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PREF fl.C E 

This e ssay is a study of the inte r - r e l a ti onship of 

the s ocia l th e si s a nd pr os e ficti on o f Hode rick Finla ys on . 

It will e x am ine the th eme s which pe r s ist in his pol emic a l 

articles , short s t ori es an d nov ~ l s , t he e ff e ct of his 

e thica l st~nc e on th e ae sthe tics o f h is cra ft , a n d the 

d egr ee t o which tha t st a nc e r epr e s e nt s , in All en Curnow's 

wor ds , " s ome comm on p r obl em of the imar; ina tion" in New 

Zeal a n d lit e r a ture a n d thought . 

Be c a us e much of the ma t e ri a l us ed in t h is e ssa y is 

r a the r in&cc ess i b l e , I h~v e f e lt it n e c es sary t o tr en t the 

a r t icles and fi c ti on i n s ome deta il , qu c ting ex te n s ive ly 

in t he endeav our t o c on vey t h0 full r~nge o f Fi nlayson ' s 

though t a nd cr a f t . Sinc e t hey a r e o f peri phe r a l, r athe r 

tha n c e n t r a l importanc e t o t he a r gume nts p r oposed in t h i s 

a cc ount of Finlay ~on ' s wor k , I h a ve n o t included d i s cus s ion 

of hi s nume r ous writings f or t he Sc hoo l Public ~ tions Branch 

of the De pa rtme nt of Educ a tion. 

I should like t o thank th e foll owing pe ople for the ir 

assistanc e during th e pr epa r a ti on of this thesis: 

- Dr . W. S . Broughton , who has b e en ge n e r ous with his 

time , p a ti e nc e , a nd learning in the initia tion and supervisi on 

of this study. 

-Professor R. G. Frean and other members of the English 

Department of Massey University for their intere st and concern. 



i v . 

- Miss E.l•l. Gre,rn , Mrs. h . D. Gwynn , a nd Miss L . Marsden 

of the Massey University Lit:a ry ; the r efer c1ce librarians 

of tho Palmerston No rth Public Library ; and staff of the 

Alexander Turnbull , Gon2ru l Assembly , and National Libraries , 

Well ine ton , for their co-op~rntion . 

- Mr . R . D. Finlayso n of 'rfcymou th, i•t'l.nurewa , fo r his 

patie nt and kind r e spo n se t o my l e tters and queries , a nd th e 

use of his r ecords , manus crip t s , ~nd cuttings ; and Mrs . 

Finlayso n fo r the h ospi tality offcr~d during my v i sit to 

Weymouth . 

- Mrs . Pinr 0ar e t Br or;den , who typed t h is manuscript , 

a nd f or whose help a nd symp~thy I am v e r y gr ateful . 




