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Thesis Abstract 

Many species in  the cat family, the Fel idae, are l isted as vulnerable to extinction. 

The t iger is one species fac ing extinction. S tudies show that t igers can l ive in groups 

in capt ive environments and understanding the social behaviour of t igers cou ld help 

t iger conservation. It is  hard to study t igers in the wi ld and the domestic cat may be a 

good model  to  develop research methods to study tiger soc ial behaviour. 

This study focused on the social behaviour of domestic cats, and t he effects of 

group type, sex, relatedness, age, weight, and coat colour on social behaviour. There 

were s ignificantly different behaviour patterns in established groups and newly 

formed groups of domest ic cat .  As age d ifferences increased between pairs of cats, 

their agonist ic behaviour decreased s ignificant ly. Affil iat ive behaviour increased 

significant ly as the weight differences between pairs of cats increased. Sex, 

relatedness, and coat colour did not influence the social behaviour of domestic cats. In 

addit ion, weather did not s ignificantly affect norma l behaviour. 

Tigers were observed in three different captive environments. There were some 

differences in their behaviour in the t hree different environments .  Tigers kept 

ind ividually in small  cages did more pac ing than t igers in groups in a playground. 

However, a lack of data on the differences in t iger behaviour in different environments 

did not a l low analysis. 

This study was carried to develop the observat ion technique for cat social 
behaviour. 
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