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It is an expr ese opi nion of t he ~:,.,, Zealanc: I·lny Centre Pedcrution 

that parent.al involveutent in th• Play Centre will be effective in allowing 

huabanrls anc: wi vcA t,o e:ain ~ore 1.mrl1>rRt;:,n d ng of t hci r role as parcntc . If 

this were •o it coulo. b xpecteJ th t there ,rcmhl he "m,c modification f 

tbeae parent•• attitudes tovarc.lo chilclron and ti .!'~i!.ll· u :rin-' tllc ;>oriod 

of the aseocitttion. 

This atudy 1--as plrom ,J to ll.xnminc tlleso e1..~ect 1tiorn; ns it wae 

considered that tke 1'1..:.y {;ent:re mov01.11ent would h-Onofi t fron SOJ"11fl 1'110\oledge 

of the parental ,,ttitm!cs .Jf its mw.bers an(l of tl. vCftwtiver,(!Sii of its 

programmes m c1 as 1Cll vl.c ',ur sex uiffcrencc m:ro ~inparcnt in pareutal 

ntti tu,:cs r.:.1 i! their. .;,Ol'. i£icntion . 

l t waa l,ypothosise 1 that p.1rcnt.al involvc.r·cnt ;,;oul<l ix,cr ;::sc the 

i,courocy of ~rer;tn • n~1dc:r~tnndit.,:. of Pl :,y Centre: ir- c .. s r1r.1· wo~l,, twlp 

modify parental attit.utlDs i.o bcc0t.1e r.,orc li,.o tho!; :. o:: the I lay Cpnt.rci but 

be sv:x diffe1·enct's in the perception ar. l~ 1•10,'ific.:.1.tiou of parental nttitu➔os • 

. '-. moc1ifi !Ji for.• of the :'11rent nl \ttltUt.le °;.est!..4'Ch lr.strur-.ent, rell8Ce 

the Parent Atti tut.le '. ;urve;r ·.uesti01.u1 it'u, was ac>ir .. istcrecl to two oups of 

parents (both part er!:!) ,10 wer~ 1:' :1tc ie<l !!O t t .! COOl)flrifJon of attit dtta on 

a pre- and post-involV®1ent bash could be c.acl . 'Ibo subject• were asked to 

respond to th l'AS first as thougll statin th ir own point of vin an<1 aec 

a• thouah stating c Plny Centre •• point of vi w. of ll y Ce tre 

xperta were•• res d to the PASQ •• thou etatin the Ply C ntre 

int of view, to aur of Ply C ttitu • 

Tb ~s1,oru1e■ of 133 eubjecta (inoludi • 76 IIUbJeota of th tat 

group) to the 128 it o the ~Q were intereorrelat and f aotor analyaed 

uina t.he principal cam,onent• •olution rotat t no ised Varimax ■tructure. 



The ten factor• were taken n• the attitude factor acal••• A aeoond-order 

factor analyaia revealecl twe factors, an authoritarian-reatrictiven••• scale 

and e democratic..permiaeiven••• aule . Mea eo rea of the teat and expert 

groups on the ten-fftctor....eal•• nre c_.,,.red uaing the t-Te■t of dpificant 

difference bat these coraparieODe rnealeci little significant difference between 

group mean score■ esoept between the attitude■ of perenta and of the Play 

Centre and betnen perenu perception of Play Centre attitudH and the 

atti tut e■ of the l'lay Cqtre. 

ln tenn• of the o .il problem this woul f\ee1, t,o r ahe eoi~t! <loubta 

about the effectivcnes oi the Play Centre '• imre t education prop- rme at 

lcost for t,Lis ;rro 1 , in rnt pnr<~nt.s did ?lot h.1 ·e · vc•ry occurat.e porception 

of the parentDl attitudes of the Play Centre, t 1ot there was not an ppreciable 

ebift in parentnl :1ttit rlcs , urinr, tlw t.iJr,e of invol vor ont. in the l'l ny Centre, 

t.hat the f.flrents' nun th<- J'lny Centre •s ntti t t'cs Cic ,' if fer sigr1ific:mtly and 

that t.he anticipl'te11 (' 1 fe>r .ncei:J in pnrcntnl " .t i mfo~ twt ecn hm;br.r ds and 

wivef. w o er<' c}j f i<•rent ~- i Hvolvc-<1 in t.hc I'l[,y re t.rc, v ere oot app:-irent. 

Caution must be e:..-prea ed ho ever as to t.hc :;en n :l z:11.ion of these cormnents 

to the total I'l ny Centre popnl a t.:ion i n viow of tlic lidtat i on11 of the 

inve•ti r,At, ·cm, t .hr · 11 Pno epE>cializerl eer-plc CI!t' tl~c 1'.iifi cult· cf oaauring 

accurately parental ttitudes . 

Scoree on four of tnctor scales opp o d r li ble enoudl to give 

sa · 1 • ln neral 

cmtic in th i:r 

s e indicetio of e p rental attitud s of 

the■e Ply Centl'e par ts •re •ore pe~i 

attitude■ townrd th ir re-sc ool-e e ohil 

would indicate . 

t n the New Z ltm lite ture 

f det;. ilo<l · search in thi bytb 

findinp of thi prelimi ry inT ti tion inc &11 



inatrument to mensur · Nntal attitudea, their relation to pen Hty 

ftriable■, rriage pattel"n8 Md ■ex role■ in marri p, and the accuracy 

of the tranafer of Ply Centre id•a• and policy at a regiOllftl and local 

level . 
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Cbapter 1 lur,pdpctt 

The Probl • 

Thia •twcl7 waa iDten d to •vwhw ficati 

ef parellUl atti tad• ba pareuta of childrea attending Play C :t.rea 

1• ew Zealand. 

f i ta jor 1.. that of "Pa 

"To proride metlDS 

land Pla:, C tre Pede tion ha••• 
--ti•" er N ispecifieall7 

ta •:r pi for th elw•, 

N dentaDdiD& of tlleir rele u paNDt•• .1 

If huMDda and win• d pJn thia ere ter un ratanclJ.nc 

be expected that n will dification of parental 

attitude• over • pert d of th• naaociation. Not only doe• 

tl:l Pla7 Centre atate thi• pneral ia, tit aleo spells t 

anoeiation with the Pla7 Centre . 

"Thi• )d f l•arninc (by acti•• anoeiati ) the ke7 

to wbi i• reapouiWe i 

i 

t. lea.m. F r 

Naia 

7 

• iaYol 

( rl 7 ma, 

1 . 



2 . 

1111111 .tit in n 1 

e -•a.Jcati with th• iw atipter that thq feel there la eften 

• medific-ati ef parental attitud • a a P'orih iD undentandilla 

of children aa a renlt ef parental aa■eciation with a play centre •• 

parent educati pro.n-1e . ReceaU7 Geraldine ll ld3 liat• 

••lt report. fra ...,- ef her u.ple of Pla7 Centre •-tlw1-e bad.icatlna 

of their ilffolfflNllt with play c tre . 

no ca:acl iff 

n■ rch eondacrt.ed that aaain•• either the parental att.itud•• ot 

pannu of children att i•I • pla7 eeatre, or re signiti it17 

whether ficaticm of parental attit'Qde occu:n in the parent■ 

in tho time that the7 are aaaociat d with •r i11nlnd in th• 

actiTi tica of the Pla7 Ce re IIOt'emetlt . In tact the Play Ceatre 

itaelf haa called t renarc:h into thia nry upeet fit• nn 

pffpw. 

• of rellNreh eoald be:- paNDt.8 1 ttitudea 

bef re and fter a peri 

Pla7 Ceatre mn·_.nn; • ao defillitift, officially 

atat.d &tti 

aluioao r ef Pla7 Ceaue puli u- (Bill, 

y, 5 · Gael"Nt, 6 -net GreJ', 7) wppert. • :rea~tabl,-

criptiff (8111 , ..... ,., 
pJ'ff1 • • • ri iti .. , .. -.,u:n- wi 

• ri • lr WII J111:1&11-1u t 

ii' 



3 . 

1Mtth fo la iDfflll&l aapecta . tin partici tia i• ••ic 

t. the whole pr ••• d i ludff aHtin1 other pa.rents and talkha 

with them, diacuastna children with ot n, •rkiq; rith tmd watdd.ng 

children. Thi• tbe Play Centro conaidera will fccilitat.e tho kiad 

of derataruUaa that )JIU"ftte _,. or will h4lp parent. to tiad 

Rt more about their WD children. 

"Drrery play• nlon i• a furUMr au 

~ fomal aspect inelud • tioD&l and regianal aemiaan. 

workshops, refr aher and in-eervice coaran, evening lectm-ea, 

diseussion groupa, fila:a, introductory talkll and iadiTidual lecture 

•essiona . Speanr■ are drc1m fNID YU'ioas eoarcea includina 

Uuh·erai ti et Teachen Collepa, the .. c11ca1 profeaai and actift 

mesnb«?r,s of the Play Ceatre itMlf . 

ln hi• ..n contact with play eeatrea and Pl ay Centre 

personnel eince 1967, the bwutiptor had felt coaeern 

•"bout ti • aakH and atatementa mad• t. .iJ.ia that indicate 

ertainty eODfaai• iJl th lllllda of • .a nt■ a 

aapeets of ch:iltl-ruring ];lUl'POried to have aa "Play 

Cenb'e policy' • The 1-~ in duetiltc 

t. ti 

•ti eti ......... 

,artlc:Dlar, pael'lllly ef 

for lay camb"fl,. 

flt tiffll ... 

ee'"'neil't& ~tcr _ _.. •f Mlr'fl~ •~Jd.• • 

It appeered tut 

i ln i - e:Kil,Qllia 

n97 [:tu~~ mo..l!alln~ 

Dlll"Ct:~ ocn:a:ati .. 

wl .... Yltb i • pal ef a eqtalll• uti n be-lue it 



,. 
adequate knwledp of th• •~titudes tbripareDU 'bnu&bt to pla:, 

centre with their ehlldrn ner an ebJ tin aaeaaent of th• 

•ffeet that it.a parent edacatiGD pro..,.._. had on the pareata 

N ·1 .. ... land CeJltN Feder tie.u to ~• .... Jmwl 

eztent to which these differ fraa ih• tliade• 

Play Centre it.aelf . 

1 t appeared lleceaoJ7 u well, that th lay Centre 

• ua.,...tnt of the effeeUTenNS of its prop"'UIN, 

that is an cmawer to the question, •• pannta 

the parental attiWdu of the Play Centi- JaO ent aa a reewt 

A.netlier aapeet of~ general qveation 

of parental attitlld•• that neded to oe aaeucd wu the wai,ieipated 

Furt.h.emore, :ia Yi ew of the freq entlT expreased c cern a. 

the lack of pat.erpa) iBYol•••t in Play Centre, tbore a a1 .. 

th ed to iuveati te au 4iff ereac" iD t.h mod.if ication ef 

panmal atti fi ticm did eecv) . 

Fer ........ tilen 

UU7 MIi ....u.lttle. I t wu al• -,e 

ea11'boilgte· a little • •• CUTGlt. k:Mlrl 

ir childna la Hew ----• 

conaide.red 

t • •ttlilb' 

Q 



,. 
tel7 it d taa.e T coaaider tb& 

been :n.eceUU7 to --,le t.tal popalati o1 both 1'1-:, C tN 

ff rent aocial elaas p-eap~, to y aori ,~M,EmD urban-

rural sampl s, as-e control IJ'OUPS, and to plc ttitud • in 

111Dte gr-onps a pre- aad pori-iavel t aie. It wnld alN 

Te been eceasaey to aeeee the MI0\1Dt of inYolvC!IDCtnt for 

differ~nt groups al!d BDal,-e these in relation to the io 

par ct rs involTCd. Thia would hove involved a aturly, ih• 

ecope or u ch went beyond the limit• of W• uerciao . lt 

s deci ded to c act thia inTeat.i tio.u aa a liJ:dDary nne7 

of a more limi-ted ple, to determine and coml)llN the po.rental 

attitudes of two matched groapa of parents (fOl' both husbands 

a wives) of children attendina play cutna in t&.c I·aJ.mera 

'erth area . fine group would cepriH parents of children who 

bad NCcntly c need pl , 7 c trc (•Degilmers•), t h other d 

dr.1wn fr pare-nts of c i ldren who :bad bee a ttc na pla7 

c~lltre for • ti (• .. ird era") . It wu Gl•o planned te 

asure th cclll'Ocy of nai~ts • perception of th r l C 

mo·nt&ft1Jrt 1a atti •• in Nlati to th atti c 117 fanmed 

7 e lay 

•ta tom 1011 ... : 

1 . t 

en) •f '111811-e11.1t.a 

• t re • paNllta1 at.U't.l.v:.._ 



a. now well do ~ porceiye. the po.natal a-ttit 

Play Cctrtre, l .e . are there diffennces in the pcrcepi.i 

of Ply Centre ttitades by peNnta end the nttitudos of 'Ule 

Play Cc re moveomt it elf - aud in what ana ? 

6. 

.\ . t t ,liffercnces in Parental ottitudcs exist bctlreen 1irmen 

nnd Fini e.r■, 

5. !JOCS n.ssoeiati with the Plny Centre . :lCJJt 1 d parente 

oe of Play C re ' s int of new? 

6 . .\re there s,ex differen:ca in the arons of rnrcn 1 attltudeaf 
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