, [~di ,-al-=., p. 21 ::: . 
2 f:]i,,1:7, Pir--nl 1::::::4,pp.6-7. 
3 FR.1:3,Dec 1883,p.8. 



The bill alsc, cc,nta1ned sections 

to be a law advocating such crimes, then there must be a State 

rei1g1on, because only then could there be iuch laws passed. because 

were concerned, the State's rn1ly function was to ', •• promote the 

highest social and the highest 1ndiv1dual life •.• ', 1t sho1Jld not be 

intet·fen·in9 w1 th rel 1,:;:11,:".E free,j,:,rn and 1nd1 v1du::1l l ibe1··ty, '· ••. than 

was absolutely necessary to maintain good oder and peace .•• 

1ndJ.v1,jl.fi:i.l freedoms as \•Jell a::: o+:h":!1·:=::. ln il":!•;1 Zealand, 1_1nl1ke 

the rnomentwn Wi:-.:;:; not he\ 1 t ed. 

concerns would be echoed 1n Ne~ Zealand. lt 1s possible to see NeH 

Zealand Freethou,3ht in the •:on+:":!:=+: c,f 11ber;.:d thor.qht. A:;;. L 1.neharn 

4 [:J\.,1:f:, M::i.Y 1::f:::4,pi::,,3··4. 
5 FF, i: ::::,, Ma-,. 1:::::_:::4 _ p,. 3 • 

. 6 L.1nehc1.rr.,'Ft·e':'!+.:Junker·s 1n i·,Jineteen+:h 1~ent:.wy f'i•:?. 111 :.:ea13nd,p.~:.·01. 



favourably and outlined his 1de2l soc1et~: 

other a greater body living by wage~ ... ' 8 

1n the distant future when the social organism has adapted to new 

conditions of e:·'.1stence' .•-;;, 

Clearly Freethinkers we,-e not a completely united bloc, after all, 

th,:,u9h they did enc,:,ura.,;:ie vot1tv::i for Lib<::1·al candid::\tes al though a 

Freet~ought bloc vote was discouraged unless 1ndiv1dual thought and 

1 ~E r,-ic rv,.m 
::: l::chc:., ::; : 11 u / ':;: 3 J 1 , /4p1· 1 l J. ::::::::.~ r· • .-: . 
·:1 E.B,, .2: .L:, Jul v .tC::::':::,, p. 11 

Eft-2:23,Aug. 1885,pp2-3. 
1U FF:.1:11,?iu,:,iJ J.:?.::::4,p. 



tvI·annv ot :::::upe1·stit1on. 

Freethouqht Review which were ~dv0cat111g 'Hare's system of 

Th"::: 1;,w1 t:eI· 

disputes bettrieen MPs ovet· supp,:•1·t- fot· the11· O\·•Wi con:=:ti +:1.1enc1.':>.<:: 

1··athe1· than t·ep1·e:::entat1 v,a:=: t,,:::1n·:=i u1u te,j t,-,1· +:he t,-2t.tennent ot 

e::<c1.mple, the Fri=-,=,tl·1ou9ht Rev1.e1°1 u:::ed +:he ·~•r·e1un9 ot the Ch1·1?tch1.n·ch 

~•Jod'.in•:3rnan's club 1n 1::::::t3 to ·.1,-:-,1•:,":! its ;::\r;::r.-:,vEd c•f ', •• "the 9er:e1·al 

industrial classes'. 

1··el iance, 1 as 1mpot·tant and c1.t+:i-ituted tt·1e 1rnprovernent of the 

working-class to education and the t1·eepress, those bastions of 

sel f-irnpt·overnent, ':\nd ended 1•1i th ;;:in evoiut1ona1·y stc1ternent: 

'It 1s a lmv;i way frmn a club ,:,t tr10I·l:1n9 men 1n the later encl 

of th':'! nineteenth ,:ent1.wv t:,:, out· r•r1rnord1Ed :=\nce::::tors of the 

11 Ef:( . .2: 14. Nov. 1., 1:::::::4, pp:3-1 !J. 

EJ3,,2: 1'.:i,,Vec1 H.:L:4.r:,pf:•-10. 
12 See 0R.1:4,Jani 1884.P2 for example. 
1:3 Ffi,1::3,Vec.1 1:::::::::3,pp.(.. 7. 
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them i--ihich shot•ied that to them the assoc1at ions t•Jet·e as much a place 

for intellectual stimulation as they were organisations to represent 

the non-religious element of New Zealand society. 

the dominant view that was e~Poused 111 colonial society, that of the 

c:ht.wches. Fn,~ethinkers bel iev'::!d thc1.t th':: r.:,1·,:,,::;wess of hurnani ty could 

Science and reason should be used as benchmarks by which all ideas 

could be tested. 

line:=.:. 

Chnstianitv. 1.'5 re, ill.ust:.1·a.te thl:::: +:he +:,:,p1cs ot f1·eethc•u9ht 

Gospels' and ,:,thet· lik 1:::~rn1nded top1•=::z 16 • Hoi•ievet·,, not all 

14 fR.1:4.Jc1n.l 1884,p4. 
15 £:i.Bennc1.n,(l Histot·y of /~th'::ism __ Ul__Bntain: _f_r,:,rn Hobbes __ +:,:, 
F-:1.is.si::.l 1, \London, Ln:::::), pp, .d :>-2.;:1, 
16 FR,, 1; 1, Oct. 1 H:::::::.3, p. ~;. 

Manawatu Ev""nin9 Standarg.JuneJ 1885. 
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lhe::S! tended +:o be with 

Bible as divinely 1nsp1red and s,:, \c1>?.re bc,und t.o di fter ,,nth 

Fn:::ethinke,-s 1<1ho sa1•1 this bc":,f·: 2:1s 1rnrno1-:=.d and a :=01-n-•:•?. ,::-,t th•=.:: n,:,n 

Bible- 1n··-Schools Bi 11. T•_u-nt,ul 1 a1-•~ue,j ·t!-,='<t the Bible H21S the 

Comte's Ei.rgurnents at,out the three st2·~"::::: ,::if evolut 10n of soc1et:.\" 

,.,,,ould have appealed to Fn,ieth1nker-s 1•1ho put the1t- fEi.i th 1n the 

evolut.1 on of soci et.y. Pf-iarazvn lectu,-ed on '· Comte and the F-'osi ti ve 

Philosopher 1n Wanganui. 1 e The Fre,=,thouqht. R,:::,vie~ spoke favourably 

on t.h1 s Law of Three Stages 11h1ch 21101-ied for- humanity to move 

Comte mapped the st.ages c,f cu.lt.1_.wal ,je\1 el,:,r,rnent i,1it.h t1-1e fonn of 

1 7 t)ZPD, .3, H::::f:i, pp. 8--12. 
H:: Efs.,~:'.:20,May i::_::::::~,,p,7. 
1':i A. Comte,·: .Int.r-,:«juct.1,:,n', r:i. '.3tan1 ::;lav (Ed, ':Ind 1.ntroduction,1, Th,=, Es-=.enti al 
ke<mJ;§, (London, 19741 , PP. 11 ··· l 2, 

Eft,1:3,Dec.1 1883.p.15. 
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" ••• s.•:ience, rncwalised by a devotion to humanity, t.hou,:;ih 1t 

may compel us to abandon rn2.ny che1· i shed i 1 i us 1 ons, w i 11 

1··eleive us from many neS:dless fea1··s. c1.nd 1-'li 11 furnish .::1 fa1· 

finnet· basis fot· rno1·al1ty than can t•e obtained by appeal.1nq 

to "survivals" of philos.or-:,hy i•Jh1d·, ha:::; fulfilled 1ts 

m1ss1on'. :;;-~o 

Therefore many were like Comte's pos1t1v1sts believing 111 the 

• .••• suprero::tCY of sc1enc1::: oveI· al 1, •• '. ;;:,J. lfus. bel 1ef 1n the 

Freeth,:,uqht. Revie1r1 and Rat.ionalisJ:. ,,11·,e,·1 ail sc•t"ts of sc1entif1c 

hurnanitv. 

Cht·1st.1ans tended to be alon9 t:he J.1nes of =:; feH topics, usu,:dlv 

and t·Ed 1,:::non. 

Fit.hchett. sa!'! the evolut1on of God f1·,:,rn a tr-it,al de1tv 1n the Old 

Testament to t:he un1versc1.l. go,j in the f'-leH res::tc,rnent; such n.-:,-l:101·,s ,:,f 

rn,:,vernent 1 t. :::;elf. 

20 E,,B, 1:6,Jrl:=:,rch:l 1::i::::4,p"·:1. 
21 fh~ Fssent1al Cornte,p.9. 
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i~uckland made themsel,;es •=i:•mr:-let:ely mat:sr1al1s+: by choos1n•:::i names 

'.::iecu lat· 1st Soc1 ety. Hc,Hevst·. ot:.her ,::woups h;;;,d =1 l l 01rie,j anv ,:,ne to 

This was due pr1nc1pallv to the small numbers of 

pe.,:,ple 1n these cornrnun1t1es that \✓ e•·e l H·e]v +:o .101n ::::uch 

orgc1.n1s2.tions. l·l,:,1;,1S!Vet·. 1t seem:=- th2.+: 1:1·,-2 ·::·1··-:;1an1sat1,:,n 1n 

secularists did not recognise this ~ll1ance, because t!1ey saw 

the Freethought movS!ment was oft1c1ally recog111sed. and with this 

recognition came some problems. 

debated at local snd nstiona.l level among Ft·eethinkers,, a.nd its 

Cine statement linked the possible 

value of sp1r1tDal1sm 1n a variety of ways to the Free.thought 

movement: 

'Sp1r1tual1sm 1s either true or false. It tn1,2. 1t must 

lf f:;d::::e, 1t 1s a. st1·on::, 

:2:2 L. Uan·c•~•i, lndepeD:.~r,t:..j.E:1!" i t3: '3£i!.:_i t1.1a. l 13rn and E1-,,::i_l i sh_F· l eb i an3, H::50-· 
1_'?._1 (I, i, London•. 1 ':l{:~I;;, J , PP. 1 U'.:, i 1_1:~:. 

,t3 fil,, 1 : 11, ~u•:::i. 1 l :::::34, P. 6. 
[Ii, 2: L: .. Julv1 1:::::::::1:,, p. ':'·. 



not the result of s1m1lar delus1on•.z• 

Many Ft·eethinket·s had to tt·ei=<.d ca1·eful 1 y ,:,vet· the1 ,- comments about 

:3pit"1tualism, ot· they m1,;iht offend E<. l?.1·9e sectcrtN of the movement. 

' 
nus 15 sho"in by the comments. mi:<de in t1Ja1·,.;;ianu J where Mt-s M.Moot·e, ct 

Association, which seems to have been completely mate1·ial1st. The 

ccwrespondent to the Fr,=,etho:,!:;lf."1t F:ev1.e\•J spoke ve,·v co,·di ?.1.1 v of he,· 

addn,!SS, but H2. not pn:':pare,j +,:, ,:,:,mm1 t h1m:=.:el f to rnake anv c1·it 1c;:d 

observations. 2 ~· 

However, this did not mean that n0n-:=.:p11-1t~2list were not :=.:ome times 

accused the Ft·eetl·;,:,u9ht_.Fsv1e1-1 ,:,f not b•:==:in:; :::::vmr:,.:=,thet 1•: to th•cc 

~,pu·1t1Jalis.t cause and. i.n::::ts=1•::i, ,:Isirn1.n:i +:ht.=<.t '3r:n1t1.12,1J.s~s 

'· ·:•r1n.tll::,.!1st:o: h::,d +:,:, be•::i t.o ,ji.ffe1· 

they must admit the ide2s c·r 1~!11-1::::+.:1E<n:=.:. 

?k, 8>:;:;1mple of the tens1on b8t.Heen '.::p11-1tuali:=-t and m2.ter1ali'.::t 

sett.lement many people beqc1.n to beci:,r11e interested in the 1de:':!:; ,:,f 

25 E.'R:-l~6 .. r11at-ch1 J!:::34:ip .. 6,. 
26 f.B,2:H:,,,Jan,1 1::::::::::::,,p,,J,, 



before becoming Spir1tual1sts or 1n Besant's case. Theosophv a 

d,2bates, 1n Woodville held b':':t\-1-::en Hu::i,:,, ==. rhvs10;:inorn1st and 

while Dinsdale suppo1·ted 1 t, ;·,e 

E.Hutchins, correspondent on an address by 01nsdale called 'A Death­

blo!.-~ to, the Old 1h-::•:,lc":::i\.:': 

this so-called Sp1r1tl12l1sm 1s evidently as little understood 

phenomena' ·710 • 

fheref,:,t·e the ev1d>21·1ce of cc,nt l ic+. ,,1a:=o t.hen2. Such 1ntetT1al tensions 

sp1 ri t1.ial ism. F reethc,u,:;:iht ass,:,c1 ::\t 1,:,n::: d1 ffered ,::,ve1· the best HBV 

in which they should conduct thern:::elves. An example of this was 

bet1r1een beh1ee1) the pape1·s The Ya.t 1 ona.l 1st and the Freetho1.1,;:iht 

~~•7 Ba1·r,:•\'J, p. 1 U }', 
2::: EE . 1 : L:'.. ·;ep. 1 1 :::::::4, P. :, • 

EB, 2: 1 '::i .. Dec . .1. 1::::::4, p, 7. 
2':i [:Ji.,?: :l '.:,, I1e•= .. 1 J::::f::4, r:,. 7, 
JO EB.·, 2: L\ Jr12t· 1::h l t:::::::5, p, I::·. 



'·lvo'. I-le:,, 

the cause of Freethought 1n the colony. His paper also contained 

the unive1··:::-e' to illustr=1te his point about the value of comedy 1n a 

paper; the editor of the EreAthouqht_ReviAV should remember the 

small 5.1:z:e of !>Ji:,n,:;ianui and h1s m,m 1ne::.:·pe1··1ence. as a prc•pa,::iandist.-3
~ 

beh.;een Bt·adlc1.ugh and G . .J. Hol voake =1.s t,:, the best c,:,i_w::::e that the 

trli:l.:::: fot·ceful. 

Jl EB,2:22,Julyl i::.:::::'.:'i,p 
The Rationalist,1:4 . .July15 U::f:i5,r,. l. 



SUN 60FS DOiilt4 ON THE 'FALSE DAWN' 

fhe "live 

and let live' mentality of settler society may also explain the 

early folding of groups. Other reasons will include the loss of 

!-kcording to studies ,jone by Foyl"': 2.nd Bu.j,j ot '::iecu.l:=.t1-1:::m 1n 

Budd sutveyed b1ograph1cal 1Jf t:he ·J(\1 ," _,,_,..;_ 

a:::.soci at 1 ons. 

can be ev1d<2nt. 

. 
1 ·::,. fi1 .. 1,jd, 1)a1·-1eties __ of 1_1r-it,e_l1ef 'I_ ·:•i-!•:l•:·n .. J ,:, : ·: \ , Pr l,l .. 'Jf.::·, 

E .. Po•,'le f.:ad1c::ds_, t:ecul :?.1- 1
0
1t•I .. ic:=='.r-i::. 1 '11:T1che::t.;:,1-. 1(1:::1_11 .r:·.L: 

., .. nov.le .. i:>. !X:-1. 
J C/clopedia of 1\1,=,;,,i ?e2,.L~D:t,\i•:11,1.p,141/ .. ,:r,1434 J.4j1:., 



ac1~,1e-./e s,ucce:.::.s, 

to their involvement in l~cal politics. l h,-::,:::e pos 1 +: 1 •:1ns ot 

responsibi Ii ty i,iould probably not pi·esented thernsel ve,; to such 

individuals, 1f they had been 1n England or Ireland. but 1n the new 

country they i,1e1·e able tc, achieve :::uch r:,.:,21+:1,:,n:::: of ern1nenc,:=:. No 

doubt there were also members drawn from otl1er classes, but the 

e:,-,:ecutive the association p1as d1·i:frm fr,:,rn +:he r·anks of this sector of 

Wanganu1 society. They were the most committed members of the 

Due to their philosophy of rn1..1tual.-1rnp1·overnent and st1·1ct 

ir;ould not have '.::.een any real \-1ot·th 1n t·esr.=c:•:t.1b1l+:.y, I~= Budd sE<.Ys 

of B1··itish Se,:ulE<.1·ists: 

In t,Joodvi l lii:! th,:=: p1··,:,rninent rnernb·:=:t·-=: ,:,f the Ft·eethou,;:ih+: ::1s'.::soc1at ic•n 

i,iere also autod1da 1:t.s. such 2s f:..{-Lll2.,;i•::i"=n 2nd Lf.Fount::<1ne, ·1he1r 

asssoc 1 a 1 on seems to have been -=.:e+: '.IP a?. 1 ,., ,:,r:,p,:,::;: 1 t 1 on to the 

for .. 1ndin,:;.1 of the settlern,:::,n+: irr the t2te t•;!lf!s:. lhese people were 

4 Pudd, p, ':iO. 



· ... 1·:1 

included alienation of in,jiv1,jual:; f1··om thei1· ' •.. older :;oc1al 

settlem~nt's ret1t-bourgeois1e 

and mi·'. .. 

fact that their organi:;at1ons attracted verv few women. An address 

Influence' outl 1ned th1 s problem. '3he c1.1·91-1ed that as \,i,:,men l•Jere the 

upbr in9e1·s of chi ldt·en, then 1 t 1-'!:=,s 1rnpei·ati ve that they 1-'Jet·e 

educated as Liberals so that these ideas ,:,f heterodoxy were 

instilled 1nto,the mind::= of the •:hildren .. '3 rhe n1neteent:h-centi.n-y 

could sepet·ated f1·,:,rn the d·,,_n-ches, then ,;_:ienerations of Ft·eetl··,1nkers 

5 Budd,p.96.p.120. 
6 Fe_ildin•=l_'::,tat·,:3 Feb. 1:~::~:'.',. 

IJJ.§ ___ R=1tion?.list,27 Ser. l!:i:::':5,r:.,:. 
7 '.See forM e::<arnr.ile .I!l~.~ . .13.~:t;t.:~r-:i~l __ l ~ 1~ 1 
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Ft·eethinke1·s, The assoc1at1on 1-'J:=,::: 2 t2rn1 lv focus f,:,1· them. 

membership. It may have cc~tr1buted. but other reasons for decline 

must be explored. 

community, 

made by reports. Chas A. Bevan, the se 1:i-eta1·y ,:,f the l.,)c,,:,dvi .l le 
; 

Freethou,:;iht a:2soci at.ion rer·c•rted th=:;t rnanv of the1 r- membeI·:= t✓ e•·1:::: 

i:tCtual lv attend1nq chu1·ch insteEl'1 ,:,f :::,.t.ten,::hn-::i ,-,-e:~tf-p:,1_1•:iht rn,:::.;:;i: 1.nq:c: 

9 Budd,,::-,.5(!. 
10 Budd,p,51.L 

ALSO SEE LlNEHAM 
l1 ':iee fo1·· -2::::ample lhe_Ri:1.t1on=1lisl:_,l:17,J.:::, u,:t . .t::::3'5,r:,,4 • 

. 12 FH,1:12,1 '.:ier. i::::::::4,r.6. 
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theological subJec+:s'. 10 It would seem that a numbe1· of members of 

where they could come into contact w1tl1 a feeling of commun1t . 

people i,ihc• attended lee:t1.n-es and thr:•se th2.+: B.ctual 1 y cal led 

fo1·· the same re=:tsons. Their cormnitment to F1·ee+:ho1.1ght i,iould \'>JB.ne 

associatio~ can accomplish anything benefic1=:tl tmless its members 

heterodoxy was desirable 1 e. Howeve1·. 1t seems th=:tt the Palmerston 

North Psychological Society as an e11tirelv Spiritualist group did 

not last, but then the recc,rds of +:he F'a lme1·aton No1·th Lyceum and 

L1 terary lnsti tute 12,sted lon,;ier due to its 1 iberal pl at f,:,nn. In 

this instance Stout 1<1as cot-r-ect. Si tua.t ions that i,.1.ere the dot,,infal l 

13 fft,l:12,1 Sep. 1884.p.5. 
14 EE, 1 ~ 5, 1 Feb. 1 :::::::>i, F. f:, • 

. J.5 ib1d. ,p.6. 



e.1 the1··. This aided the .l1fe Fr'::'.:::t:ho1 .• 1::;h+: 1n Bnt;:un 1r11th +:hs 

Manawa tu 1tJet·e ve1·y mi not· and sca1·cel y 1riot·t.h a mention. In 

F'alrnet·ston Ncwth Th,=, F:ationcod i'=t and Libe1·ator·, Jc•ser::h Svme 's 

MelboutT,e Ft·eetho1..19ht. pe1· 1odica l, ,,J".:!t·~ ':'!·.·,:: l1.1ded from the public 

this event, made the situation something of a monumental occass1on: 

nineteenth century have shown their desire to establish a 

had voted a,;c:1. i n::::t the mot 1 i::,n ti::, b2n th'=' r 1·e,::,tho1y~ht r,ape1·s ,. 1 7 

In fact. the pr,:,blern fc,r rnc<.!"1"/ Fr'='ei:h•:•1.1::iht -::w,:,1.1Ps 1n the a1·e2. H':\':: 

that they i-ien,: not 2.ble to gain th':': ful 1 c•:•n+:ernr,t" •:•f th>:: cle1·::iv, 

.lb The F:at.ionall::::.t.,2:1::::, 1c• _i,_1ne [::_:::::f::.,P.:i, 

17 ibid. 
t•::. EJl,2:23,1 AtF::i. 1.:3::::5,p,:;, 
19 EB,2:19,1 Ar,r!l 1885.pr.6 
2i:1 EJl, 1: 10. 1 ..f• . .ilv 1::=::::4.i:.t. 

fhe ·:•nlv othe1· 
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bring attention to the Freethought associations. Only those clergy 

could have profited from debc:1tes 1•1i th Freethinket-s. 

The same situati,:,n:occcw--ed 1n \.tli:t.n•:::ianui. In that toi,,m an Anglican 

cleric, Cameron, made an address to the local Freethought 

association on the fact that science and rel1g1on were compatible. 

However, he was told by the Bishop of Wellington to ; ... confine 

h1rnsel f to his pat-,:,.:hic1.l i,1ork'. ~i-3 He thus stopped his addt-esses to 

the Freethought associat1011 and ce2sed to write articles to the 

Their 

ot-thodeo::-:: a_1--9ument::: co1-1ld be •:,:,unte,-ed t:,y the F1-eeth1nke1-'=, Thei1-

1·--elationship i,ias, in one sense svmb1•:1+: i,:. flov•1evet·, Freethi.nke,-s. 

lectures given bv F:evs. Fa1·-ncou1·+: and ~•Jhitehouse, a ,:1.n-=:it'2 f1··,:,rn 

21. fT, 2: l '5, 1 11":::•= .. 1 :::::::4, P .. 7. 
:,;~2 LB . .,1:7:,l 1-)Pt~ll:,f:',.4~ 

23 FR, .l: 1. 1 Oct. :1.::::::3::1, r. 1., 
V-)anqanu1 Ch1·-onicle,.:::::: J1.1ly 1:::::: 1: 1_1 _,,_,J·/ 1.::::::3., 

,::::4 [J},1:j,J Oct,, 1::::3J,r,,,1, 
25 E}~,.2: 15, J. Pee. rn:::4,pp.;:-_:i. 

Stenho1 ... 1s,2.p.1·,:,4,. 
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against religious arathy. As Rovle has said: 

seldom reco,::,nused the fi=<.ct. They i,iere th':': ,:,nes ~·Jho tho1_.19ht theoloqv 

mattered enough to be argued about'. 26 

The ·fact was that Christians were continu1n~ to win the battle and 

this is nc,t surprising 9iven the short time Hhjch F1-eetho1 .. 1-;::1i-it h::,d 

existed 1n the colony. Ideas take centuries to change, and many 

people do not bother to even think about th':': i-ssue5. These people 

in one sense introduced an awareness about the place of religion 1n 

had ceased to cont1nt1e with a social prat1ce that was central to 

dominate settler society?. 

,, 

The secret.a,-v of the l;)at-i-:;i::1nui Fi-eeth<:"J•::ih+ f4:=.?:•:,,:i21tion ,:,:,mrnE:nt,:=:d ,:,,-, 

.~~6 Roy le, p. 295. 
27 FLA1--r1old.'The O;::-en1n•:::i of +:h;;, 1:ire:::,t Puc.::h.!:::r:·1--i::-::::::1: n ·:3,:,,:1=...i 

H1st•:•t-y of Bush ·~-e+:+:Ic.:ments ,:,f l2i-=:-n::::i·:i, HE,Hk-2s El=•·-/ c',nc:1 
~,Je .ll i ngt on' ,, F'hd I he::: 1:::, V 1 .-:t ,:,r- 1::; 1_1r·, 1,-,1e1· sit v ., 1 •.f:.' 1. p. t.::: .3. 



conf l. ict that F,·-eethou9ht t•i::1s '?ble t-:• +:h1· 1 ·1e,, 

exist as 2 social group. 

against religion were out-moded and did not fit the world tl1at waE 

nineteenth···centurv settler soc1etv, 1h,~ 1::,:::,ttJ.e a•::ia11-i:,,t reJ1,:11,:,n H2.s 

Britain were not evident 1n New lealand. a state religion did not 

like·;;, 

thet-efore likely to attract rnon:, sur.-p,:,,·t. 

de~lined at a time when the notion of state-intervention was gaining 

ctH-i-ency. Mev; ideas bt·1nq c•th"=:t· idea Hhich fit into the 

construction of a new outlook. To many Freethought lacked currency. 

tl II It fl a a a # M a It a.# 

2:3 fB.,2:20, 1 May rn:::5,p. 7, 
29 Lineharn, 'Fr,2,2thinkers in Nineteenth (ent,.wy Me1r1 .?eal.2:,nd' .r,. 7';:. 



CONCLUSION 

Freethouqht as a rno·.,-ernent de•=lin=:d f•:dl.01n1-i-:i 1r::-: 11-ic1-edit•le ,:::wovith 

in the e2.rly i::::::::Os. The c•nlv re-=:nc·n 11!1nch cc•nt1nued ti:i p1-osre1- i•rns 

before, it now was almost non exist.ant. 

early years of the 1880s. 

-
c,nes that shoHO::,d sc·rne int •?r-est in +: 1 :•:': ,·":,+: i ,:,n ,:,f unl:•e l 1 ef t••.1t +: h;=.1+: 

out.po:::. ts. 

society at that time. 

count1··y' and seemed rele·1a1-i-t, H•:+ie:,?1-., this 1-i;;,_,;:: to cha,·r::ie ?.':: the 

strident individualism that these Free+:!,1n~ers advocated was 

replaced bv something that was more rragmat1c. 

mutual-improvement would help th-2 r.:,1·,:,,::;wess of the •::;we::<.ter s.,:,c1etv 

was replaced by the idea tha.t the :3tate :::hould proviqe fc-t· c1l 1 of 

one's securities. Freethought was part of that l1tl1latarian thought 
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Freethought associations were 2ble to develop 1n even the remotest 

and sectarian religion. 

of theological matters. Organ1sat1ons we1·e able to be established 

society, so in favc•ut· of the rnu+:u:::J. nnr.-1·,::-,· .. ·errent a1·!d +:he:,J.o•:iic=ll 

their lectur-es. 

-
t-,\E:H Zs':\l::1nd th•:•1.•::iht coul•:1 find t:h,.t ss,,·!:=:e ·:•f cc·rr.rr11:nitv 1!·1 rhe 

Freethought associations. 

unnecessarv. Thev debated th1::: r-,-,n,+: tJJth C1·,n.st12ns 1,1!io 121ther 

r 1·,:'!etl"iinke1·:::: . 

.2 ibid. ,p.66. F,:,r· an e:,-,:.:=:trnpl,2 ,:,f tins, 



land n2,.tional 1 satic,n, But. th,;:; ::=. i t•.13t 1c:•n \-1:=1.:: di ffe,·ent 1•ihen ,:,ne 

considers the ob1ections materialist Free~1inkers held toward the 

ideas. of sp1rit1..i::d1:::::t F1··eeth1nke1·:::. ·3u·=h d1':':=1.-:::weernent::: could h1nde1· 

the activities of Freethought assoc12t1ons. In th,;, end such 

incompatibi J.1 ty helped to dest1·ov rn=1ny r,·eethou·:;iht as':'ociati•:,n=::, =1s 

with the case of Woodville. 

Th,:2t·efot·e the F1·eeth,:,u•~ht =•.sc:oc1 ::it 1ons 1n th-:=: r,J:::1.nc:•,v:=:,t: 1.1 21·"j !ilan,:,i::1.1·11.I1 

t•1ent into a ::=;l::.?.te ot decl 1ne. be•::-?.•.I::::e ti-rev cc- 1.ild n,:,t c,:,nt 1nue 1,11 th 

their inward contradictions. fhe ::-.t+:it•.de ,:,f rno::t Cht·1st1ans to 

sp1·ead thej ,- idea::, The rnc•1·,=2 r:"1?1 1 , ·st1·•:::~•rr- ch1.w•:h':'s tended +-,:, 

1gnoI··e F~n2ethou,:Jht. becauc:e. ,:,t.he1· 1J1se. th'::!·, HC•uld rne,·e.l.y b1·i1·,::i 

=1.ttent wi·; t,:, it., 

Net,•l .:ea l a.nd. 

the centre was not 2ttr2ct1~e to ;:,ll. 
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