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Abstract 

Why Shamanism? Why Peru? Why Now? This thesis answers these questions 

by exploring the richness of the Peruvian Amazon, Andean mountains, and the 

shamanic traditions that dwell within. I describe why it is that members of the 

West turn towards shamanism and specifically Peruvian shamanism for spiritual, 

environmental and medical reasons. 

The phenomenon of the shamanic tour is explored and the scientists who study 

Peruvian shamanism in order to understand and transfer its benefits to the Western 

world are also considered. Reasons for their interest include: curiosity, spiritual 

enlightenment, drug tourism, medical (psychological and physiological) and the 

need to experience and record shamanic knowledge before it is lost. 

Reasons why this knowledge is sought and made available at this time is 

explained including reference to the new age movement, disillusionment with 

religious and biomedical institutions in the West, changing worldviews and the 

Q'ero Inkan prophecy which foretells the time when the eagle of the North (the 

Western world) and the condor of the South (traditional world) will fly together 

and the Earth will awaken. 

As Western interest increases, and as the world changes, intellectual property 

rights become an issue for these traditional societies. Indigenous knowledge and 

current trends and implications of international intellectual property legislation are 

discussed. 

11 



Acknowledgements 

Many thanks to my parents for all of their support while I went off on often 

unusual pursuits, to Philippa, my sounding board, for her editing expertise and her 

unfaultering support, Francis for her encouraging and insightful comments and to 

Mariela, for going above and beyond the call of duty in Peru. I want to give 

special thanks to Heman, Juan, Jaques, Jose and all others who shared their 

knowledge of shamanism in Peru with me. 

lll 



Table of Contents 

Abstract 11 

Acknowledgements lll 

Table of Contents IV 

List of Figures v 

Introduction 

Chapter One: Shamanism in Peru 15 

Chapter Two: Shamanism in and for the West 25 

Chapter Three: Shamanic Tourism 45 

Chapter Four: Shamanism and Research 68 

Chapter Five: Indigenous Knowledge 

and Intellectual Property 87 

Conclusion 98 

Appendix A Map of Peru 103 

Appendix B Map of South America 104 

Appendix C Map of Qosqo and surrounds 105 

Glossary 106 

References 109 

lV 



List of Figures 

Figure 1. Author in the Amazon rainforest 14 

Figure 2. Inka wall foundations in Qosqo, Peru 40 

Figure 3. Classic Machupicchu photograph, Peru 41 

Figure 4. Temple of the Condor, Machupicchu, Peru 43 

Figure 5. Shaman pointing out an ayahuasca vine 61 

Figure 6. An ayahuasca night ceremony 62 

v 


