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1a HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT \

Foxton {2;8@%}‘ is loeated on a former wmeander of the %énggaéa

.
%

River three miles from ibs mouth. Tt lies on the inland margin of the

constal sand dunes where they begin to merge inbto the flat alluvial plain

~

of the Manawatu's lower course. To the north-sast, at a distance of 24
miles by first class roads, lies Palmerston North (16,832), the main
urban centre of the Manawatu, and eleven miles to the south-east is Levin,

a bustling town of 11,402, Passing ten miles to the east 'is’ the Main

£

Trunk Railway upon which is situated Shannon (1,500 . {see PFige

el

The area gsuwrrounding Foxton contains two distinet phyaiesl
units. To the north and west are consolidsted sand dunes which run
inland from the coast and are separated by smell areas of swampy gr@unég”
To the south and east lie the former swamplands of MNoutoa.

The sand durne ares can be further divided inte two zones.

The first is the sctusl dune complex, which consists of bare sand and
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imited sreas of thils zone have been developed to & gemi-lwproved shate
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and these portions are being used for semi~extensive sheep reising or
dairying {where pockets of heavier soils occur in the swampy inter-dune
areas). The second zone lies further inland and in this, farming is

bp! et 2 ey IR P .2 EX S -
Downs locality, eight miles to the north of Foxbon.
HMoutoa dAistrict lies within a large loop of the Manawatu

River and on its western edges finger
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3
the mixture of dasirying and fat lamb raising that is carried out there.
More important, it is here that the Degartmenﬁ of Agriculture has
established the Moutos Estate which ;fﬁths main source of Phormium tenax
for the New Zealand Woolpack and Textile factory in Foxton.

This then is Foxbton's physical setting: on the Manawatu
River, near the lowest bridging point, on an important road route but
not on the rail, and between the coastal sand dunes and the drained
alluvial plain of the lower Manswatu. Tt is centrelly situsted in the
southern North Island within easy reach of the three cities of the area.

This loeation explains the rise, decline, and revival of Foxton.

Historical Setting

Poxton, the oldest town of the Manawatu owes its beginnings,
in the 18508, to its location nesr the mouth of the Manawatu River.
from the time of its founding, until the construction of the Wellingtonr
Manawatu railway in 1886, Foxton was the point of entry for the whole
Menawatu. "For about 12 years Foxton was the only township in the
whole district, and becasuse of its coastal trade it remsined the
commercial centre for many years." ! In 1870 a settlement, later to
be known as Palmerston North, began in the Papaiocea clearing. By 1878
this had a populetion of 880 compared with Foxton's 563. By then a
railway link had been built between the two settlements. "Tn 1879

S

;Fﬁﬁt@&'s future seemed sufficiently assured to Justify the port being

L—

gazetted as & 'port of entry with a Custom Officer of its own and 2
bonded warehouse's" 2
But “he challengs of the reilway soon pub the future of

Foxton as a port in & different light. The Government decision to

1 Dliver 67

2 Hely qhy
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Fig.2

Population

and Employment in Flax Industry(1937-1966)
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4
the rail link to Palmerston North continued to decline. The question
of where to site thes main Wellington=Auckland highway Aduring the 19208
saw the revivel of the argument as to whether a coastal or inland route
should be followed. This time the chosen rcute pasged through Foxten,
although not before some consterpation wes caused by an anncuncenment
thet a Waikanae=Tokomeru path had been chosen.

Road transport begen to expand at ebout this time and the
railwsy rvevenue for the Poxton brench line fell even further. The flax
industry declined to one small mill by the 1930s and from 1921 to 1936
the population fell by some 81 persons. TFinally, in 1943, the Whirckino
Cut, which was part of the Lower Manawetu Flood Contrel Scheme, was
completed and the Foxton Harbour Board found itself without an effective
harbour.

Thus in 1947 an observer could comment thet: "It is the
farmer who Justifies the economiec existence of the retail esitablishments.”
After considering the prospects of the town's fubture, and noting the
arount of undeveloped Maori land in the vicinity, the ssme observer
concluded that "....the future function of Foxbon is in a very definite
way bound up with the future of its Maori pecple and their lends.” 2
But he did note, although none too enthusiastically, thet "...the whistle
of the textile factory is a whistle of hope." 3

Fortunately for the borough of Foxton this hope hes been
fulfilled. The beginnings of the town's revival were in the formetion
of New Zealand Woolpack and Textiles Limited which began production in

1934  During the 1920s the plentiful supplies of the superior sissl

4 Boniface 12
2 Bonifasce 76

32 Boniface 2L

-




7

on the world market caused trade in Phormium tenax to virtually disappear.
The development of a method of softening the phormium fibre so that it
could be spun and woven had an important bearing on the decision to fomm
the Woolpack and Textile compeny. The new industry was able to surmount
early problems of production and by 1937 its woolpacks were selling well.
World War 11 gave the fledgling industry further impetus and when this
merket was no longer available, a floor covering section was established,
It is this development that has been the focus of recent gro'ﬁth.1

Since 1945 the population of Foxton has increased by 71
percent and employment in the flax indusiry by 100 percent. (See Fig. 2)
The industry now employs 374, 308 of whom reside within the borough of
Foxton. The industry has truly become the lifeblood of the town.
From the production of woolpacks only, the company has expanded tothe
manufacture of carpeting, underfelt and upholsterer's padding. (The
latter two are produced by & subsidiary, Bonded Felts Ltd.) Of the

three types of carpeting produced, only one contains Phormium tenax

(55 percent) and the other two use imported artificial and natural fibres.
Today carpet production is one-third by value of the industry's output.

The success of the company has meant a revitalised town and
the growth engendered by it has greatly increased the attraction of the
town as a place of residence., During the 1950s, two clothing factories
were established in the town to take advantage of the female labour that
had become available. Today these two plants employ 83 persons or ten
percent of those in full +time employment in the town.

Other developments that have provided increased employment

opportunities include the expansion of a small timber company which

1 A more detailed discussion of this development is found in Saunders
and Anderson (ed) 203 = 206
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9
todey employs 35 men, although to some extent it has replaced jobs that
disappesred when an older timber firm amelgemated and consolidated on
the centre of its pariner at ﬁarton‘ The establishment of Hanawatu
College to replace the secondary department of the local District High
School mede Foxton a centre for education as well as providing
additional employment. From seven in 1955 the number of staff at
secondary level has risen to 22. During the same pericd the number
of pupils has risen from 120 to L450. Over half of this increase has
been due to the attendance of Shannon children at the College and the
provision of school buses from Oroues Downs to Foxton rather than to
Palmerston North as previously (see Chapter Six).

Puture growth of Foxton would appear to be dependent on
several factors,; none of which seems likely to produce rapid change.
First there is the possibility that ties formed as a result of
attending College in the town may sattrsct the patronage, if not the
residence, of some of the nearby rural population. Second, the
continued growth and popularity of Foxton Beach mey also help the growth
of Foxton, particulsrly as & service centre,.

Third, and most significently, there is the possibility of
Foxton developing as a dormitory town for increasing numbers of the work
force of Levin and Palmerston North. At present 18 percent of those
employsd full time are employed outside the town, Of this number the
mejority travel to Levin or Palmerston North. Should the road route
to Paluwerston Noprth be shorﬁeneé.by'three or four miles as is at present
being considered, commuting from Foxbton would be more attractive, The
hopes that the much discussed Jumbo Jet Airport will be built on the
Himatengi sand dunes, and thus give Foxton renewed prosperity as 2
residential and commercial centre to serve it, would appear to be
without much conerete foundation.

MASSEY UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY
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An economist has suggested that the Moutos Estate would be
more profitable for the nation if it were used to grow grass. A move
such as this could be a serious check to the town; but the conbtinued
increass in the production of carpeting from srtificial and imported
fibres would cushion the effect of it on Foxton. Whatever the extent
to which the forseeable changes do occur, the continued prosperity of
the town would appesr to be intimetely dependent on the Woolpack factory

and slow but steady growth in populastion is probabls.
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2. SMALL TOWNS

The 1966 Census revealed that there were twenty-seven towns
in New Zealand that had populations between 2,000 and 3,600. (These
are listed in Table I.) Although there are features that are common
to all these towns, each is unique as an attraction to population.
Similerities in function also exist and seventy percent of the towns
had over one-third of labour force employed in either commerce or
service industries. A similar percentage of these towns had less
than one~third of their labour force employed in manufacturing. (See
Table I)

Generally the dominant function of the New Zealand small
town is the provision of services for its citizens and those of the
surrounding district. There are however, eight towns in this group
which are dominated by other functions. These include the transport
centres of Lyttelton, Port Chalmers and Bluff, the manufacturing towns
of Waihi, Foxton, Kaiapoi and Mataura, and the forestry town of
Murapara., Manufacturing is also important in Patea, Eltham, Picton
and Temuka, but this group have other functions that are equally
important, ‘

The industries that support these manufacturing towns are
generally concerned with the processing of local raw materials such as
meat, wool, wheat and Phormium tenax. The last named is the basis of
the manufacturing function of Foxton., Foxton, in common with Mataura
and Kaiapoi, had over half of its work force employed in manufacturing
in 1966 and this concentration gives this group of towns a function
different to that of others included in this survey. The aim of this
thesis is to investigate further the functions of Foxton, how it has

attracted its present population, and attempt to ascertain to what




Tableyl

Towns with populations between 2,000 and
3,600 and percentage of their labour force
in selected industrial divisions. (1966)

12

Industrisl Division

Population
Manufachuring Commerce
Kaitaia 3,056 1k 54
Kailkohe 3,13, 20 57
Paeroa 3,129 25 3
Waihi 3,169 % 2)
Te Aroha 3,212 26 37
Te Puke 2,601 28 3
Murapara 2,670 10
Opotiki 2,585 25 3
Inglewood 2,003 30 37
Waipukurau 3,569 15 5k
Elthem 2,319 36 38
Patea 2,013 18 36
Taihape 2,861 9 L7
FOETON 2,819 51 28
Otaki 3,573 22 36
Pahiatua 2,597 23 46
Carterton 3,536 38 35
Picton 2,560 23 3k
Hokitika 3,258 20 50
Kaispoi 3,528 57 26
Iyttelton 3,493 20 26
Temuka 3,703 35 35
Waimate 3,300 21 10
‘Port Chalmers 3,07 35 26
Alexandra 2,979 1 il
Hataura 2,629 6L 19
Bluff 3,275 21 23
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extent the dominance of manufacturing in the town's industrial activity
affects other aspects of life in this small town.

Unlike the other towns in which manufacturing dominates,
(with the exception of Waihi), Foxton's principal industry is not based
on pastoral products. One of the effects of this is that wage levels

are somewhat lower than the towns classified as manufacturing above,

(Table II)
Table II

Percentage of labour force earning in

excess of 2,000 dollars in selected

towns. (1966)
Foxton 22 Kaiapoi 20
Waihi 21 Temuka 2k
Patea 35 Mataura 42
Picton 29

Further statisticel information on Foxton's relative

ranking among the small towns included in this survey is listed below.
(Table ITII)

The dependence on manufacturing and the relative unimportance
of the service and commercial and service sectors make Foxton a suitable
settlement in which to study a New Zealand small town that has a minimum
of rural character. Tt is hoped that this study will become part of a
wider study of the New Zealand small town which, in this age of rapid
urbanisation, is a part of the settlement pattern which is beginning to

lose its vitality.




Tehle ITIL

Statistical information on population
and dwellings of small towns. (1966)

14

Percentage |Percentage |Percentage Percentage of|Percentage
population of of labour force of

increase |population|Meoris in |earning over |homes owned

196166 over 65 |population| $2,200 by occupier
Kaitaia 1249 8 17 32 67
Kaikohe The? 4 33 27 62
Pasron 8.1 8 12 3 62
Waihi 2 14 L 21 8k
Te Aroha 5.0 11 L 27 68
Te Puke 13.2 7 7 35 7k
Murapsra 46,0 1 57 18 17
Opotiki o2 7 36 3t 6L
Inglewood S5els 10 2 30 75
Waipukurau 9.8 8 7 30 62
Eltham 2.1 10 7 o 71
Patea 142 7 20 35 60
Taihape 6.7 5 13 33 55
FOXTON 73 10 15 22 63
Otaki 12.5 15 13 23 75
Pahiatua o7 10 3 28 69
Carterton 149 g 5 28 8z
Picton 10.6 13 5 29 72
Hokitiks 8.3 10 1 28 76
Kaiapoi 13t 8 3 30 78
Lyttelton 2.7 S 3 39 78
Temuksa 11.2 13 3 24 80
Waimate - 0.3 15 Ok 22 82
Port Chalmers| = 1.6 9 1 30 7h
Alexandra 2349 8 Ool 3 79
Mataura 2641 5 6 42 7h
Bluff 7.8 5 7 50 77
New Zealand 10.8 8 8 3h 69
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3. THE SURVEY
This thesis is based on information gatherg& during Decenmber

1967 and January 1968. All households in the borough of Foxton were
visited and the housshold head, or = representative, was requested to
answer & questionnaire. (See Appendix A). The purpose of the
questionnaire was to determine the attractions Foxton held as a place
of residence and to obtain information as to the extent of the
residents' involvement in activities inside and outside the town,
particularly in the satisfaction of occupational, commercial and
recreationsl needs. The informstion was coded and put on punch éar&s
which sre held in ‘the Geography Depsrtment at Masssy University. &

summary of the interviews obtained is given below. (Table IV)

Table IV

Coverage of households by survey
conducted December 1967 - January 1968.

Households visited 754
Interviews obbained 700
Interviews refusad 1L
Households not contacted = LD

& Of this number 25 housses were either unoccupied at the time of the
survey or the head could not be interviewed, usually due to 0ld age
or 11l health.

During these interviews it was estsblished that 255 employed
independents other than the household head and his wife resgided in the

700 households, Of these 200 answered a questionnaire similar to that

used to interview the household heads. The survey therefore covered

93 percent of the household heads and 79 percent of other independents.
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Throughout this study all tables record pesrcentages rounded
to the nearest whole number. Statistics, other than those based on
the questionnaire are taken from the published results of the 1966

Census.
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4. RESIDENCE

Foxton presents to the prospective citizen all the
attractions and inconveniences of a 'small town'. The purpose of
this chapter is to determine which forces are active in attracting
population to Foxton, and in particular, those not generally
associated with the ‘small town'.

As in all forms of urban settlement, there exists in
Foxton a degree of inertia which ensures, except in the event of
economic collapse, a stable sector of the population. A more
detailed account of this phenomenon is given by Pownall who states
that 'because an urban centre has been created it tends to remain
alive of its own volition'. ! It is this factor which is the basis
of the oft expressed opinions that "Once you shift to Foxton you will
never get out of the place", and "You must be careful what you say
about people in Foxton as they are all related in some way".

In order to establish the extent of this inertia, those
interviewed were asked where they were born, how long they had
resided in‘Foxton, and why they came to live in Foxton., Thirty-one
percent were found to have been in Foxton all their lives, while an
additional 15 percent regarded Foxton as their home and gave this as
their reason for residence. A further 13 percent gave some family
or marital reason for coming to the town. The importance of family
ties and of original residence are important in sustaining the
population of small towns for in Foxton, 59 percent gave these reasons

and in Hawera a figure of 57 percent was obtained. 2

1 Pownall 279 This is part of a discussion and illustretions of
inertis in 277-282

2 Congalton 86
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The proportion of Foxton's population who had lived in the
town all their lives is high when compared with other centres for which
figures were availaeble. (Table V) The trend of'native sons' remaining
in Foxton to a greater extent than the other centres suggests an element

of truth in one of the sentiments noted above.

Table V

Percentage of adult population
born in selected towns

Foxton Hawera Masterton 1 Hamilton 1

by 25 25 16

Another measure of inertia is the length of residence.

(Table VI) This teble indicates that at the time of the respective
Table VI
Length of residence of adult population
in selected towns
; 2 2 2
Foxton Hawera Masterton Hamilton

Less then five years 20 15 26 26
5 = 20 years L2 35 3 11
Over 20 years 38 50 L3 33

1 Vandenberg

8

2 Vandenberg 17
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surveys both Hawere and Masterton had larger proportions of long term
residents than Foxton, For clarification, these figures should be
considered in the light of fluctuations in growth rate. Since Foxton's
population was almost stationary between 1921 and 1945, the small
percentage of the present adult population that has been in the town
for over 20 years is to some degree to be expected. The recent growth
of the town, particularly in compsarison with the inter-war years, explains
this comparative lack of long term residents in comparison with Hawera
and Masterton, which grew at a rate of 14.3 percent and 18.0 percent
respectively in the period 1921=45.

Another aspect of inertia to be considered is the extent to
which people would censider leaving Foxton, Each subject was asked
"If you shifted from Foxton, what size town would you prefer to shift
to?" and were then asked to give any reason they might heve for shifting.
The results showed that 39 percent would prefer to shift to & town of
similar size to Foxton. Sixty percent could not give a reason why they
might leave Foxton other than economic collapse of the community or an
involuntary departure., (Table VII)

These results indicate a general satisfaction with the town
by the household heads and to a lesser extent by other independents.
Both groups prefer to live in a town of Foxton's size and this is an
indication of the settlement inertia resulting from the attraction of
Foxton as an example of a small town. The responses as to why a shift
might be made are further evidence of satisfaction with the town. The -
most popular destination for a shift other than to a similar sized town,
if one had to be made, was the city. Those giving this response fell
into two groups. There were those, particularly the young, who
answered ‘city' without any qualification, indicating that it was the

apenities of any large settlement that they were attracted by. Among




Teble VII

Percentage giving selected destinations
and reasons for leaving Foxton

Size of town in reletion to Foxton
Countxy Smaller Similexr Bigger City No preference|
Household heads ‘ 2 2 39 12 18 25
Other independents 1 1 i 15 28 15
Reason for shifting
L ' Bored or
Work Family Change Retire |Transfer | Personsl | Clinate None
Household heads 17 8 3 2 3 5 2 60
Other independents 22 1 7 1 1 10 8 50
Factory workers 2l 8 2 1 - 3 2 60
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the middle aged and elderly, those indicating the preference for a shift
to the city were usually explicit, naming cities which they had visited
and been attracted to.

The reasons for a possible shif't revealed the greater
mobility of the younger citizens, especially in the rather more subjective
categories of 'bored' and 'change'. But more significant was the
proportion of even this group which could give no reason why they might
shift, for it is this group that is most vocal about the shortcomings of
a small town. Significant too was the higher proportion of employees
in the flax industry who would shift because of work, as compared with the
population as & whole. Discussion below investigates why people have
taken uwp employment in this industry and reveals that the flax industry
is not a positive attraction as a place of work. (See Chapter 5)

The above discussion has given some indicetion of the extent
to which inertia has sustained the population of Foxton. Three out of
five people reside in the town becesuse it is their home town or that of
a near relation. A similar proportion could give no reason why they
might leave the town although this figure was a little lower among the
younger independents. The desire to get out of Foxton is therefore not
strong, especially as many of those who gave a reason for leaving the
town, did so with no indication that a move was contemplated. This would
suggest that claims that the town lacks the activities necessary to keep
the younger population are not particularly well founded although there
is a definite need for the more csapable youngsters to find employment
outside the town., Sixty percent of the College children in the town
did not expect to find employment there, although a like proportion would
live in the town if suiteble employment could be found near at hand.

Other reasons for taking up residence in Foxton were given,

(Table VIII) which did not have overtones of inertia.




Table VIIL

Percentage giving selected reasons Tor
talking up residence in Foxtbon.

Household heads | Other independents All
Home 36 8L 46
Relatives there, marriage or with spouse 15 5 13
Flex industry employment 6 - L
Other employment 11 7 10
Transfer 3 05 3
Bought business 6 1.5 5
Small town features 8 S 1 8
Housing 6 - 5
Climate = health 8 1 6

g8  These include cheap land, lower cost of living, quietness for retirement; and centrality.

44
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The importance of responses concerned with employment is to

be expected, although only btwentytwo percent came to Foxbton because of
Of significance is the small number

this. (c.f. Hawera 48 percent)
who came to the town primarily because of attraction of employment in
It is of interest, therefore, to note that M
d in the

the flax industry.
percent of all household heads have, however, been employe

esponses to which some sort of unigueness may be

Tlax industry at some time,
attributed asre climate and housing, for these are not synonomous with
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The climate that attrects residents is noted for
This has resulted in seversl

the 'small town'.
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Housing - Age, percentage of
state houses, and

length of residence
of those attracted

Table IX

te the town by housing

Age of housing
&}
05 | 5-9 [10-19 [20-29 | 30-39 [40-49 | "o
Percentage of residences 10 9 27 19 2 8 25
Percentage which are state houses 12 16 34 69 - - -
Length of residence of those attracted by
housing (percentage of all attracted) 24, 9 35 32 - - -
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of a small town. The large proportion of state houses has a noticeable
effect on other features of the town (e.g. the rate of home ownership),

becsuse of the economic group for which they are provided.

Table X

Percentage of residences that are
state houses in selected towns

Kaitaia 12 Weipukurau 20
Kaikohe 12 Pahiatua 16
Paeroa 12 Caxrterton 3
Waihi 3 Picton 2
Te Aroha 11 Hokitike 7
Te Puke 7 Kaiapoi 11
Murapara 56 Lyttelton 2
Opotiki 9 Temuka 9
Inglewood 5 Weimate 7
Eltham 7 Port Chalmers & -
Patea 17 Alexandra 3
Taihape 11 Mataura 4
FOXTON 25 Bluff 2
Otaki 10 '

(Source: State Advances Corporation)

a Figure unobtainable as State Advances Corporation include this
borough in Dunedin Urban area.

The dearth of houses between 30 and 49 years of age is a
reflection of the stagnation of the town bet%eén 1921 and 1945. The
relationship between state house construction and attraction to Foxten
because of housing, is further highlighted when noting %hat 88 percent
of the state housing in the town is between ten and twenty-two years old.

State housing was an important pert of the added attractions of settlement




Fige 4a Poxton - state h{&isingg

areas




Photo. Iands and Survey Dept.

Seale: 1 to 30,000
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in Foxton that developed along with the growth of the flax industry after
World War II. In more recent years, the attraction of the town in terms
of housing has been influenced by comparatively cheaper costs in Foxton
ahd the proximity of the town to Palmerston North and Levin.

To further ascertain the importance of housing as an attraction
for residence in Foxton, & measure of home ownership was obtained. (Table
XI) Of the households visited, 65 percent were owned by the resident.

The rate of home ownership in Foxton is low for a town of its size but the

complicating factor is the high percentage of state houses. (See Table III)

Table XI

Length of home ownership
(Percentege of each category)

Years since buying or building

0-5 5-9 10-19 22 v::d
Bought n 19 3 19
Built 03 26 36 15
ALl 28 21 33 18

The age of housing also gives evidence of the growth between
1947 and 1957, Twenty=-two percent of the state houses have been bought
by their occupiers. Among houses other than state houses, the rate of
ownership was 79 percent, which is a reate more typical of a New Zealand
small town. A group of citizens whose affinities to Foxton may be of
increasing importance to the development of the town are those who commute
out of the town to their workplace. This group has a home ownership rate
of 72 percent, which indicates that they have strong residential ties with

the town.
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An analysis of home ownership with respect to occupation
reveals no concentration of ownership in any one group although
generally the lower income groups have a lower rate. (Table XII)
The major exception is the professional group but 33 percent of this

is in houses which go with their positions.

Table XII

Occupation and home ownership

Occupstion hovsshold neads |  homecowmere
Flax industry 3h 30
Other industry 6 7
Professionsl 9 7
Retail 4 3
Business owner-proprietor 9 9
Contracting and transport 4 5
Clerical and domestic 3 2
Tradesmen 7 8
Agriculture etc. 6 8
Labourers etce. 2 2
Employed outside Foxton 16 19

The above discussion supports the contention that it is
inertia which is the major factor in sustaining the population of Foxton.
This term carries with it connotations of stubbornness and complacency
’but for many, these emotions are not an integral part of their reasons
for residence in Foxton. Nineteen percent of household heads had left
Foxton and returned. Twenty percent of the other independents had done
likewise. A comment that was made by seversl who were interviewed was

that Foxton was an ideal place to raise a young family but when the family
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reached the working age it was not so atiractive due to lack of employment
opportunities,.

Inertia is not then merely a passive force in meintaining the
population of Foxton for it embodies positive aspects as thé town does
provide the facilities and enviromment that many demend from their place
of residence. Satisfaction with what Foxton provides is thus an important
force in the maintensnce of the population. Besides the ususl attractions
sasociasbed with a small town the festures that have drawn citizens sre the
climate and housing. Compared with family ties and home town sentiments
these sttractions are minor, but climete in perticular is a strong
secondaxry force. Among the retired residents 1L percent gave climate as
their resson for coming to the town.

Housing, particulsrly in respect to its cheapness; also
attracts settlement but the gtrong influence sxerted by the building of
state houses in the immediate post war years has diminished. Some of
these state houses were used to abtbtract workers to the flax industry but
the management of that industry has not needed to go outside the locsal
labour force for process workers in the last three years, although most
of the technical staff is advertised for on the national merket,

Todey Foxton has a stable population residing there principally
becauge of the satisfaction they have experienced while living there.
Inertia, complacency, or conbtentment, whatever term is used, the majority
of the population of Foxton like their town,; although the claim that it
is not the long term residents that support the town's asctivities deserves
investigation. (This is carried out in a subsequent chapter.) Despite
the relatively minor importance of work opportunities in attracting
population the provision of places of employment is vital to the continued

growth of the town.
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5. EMPLOYMENT

The dominance of the flax industry is clearly reflected in
the employment structure of Foxton. One-~third of those interviewed
gave the flax industry as their éource of employment. With such a
large proportion of the town dependent on it, the industry is a vital
factor in all aspects of life.

Analysis of the struéture of the town's employment reveals
that, other than the flax industry, there is no other ﬁajor focus of
employment. (Tables XIII and XIV) The only establishments which
employ any great numbers are the two 'shirt factories', and the timber
mille The former of these employs principally female labour and this
is the reeson for the importance of 'other industry' as a place of work
for ‘other independents' whose numbers include many young women.

The flax industry, the lifeblood of Foxton, is all that
remains, apart from its service function, of the earlier functions of
the town. Despite its rather“unsteady beginnings, thé industry, in
its modern form, has become the ‘'raison d'etre' for the town. It
supports most of the town's activities, either as an actual work place,
especially when thgre is little else available, or as the source of a
large part of the consumer force. Of the 900 who were interviewed,

39 percent are or had been empioyeé in the industry. Their reasons
for taking up employment in the industry varied, but four out of ten
stated that they went to work there because it was the only job they
could obtain in Foxton. The enswers given to the questions asking why
employment was tsken in the flax industry, and reasons why those who
have left did so, were analysed. (Table XV)

Only one-quarter of those who are or had worked in the flax




Table XIIT

Occupations of those employed

in Foxton.

(Percentage of total)

V ; .&m"ic ®
Flax | Other |Profess~|, , .. |Manege | Trans. | Cleric - )
Ind, | Ind. sonal [Fe%81l | pron. | Commu. |Domes. | ¥edes | Poultry | Other
Horses
Household heads 54 11 L L L. 9 8 2
Other independents 25 12 5 17 - 9 18 11 -
Table XIV
Ocoupations of those employed outside
Poxton. (Percentage of tobal)
Freezing | Other . Manage | Trans. |Clericall - Agri-
works ° industry Retail Prop. | Commu. |Domestic Trades culture Other.
Household heads 19 g L 5 | 13 & 28 15
Other independents 9 26 7 - - 16 5 23 14

9




Table IV

Reasons for teking up, and leaving
enployment in the flax indusbry.

onl b ?21¥l Leaving Ch P Housing or 7 Good Jjob oy
g o " .
nly Jdo sugmzw ® | school ange & londitions Fill in opportunity No enswer
Percentage
giving each
reagon for
working
there 33 11 9 3 9 2 9 12 7
Hore Betber

Better pay |[Conditions sugggble occupation Job gone Retired No answer
Percentage
giving each
reason fopr
leaving 1h 10 22 L 2 1 7

49
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industry had gone there as the result of a positive attraction.
Two=thirds of those who had left went to what they considered better
occupations or jobs, although these were of o varied nature. In
addition, almost one~third have teken cccupation outside Foxtbon,
principally in the freezing works, trades, and transport and communications.
Of those at present employed in the flax industry, 18 percent reside
outside the borough of PFoxton, 62 percent of whom are from Foxton Beach.

A measure of the flax industry's attraction as a place of
work was obtained by asking parsnts what their attitude was towards their
children taking up employment in the flax indusiry. (Teble XVI) These
are a further indication of the megative attibtudes that are held towards
the industry. As well as those who stated that they would object to
their family working thers, there were many who, although they did not
achbually object, hoped their children would manage to get what they

considered, a better occupation.

Table XVI

Attitudes towards family
working in flax industry

A1 Heads who have
household worked in flax
head industry at
eads soms time
Remained in Foxton bhecause
of chance of family obbtaining
work in flax industry 13 8
Object to family working '
in flax industry 23 19
Do not object 67 70
Object except for shated
departments 10 11
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. . O e i . .
Destingtions of those travelling ocutsides
s
Foxton for employment. (By percentages)
-
s
Palmeraton X - o e
v&;gf Ievin Ohskesa [Himatengi| Shannon | Bulls Othar
ROTGN
4 Jel
%3 22 18 & 8 S 1 3

Ressgous given for taking employment
- L] v g
owbgide Foxton.

Ho job or no
i

4 ol 5 2 e 14 Py N answar
iigher pa, . . ore residing Transferved| No answey
s W suibable Jobl L. n . © -
in Foxton
Percentage 16 48 8 8 20

2 1

community who are using Poxbon as & dormitory town from which they commutbe

to worke. It is this funciion of the town which is suggesited sbove as

L%

being the one most likely to cause future growbth. OF thoszs now employed

in Foxton, 20 psrcent of the household heads and 13 pesrcent of the other

QM

independents had at some time travelled outside Foxbton for work. Among

0

inecreased ettraction of Levin as a place of work is most probsbly a direct

£

Secondary employment and part time work was not very ilamporta

-

to the adult sector of the community. Only 32 adulits had secondary
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and just outside the borough is a supplementary source of income in seversl

families., The merried women working ps
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manufacture {outwork ex*}, as shop assistants; and office and domestic

A more important group of workers other than those already

-

mentioned wes married women employed full ftime. Twenbybwo percent of

wives were employed full time and their oceoupations reinforced the evidence
of the dowinance of manufactuwing in the ococupaticnal struchture of the

town. (Table XIX)

L3

Table AT

.

Occupations of wives employed full time.

-

TAY oy Cleths Clariecsl a
18X OULAS - . . SPRCH. A
, e _l? HUS | Baucation Retail ler & Other
industry industry domestic
20 b 8 18 17 3
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plays an important pert in the town's life, are the pensioners., These
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by frequent shopping outside, end those who do so at least once a foritnight

are most likely to be dissatisfied with Foxton's facilities. (Table XXIT)

Table XXII

Reason for shopping oubside Foxton of
those doing so at least once a fortnight

Palmerston North Levin
Household Household
heads Other heads Other
Cheapness 19 - 54 3
Variety 29 19 18 19
Outing 32 42 2k 19
Working there 20 39 4 59

This table reveals that only half of those shopping in
Palmerston North frequently do so for reasons which are concerned with
actual shopping while 85 percent who shop in Levin do so for reasons which
express some dissatisfaction with Foxton's facilities. The dominant
feature of this table is the large proportion travelling frequently to
Levin because of cheapness., This trend may be seen as a direct reflection
of some dissatisfaction with Foxton's facilities. Opinion is divided as
to whether such trips are in fact a means of saving on living cosits.
Those in favour of these trips quote differences in grocery end particularly
meat prices, as Jjustifying the outlay of the cost of travel. Businessmen
and those satisfied with what is provided put forward the claim that the
amount purchased must be large to cover the cost of travel and that shopping
outside the town for cash purchases and expecting the locsl businessmen to

allow credit, when it is necessary, is morally dishonest,
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In order to ascertain the validity of either claim, &
comprehensive list of groceries and meat was compiled and priced in a
Foxton grocery and butcher's shop, and also at Levin Discount Stores and
the freezing company's butcher's shop, the major stores visited by those
seeking sconomies. Prom these, the savings mede per dgllgf spent were
caleulated and the cost of transport, at Government milegg§’rates, was

reckoned., {Table XXIIT)

Table XXITI

Comparative cost of groceries
and meat in Foxbon and Levin

Cost Saving Saving per

{(dollars) {dollars) doller spent
Poxton grocery 16618
Levin Discount Store & 15.65 0e53 3ol cents
Levin Discount Store B 15.62 Q.56 3.6 cents
Selection of A and B 1564 071 he6 cents
Meat in Foxton 5.07
Meat in Levin 5,07 1,00 2.8 cents
Cost of travelling - 2L
wiles at 8 cents per mile 1.32

dollars

From the survey conducted, the financial gein of & trip out of
Foxton is marginal. Two factors, however, must be remembered about the
above figures - namely that the travel cost may be assessed rather highly
and that membership of the Consumers' Co-cperative {(Manawatu) Itd, would
reduce the cost of groceries in Foxton by at least five percent. The
greatest savings are made on meat purchases and if these are made in
sufficiently large quantities (necessiteting the owhership of a deep freeze

or & gystem of group buying), then the shopping trip to Levin iz on a




sound economic basis.

Some people stated that they combined a trip to visit a
specialist service or an outing, with their shopping. If this is the
case, that the trip is necessary on’some other grounds, then to shop in
Levin will result in a saving. But there are some grounds for the claim
that to shop in Foxton only when credit is needed is morslly dishonest.

If the town does in fact fail to provide the necessary commercial facilities,
it is not going to help future growth if business is continually taken to
other centres,

The occupational groups who went to Palmerston North most often
because of variety, were the professional, managerial aend proprietors, and
trades. Among the other independents, the clericsl group were mgst active
in shopping outside for this reason, and flax industry employees least active.
4 similar pattern was revealed for those shopping in Ievin for better variety.

The reasons for this pattern are complex but a major factor is
the greater mobility and more selective purchasing of the higher income
groups. Since half of those going outside Foxton because of variety find
it necessary to do so no more than three or four times a year, the drain on
the town's commerce is probably not of very great magnitude. Loss of some
trade dvue to inebility to provide a comprehensive range of goods is to be
expected by a commercial sector that serves a relatively small market.

Among the reasons for shopping outside Foxton, that of prdviding
an outing was the most important to the household heads of the town. The
proximity of both Levin and Palmerston North, and the widespread possession
of motor vehicles, makes a visit to town for the family easily organised.
Despite being more distant, Palmerston North was the more favoured place
for an oufing. The total number of psople itravelling to sach town was
approximately the same, but three times as many went to Levin for cheaper

purchases as went to Palmerston North.
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Shopping outgide Foxton was not so common among the elderly,
dus largely to their immobility. On the other hand, half of those who
were shopping outside the town because of cheapness, were houssholds whers
the hesad was under 40 years of age compsred with the 30 pesxcent of the
households they constituted. These households are those with young
families and careful budgeting is more likely to be a major concern for

neme

el

In order to determine whether those shopping outside the town
were less active in the town's 1life than other groups, the extent of their
achivities was asscertained., This showed that there was no neglect of
community duties by any group, although the wives of those shopping outside
because of cheapness, were slightly less achtive than other wives. There
iz no doubt some connection betwsen the general youth of this group and
their lack of comnunity acbivity for, as commented asbove, it is these
youngey wouen who have families to care for, and thus their social 1ife
is somewhat curtailed,

Profesasional servicss are also a vital part of a towm's
amenities. The professional services offered in Foxton are a dentist
{who also serves Shagacﬁ}, one resident legal Pirm and one from Levin
wnich visits weekly, two accountant=gsecretaries, two trading banks and
two doctors. Those interviewed were asked if they went outside for their
dentist, lawyer, accountant or bank, The mobility of occupational groups
mentioned shove in regard to shopping outside the town was reflected in
these repliss. The professional and managerisl=-proprietor groups went
outside for professional services at a higher rate than other groups.

A high proportion of the transport-communication group went outside for
thelir lawyers and banks bubt many of these were contractors whose

businesses take thenm all over the Manawatu. The agricultural group found
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it necessary to go outside Foxton for its accounbtants, ss they need
specislists in this fisld.
Frequency of shopping visits to Palmerston North and Levin
was higher among those going outside for their professional services than
among the populace as a whole; particularly so in the cass of travelling

to Palmesrston North,

of Palmerston North and levin will continue

o

4

The competitio
to hamper the development of the commercial sector of Foxbton. In the
small towns listed above, the average percentage employed in the commercial
industrial division was 17 percent, and the averags percentage of the
labour force employed in sales work was ten percent. TFoxbton's figures
of twelve and seven respectively indicate the resiricted development of

the functions and ibts rankings ere similarly low. (Table XXIV)

Table XTIV

Rate of employment in commerce: TFoxton
compared with other small towns

Com ial Indusgihri
v@sﬁ%?ci.l. _éiS%rlal Sales workers
Diviszion
Percent Percent
Rank/2 5 Rank/2
employed smployed /27
Foxton 12 21 7 19

Foxton appesars to have an underdeveloped commercial sector for
its size; due in part to its proximity to the larger centres of Palmerston
3 ? & <
North and Levin. Shopping outside Foxton is likely to continue sz a
feature of the town's economic activity until such time as its market is
large enough to support sevvices that sre at present provided in the larger

centres. DBesides limiting its commercial sector, the size of the town
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alsc places some restriction on the scope of the recreastional facilities

that sre providesd.
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7o RECREATION

One of the most common complaints levelled against small
towns is that "There is nothing to do". If this complaint is justified
in the case of Foxton, it would be expected, in this mobile age, that
many people would travel out of the town for theiryleisure time pursuits.
There are some recreations whose provision is beyond the capabilities
of a smell town. Nevertheless, only five percent of household heads
interviewed stated that they were dissatisfied with the recreation
available in the town, although seven percent actually belonged to
organisations in other centres. Among ‘other independents®, five
percent were dissatisfied and six percent belonged to outside
organisations. Dissatisfaction is therefore not widespread. Among
half of the household heads, satisfaction was easily provided as they
belonged to no organisations and expressed little desire to do so.
Perhaps the presence of four licenced hotels in the town is all that
many’of these require!

Those who expressed dissatisfaction fell into two groups.
First, there were those who wished to participate in activities that were
of the intellectual nature and second, those who complained of not enough
entertainment. Seventy~-seven percent of the first group were members of
at 1e$st one organisation in the town, while 61 percent were committee
members. Of the second group, only 47 percent belonged to organisations
in Foxton and only 32 percent were comnittee members. Dissatisfaction
would seem to be most common among those who make least effort to take an
active part in the life of their town.

Of the 63 persons who belonged to organisations outside Foxton,
22 were members of nationsl associations which did not have branches in
Foxton. A like number belonged to sports clubs, in particular, rifle

shooting. TFour were travelling outside Foxton because of dissatisfaction
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with local organisations on the grounds of limited scope and competition.
These figures do not present a picture that would justify the claim that
Foxton does not provide adequate recreationsl facilities for its cibtizens,

In order to ascertaln the extent to which different sectors of
the community were sctive in the organisation of the recreations and
services provided for the citizens, each adult was classified on the basis
of his committee activity., Tour categories were chosen; inactive, minor,
sverage and major. (Table XXV) This table also shows the percentage of

each group that wers members of at least one organisation in the town.

Table XXV

coip, B
Committee activity = and
organigation menmbership

Menber of at least

Inachive | Minorlhverage | Major .
¢ © g g ons organisstion

Household heads 16 16 8 10 . 54
Household heads'

wives 73 13 9 5 45
Other independents 83 13 2 2 10
A1 adults 71 15 7 50

a  Minor - member of one commitlee
Average - member of two commitiees or office holder
Hajor =~ office holder in at least two commitises
This table shows that only three out of ten adulbts are aschive
in committee work. Any claims that opportunities sre limited are soon
dispelled when it ia realised that there is a long list of organisstions
which rely on voluntary officers. Within the town there are ten

religious denominations which maintein their own buildings, five sports

clubs with permansnt clubrooms, and geven other voluntsry orgenisatiouns
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and clubs with their own facilities. In addition, there are at least
ten gsporting clubs, eight service organisations, and fifteen associations
of various kinds.

Another complaint about recreations in a small town is that
the same people seem to do all the worke These complaints are cften
expressed by some sectors of the community,,especially«those who are
willing to do their share. This is reflected above (Table XXV) for the
classification used grouped only those who belonged to one committee in
the ‘'minor' category. Thus, those people in the other two active
categories, who were of about the same numerical strength, actually held
two ana a half times as many commitiee positions. That is, approximately
70 percent of committee positions are held by 1k percent of the adult
population.

Although those who had lived in the town for over ten years
provided 71 percent of the active citizens as compared with 65 percent
of the adults, the committee duties were shered proportionately among
the adults on the basis of length of residence. It is only logicel that
new citizens will be in the town for some time before taking a place on
a dommittee.

Activity on the basis of age groups also followed an expected
pattern, Since the young, because pf family raising and inexperience,
and the eldérly, because of decreased agility, would not be expected to
take a very active part, the ho—§6ayears age group is expectedly
dominant., Among the non=household heads, it was the elder ones that
were most active.

Relating committee activity with occupation shows that the
‘professional' and 'managerial-~proprietors' groups are the most active
in relation to their numbers., (Table XXVI) Perhaps the most noticeable

figures are those concerning flax industry employees. This group, who




Table XVI

Comnittee aectivity by occupation
{percentage of tohal
Flax | Other Maneg.l Transg.] Cleric Agric, Out of Mot *
) ) Prof, | Rebail % . T Trades) Poult. | Othex| N a
Ind. Ind. Prop. | Commu. Domasg. ; Foxton| empl,
Horses

A11 heads 24 L 6 3 6 3 2 5 I 1 11 3
Heads on at least
one comnittee 26 2 14 3 ik 2 5 7 S 2 7 19
Wives on at least
one comuitbes 26 & 15 3 12 2 1 6 % 1 15 12
Heads in 'major'
activity 17 3 28 3 19 o 1 1 1 3 L 19
Wives in 'major'
aotivity 23 3 23 6 17 - - 7 o 3 7 1
A1l other
independents 22 9 3 13 - = 7 13 a8 = 22 3
Other independents
on at least one
commitbes 22 - 9 15 = - 12 12 12 o 18 =

& These included retired persons, other pension holders and unemployed persons.,

&%
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tend to be dominantly in the lower economic levels of the community, are

active to such an extent that they can be szaid to do at least their shaprs

Bde
[

of the committee work in the town, and would appear to be not as big s

.

burden on the town's recreational facilities as some are wonbt to suggest.
The lesst active groups are those who are relired and those
working outside Foxton., The first of these groups is, by its very

nature, unlikely to be abls 4o participate in active commitiee work,

while the latter is probably hampered by lack of time, This lack of
identity with the town as far as helping in providing adequate recrestions,

could become a problem if, as suggested sabowse, Foxbon continues to develop
as a dormitory town, Will the situstion arise wheve those working in
Poxton will have to provide increasing recreational facilities for
inereasing numbers of commuters? This seems a'likelihoed if the town's
dormitory function grows.

The ‘'professional' and 'managerial-proprietors' are even more

activity than in commitbes activity

dominant in the category of 'major
as 8 whole., In thiszs group, their twelve percent of the population
provides almost half of the number. This supports the contention that
the same few are ensbling many of the recreations to operate effectively.
This predominance is to be sxpected to some exbent, for these two groups
contain s highsr proportican of the more able in both initiative and
education.

Poxton provides for its citizens the great majority of thelr
recreational neseds and most are fully satisfied with what is available.
The provision of the recrestions is not evenly shared among the groups
which make up the community, although the lack of activity among the
elderly is %o be expected. Despite this lack of activity, the dominant

recreational facility in the town is the Sunsghine Club which is run

sntively by the town's oldest citizens for their own enjoymsnte The
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club, which has a membership in bthe vieinity of 140 and an average weskly

e

sttendasnce of 80, provides for its menbers an afterncon of social contact
and recreation once a week.

There are, of course, facilities such as night life, whic
are not provided in Foxton, but most residents accept this as part an
parcel of living in a small town. Satisfaction is not universal but
it is dominant. The town does no doubt lose citizens because of boredonm,

but their protestations do not reflect the true sentiment of the majority

of the town's residents.,




8, . EDUCATION
The provision of adequate educational facilities is vital

£ a town is not to lose famllies as their menbers grow older. Today

frde

the educstional facilities of Foxton consist of a Play Centrs, a Child
Care Centre, two State and one Church Primary school, and a College.

he first two have been in existence for at least fourteen yesrs, and

i3

at present provide pre-aschool education for 68 children. Primary school

acilities have existed aluwost sinee the founding of the btown and the

&

loeal Roman Catholic parish built its first ed dueationsl facilities in

e

911, In 1967 a second State Primary School was opened and at present
there are approximately 715 children attending the three Primary schools.

Until 1961, Secondary education in the town was provided by
the Secondary Depariment of the Foxtbton District High School. Prior to
its establishment in 1926, any children who wished to have a secondary
education had to travel to Palmerston North by train or attend o
bosrding school, The usw secondary deparvitment provided a rather limited
range of subjects up to the Fifth Form level, and occasionally up to the
Sixth Porm. In 1960, the last year of its existence, this department
had a roll of 187 but with the esteblishment of ths Manswabu College and
the addition of first, pupils from Oroua Downs, and then Shamnon, the
roll had grown to 334 in 1964 and to 463 in 1968,

Prior to the establishment of Manawatu College, the educational
facilities were generally regarded as barely satisfectory for the
gttainment of School Certificate. Parents often sent their children by
bus to Palmerston North sc that they might study sublects that were not
available at the District High School,; e.z. languages or sngineering.

Other parents sent their children to boarding schools, particularly in

Wanganul., Some of these children spent the early part of their
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secondary education at the local Sscondary department while others went
direct to boarding schools from Form II. VWhen the Colleze was
established, some of those attending outside Colleges returned to make
uge of the new facilities. Today there sre six children ffém Pive
households attending school outside the town, but all of these went
direct from primary school to bosrding esteblishments,

Those interviewed were asked if they considsred the
educational facilities available in Foxbton were adequate, both now and
in the past. FNinetyfour percsnt of those concsrned were satisfied
with the present ones whereas only 77 percent felt that those offered
before the esteblishment of the College were adequate. Dissatisfaction
with the present facilities was most prevalent among those who held
managerial positions or were business proprietors. They provided 22
percent of those dissatisfied, although they made up only six percent
of those interviewsd.

Use, rather than provision; is the measure thal should be
uged in considering the adequacy of the town's educational facilities.
Of the 348 families that could have made use of the pre-school
facilities, only 167, or L7 percent, had done so. Analysis of this
group showed that they represented a cross section of the community
although the professional femilies made more use of these facilities
than others. Length of residence was likewise not significant among
those ﬁé@ made use of these facilities. Parents who have sent some,
or all, of their children to Play Centre or the Child Care Centre, have
been more sctive in comnunity affsirs than those who have not. (Table
XVIT)

These figures make 1t clesr that those people who are
concerned with the provision of pre=school education for their children

also have the well being of the community more at heart than those who
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do nots This negates the often levelled charge that those who send their
children to pre~-school establishments do so "merely to get rid of their

kids so that they can teke a Job and are interested in nothing slse".

Table XXVIT

Committee activity of those utilising
pre-gchool facilities

Percentage on at least one commitiee

Hugband Wifs
Play Centre parents &1 58
Day Care Centre parents 50 38
Hon pre=school users 29 21

Primary school education is,; of course, ccmpulsory and
dissetisfection with this is only on the most subjechive levels. Some
parents have, however, felt that the environment of the Intermediate
school mey be to their child's benefit and so some have ocessionally
sent children to that type of school in Palmerston Northe

The dissatisfection with educational fecilities which was
expressed was based on two major complaints. One was the highly subjective
claim that the standard of educaticn provided was inferior and the other
that the range of subjects provided wes not comprehensive enough although
most admitted this was a result of the size of the town. Despite these
chjections, there can be little doubt that the establishment of a College
in the town has improved not only whait education is available, but also

the extent to whiech it is being ugseds This can be best

,
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comparing the levels which Foxton children have achisved




education before and after the College's establishment.
Prom the beginning of its existence, the Distriet High School
did, et intermittent times, provide tultion to the Sixth Form. Howewver,

between 1948 and 1960, there were only four years when this occurred.

Tn these four classes, there were enrolled a total of seven pupils fron
F pup

he district then served by the District High Schools (This included

ok

Poxton Beach, Moutoa and Mobulti ie) Only three of these Sixth Formers
went on to higher education, one to Pelmerston North Boys! High Scheol's
Upper Sixth, one to Teachers® Ccllege, and one to University.

When Manawatu College was established in

ol

961, the sixth form
nurbered seven and in the folleowing yesr eights Of these fifteen,
thirteen were from the Foxton aree and seven of them went on ¢ Teachers'
College and one to University. Since then; the sixth form has grown
until in 1967, it nubered 29 {including seven in the upper sixth), and
in 1968, 42 (including eight in the upper sixth). Tn 1967, of the 15

'!

from the Foxton district, one left for Teachers' College and five for

The growth in the size of the school has not been because
of Poxhon's growth alone, In 1987, a few children begen to attend from
Oroua Downs and from 1963, an inereasing number were brought by bus from
Shannon, (Table XVIII)} The peroentage of children attending the
College who come from Foxton has steyed between 50 and 60 percent since
the full number of children from Shannon have atlended The proportion
of Foxbton children in the sixth form has shown & decline during the sane
pericd. In the case of School Certificate; the proportion of Foxton
children has begun to sebttle at a figure near or sbove their proportion
of the school roll, Since 1957, there has been a 230 percent increase

in the number of Foxton children presenting themselves foir School

ek




Increase in College and Sixth Form

Table XXVIIIX

rolls and those sitting School

Certificate

1960 1961 1963 1965 1967 1968
Total roll 163 187 303 402 318 463
Percentage from Foxton 100 0 65 - 53 58
Sixth Form Roll - 7 23 30 29 L2
Percentage of Sixth Form from Foxton - 57 65 60 52 L8
Number sitting School Certificate 13 2h 11 67 92 98
Percentage of School Certificate
candidates from Foxton 100 88 78 54, 59 59

99
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Certificate but the number of piapils at the school who are from Foxhon
has increased by only 6L percent,

These figures do nob account for the c¢hildren who were
attending school outside Foxton during the time of the Districet High
School. Between 1955 and 1960, twentytwo pupils left the Secondary
Department to atlend school outside Foxton, TFourteen went to schools
in Palmerston North while most of the others {five), went to Wanganui
schools. In addition, several children went directly to Secondary
Schools outgide *the town when they left Primary Schoole Therefore,
the difference between the roll incresse and the increase in School
Certificate candidates is not quite as wide as the above figures suggest,
but it is still significent,

The role of the College in retaining these children in the
town has not only soeial advantages bub also economic ones.,  Attendance
at a school outside the town will, of necessity, result in money being
spent in the centre where the ascheol is situated. In addition; the
attendance of Shannon and Oroua Downs children at the College will have
a similar effect but in this case it is to the benefit of Foxton.

The sducetion that is provided at the College is, in pari,
designed to prepare children for their future occupations. The mejor
point to consider here is the exbtent to which the children leaving
school are able to find employment in the town. Since the major source
of employment, the flax industry, does not generally require highly
educated youngsters,; it would seem probable that this would decline as
an attraction es & place of employment for school leavers, as they obtain
higher standards of education. Txcept in 1967 when numbers were affected
by the economic situation which made Job opportunities scarce in meny

fields, this trend appears to have been established. (Table XXIX)
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Table XXIX

Destinations of school leavers
{percentage of all leavers)

1960 141961 11962 11963 (196 |1965 |1966 {1967

A%

Flax industry 125 20 16 %0 14 17 10 24
Teachers' College or

University - L 11 i2 11 - 22 10
Outside Foxton 28 | 22 |16 (16 |40 27 | 32 | 22

Apart from 1965, when & large number of Foxton children
returned to the sixth form, and 1967; when Jobs were not so easy to
obtain; there was a trend towerds obtaining occupations outside Foxbon.
Sixty percent of the children attending College in'?Qé? Telt that they
would probebly be uneble to obtain the employment they wanted in Foxion,
Since only four of the 154 interviewed stated the flax industry sa their
probable place of employment, it is likely that the number thet do
actually go outside the town will be somewhat lower than 60 percent.

The figures above suggest that something like 20 percent will find thsir
school lesving Jobs in the flax induetry and only s slightly higher
proportion will leave the town. {Table XXIX)

These figures show that as Par as the young are concerned,
the flax industry is not a positive atiraction of Foxbton sz a place of
employment. A& Job in the flax indusbtry would appear to be, in meny
cases, & matter of necessity rather than of choice. In the last twelve
months, the employment opportunities in the flax industry have been
somewhat ourtailed and this may result in a change of attitude among
theose with inferior qualifications who are seeking employment.

Bducation is a definite atitraction to settlement even if it

only retains those who might otherwise leave the town if the present
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facilities 4id not existe With established pre-schocl services, {and
moves afoot to sxtend %hese), and & cellege that is rapidly developing,
the bown possesses sll the sducaticonal fecilities that sz young family
reguires. Not only is the College active in retaining the families
who would otherwise seek education for their children outside the town,
but it is alsc helping in establishing Foxbton as the shopping centre for
e larger proportion of the nearby rural population. It may, however,
in producing children with higher educational qualifications, cause many

to seek positions in their chosen vocations outside the town.




9. DOBES THE TOWN SUCCEED?

It would appear that Foxton is regarded by most of its citizens

as a 'good'! place to live., The principal factors giving rise to this

%

¢ It is their home or they have cloge personal tie

o

satisfaction are!

"l

with some residents. Ze The town satisfies their socisl and recreational
needs, at least as far as one could expect in a 'small town'. 2 It is
lecated within easy resch of large shopping centres. Le Bducastional

Pacilities are adequate up to the Sixth Forme 5. The climate is a mild

and pleasant one.
The flax industry dominates the town's employment structure
but a significant number of people travel outside the town To their place

sl

of work, This travelling is a reflection of the adventages the town

e

derives frow its locstion nesr to Palmerston North and lLevin.  Another
advantage of this location, as far as the average resident is concerned,
is that a wider variebty of shopping opportunities are easily utilisad.

Although this conflicts with the development of a comprehensive commercial

sector in Foxton itself, it should be noted that the majority of those

£y

going outside the town for shopping, do so infrequently, and generally

only after Jdoing the majority of their purchasing in the town.

Recreational facilities are comprehensive although there is a

41

tendency for those holding the more responsible occupaticonal positions to

W
&

be carrying much of the burden of commitiee work. The fact that those
employed in the flax industyy are active in proportion to their numbsers
indicates that this often criticised sector of the community is not g
completely negative one in community life. The popular Sunshine Club
does much to improve the standing of Foxton as & place of retirenent,

The most significant attitude to come from this study is the

gttitude of the residenits of Foxton to the flax industiyv. A sizesble
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portion of the town doss not view it as & suifsble place for employment
for their children and the majority of people who have worked there were
not attracted to i%t, but to the unskilled it was & place to work if they
lived in Poxton. Very few sscondary school pupils wanted to take Jobs
there but it is probable that at lesst twenty percent will.

like wmost small btowns, Foxton is finding difficulty in
retaining its more capable youngsters, although those remeining in the
town are generally satisfied with what 1% provides. The type of
occupations available is an important factor in explaining this situation
Por those available tend to attreet people of lower educational attsinment.

The town's retention of population would appear to be, to a
large extent, due to inertia. Whether this inertia is s reflection of
the lack of smbition among those attrscted bto factory employment or ths
result of satisfection among all sectors of the community,; is answered
in pert by the answers given to the question, "For what reason would

you shift from Poxton?"  Fiftyseven percent of the flax industry workers

kg

could not give any resgson, while 51 percent of other workers were similarly
building and retaining the population of Foxton.
Foxton is a manufacturing town based on an industry that has

-

ble to obiain all its

situated, has an sttractive climete, and has had in the recent past a
plentiful supply of housing, particularly that built by the State, Apart

03

from the flax industry, the major single focus of employment is clothing

Despite the changes that have ceccurred in the products of the

Woolpack and Textiles factory, Foxton end flax are still synonomous.




Foxton has grown, in recent years, at a raite which, although it is below

that of New Zealsand as a whole, is near the median of the small towns

included in the survey made sbove. Ths role as & market and communication
centre are gone, but todsy its fubure is intimately linked with its
location; as it was at its very begiunings.

A role as & Jdormitory town for its larger neighbours and
the hone of increasing numbers of retired people would appesr to be the

most probable basis of Foxbton's fubture growth.  There would, however,

ercent per annun
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tle 1ikelihood of faster growbth than ths
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seem 1i

experienced in
Although not typical of New Zesland ‘'smell towns' in its

employment structure and functlions, present day Foxton shows few signs

of restricted development resulting direcily from its dependence on a

gingle industry for the last thirty vears. The low levels of incoms

and the restricbted range of employmeunt opportunities are two minor
problems that would be overcome to some exient by expansion in the
industrial sector. For the majority of its residents, Foxton does
succeed as 8 place of residence and any development thal would cause
a rapid growth in the size of the town would certainly cause many to
reconsider the town as a place to live in, although inertias would,

in many cases, overwelgh other factors in the final decision.
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Appendix A

gtionnaire presentad 4o all Household Heads
(or representative)

What is your age?

1

What race

How wany
Pamily?

How many

Are they

What are

Can you give a reason for their

Do you re

When did you buy
Is this a state,

Is this state/ Maord Affalirs housse be&gkﬁ/&e%@%é

What is your sex and marital status?

do you belong to and what is the place and country of

Y,

of your family, including your wife, live here?

dependents in this household are not members of your
What is their relationship?

of your children at home are independent?
their occupations?

independents in the household sre not msmbers of your
tf 8 1ot B 3 4

5

o>

L

et

B

B

o b

their occupations?

any dependent family members living away from home?
they living?

your independent sons, if any, living?

married?

their occupations?

.

nt this
have 1t buils?
Maori Affairs, or factory house?

from the

Government/privately?

Have you

Have you

svar lived in az Sitats house as 2

a washing machine, refrigerator,

household head in Poxbton?
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23, Why did you come to live in Foxton?

24, Have you lived in Foxton, left, then returned? How long were
you away?

25. How long have you lived in Foxton (since returning)?

26. Why did you leave Foxton?

27. Why did you return?

28. Are you employed full time? If not, what employment have you?
29. Have you any secondary employment? (What?)

30. Are you employed in Foxton? If not, where?

3. How do you travel to work?

32, VWhy are you working outside Foxton?

33. How long have you worked outside Foxton?

34. Would you work in Foxton if a suitable job were available?

35. Have you ever worked in Foxton? At what?

36. If employed in Foxton, what is your job?

37. Do you, or have you ever worked in the flax industry? What
section? Why did you start work there and why did you leave?

38, If a returnar, did you work in the flax industry during your
earlier residence? |

39. Did you return to a job in the flax industry? Why, then?

40, TWhat work did you do while away?

4., Have you ever travelled from Foxton daily for work? If so,
where tof TWhat job and for how long?

42, If you were to go to another job in Foxton, what would be your
main reason for changing?

43, TWould you shift only to a similer job 4o your present one?

4o What sort of town would you prefer to shift to if going from Foxton?

L5, For what reasons would you shift from Foxton?
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L6,  Does your wife work full or part time? For how long has she?
47. What is her occoupation?
48, Has your wife ever worked in Foxton since merriage? At what?

49. Would your wife like a pert time Jjob {or full time)}? Would she

take one in the flax industery? What section?

50. Does the chance for your wife to get a job in the flax industry
keep you in Foxton?

mm e wm  wm mw W e e e e o

51. Doss the chance of your family getbting s Job in the flax industry
keep you in Foxton?

52, Would you object to your son or dsughter taking a Job in the flax
industry? Any perticular section?

53. What type of Job do your secondary children seek?
5ke  Would they expeot to find this in Foxbon?

55« Viould your children stay at home or bosrd if their employment on
leaving school was not in Foxton but nearby?

56. Do you do all your shopping in Poxton? How offen do you shop
in Palmerston Noxth? In Levin?

57. Do you shop in Palmerston Worth and/or Tevin, for cheaper prices,
better varisty or an oubting?

58 Do you regulerly go outside Foxton for banking, dentist; lawyer,
or accountant?

59, Wy do you go outside?

o me wm omm = Se  mr ee  ow em oD

3

I vou left school in Foxbton, did vou do so as early ss possible
¥ o i ]
and did you leave to work in the flax industry?

61,  If you attended school in Foxton, did you leave the town for any
level of education? What type?

62. Does Foxton provide adequate educational facilities for your family
up to the sixth form? Has it always done so?

63, Have any of your children left Foxton for any level of education?
6he  What level did they leave for and how long did they attend?
65. Did or do any of your children attend play centre or kindergarten?

v Wy ow em  Gn G M e @s @B K® W
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68

70.

66

Does Foxbon provide all your recrestional needs? What is not
provided?

Do you go outsids Foxtbon for any recreations? Where to and what?
Why do you go outside Foxton?

What cultural, sporting, etc. orgsnisstions do you belong to in
Foxton?

Are you, or have you snd your wife, held any office in a local
organisetion or been on any committee(s)?

RETIRED PERSONS
What iz your marital sbtatus?

What type of accommodation have you and are you satisfied with it?
If not, what would you prefer?

When you retired, were you = Resident in Foxton? ILiving elsewhsre
after having lived in Foxton previously? IHad never lived in Foxton?

What was your occupstion at retirement?
Had you ever worked in the flax industry? What section?

Why 4id you retire to Foxton?
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