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Teccuse of the grest interest in end response to the Yotto “urvey
T heve been gble to compile comprehcnsive listings of the mottos in

current use by Ilew 7ealend secondery ond Intermefiate schools,

“ron foundetion detes s 'pplied it hes been possible to trzce some-
thing of the chenging themes of the mottos from colonial deys until the

Prescrt,

The verious motto preferences of ITorth and South Island sc cols
have becn indicated es =mell s those of the fouwr secondary sclhool
I'istricts ond the ten Intermediste sciool Tducetion Roard frce:c.

817 of ell ew Zealond secondery ond Intermediste schools crrrerti-
erploy o motto. Frineipals of private secondsry schools congur in olTir:
ing the usefulness 2nd relevence of their school mottos, but enly 71°
of Stete school Frincipals do likewise.

/. greet many of the mottos in current use derive directly fro-
British family mottos in Latin, or from the mottos of religious "rders.
Other lerge numbers of mottos have classical or Biblicel origin. Ilearly

all heve been selected by senior male school administrators.

‘ottos which, before 1900, were a2lmost entirely in Latin, are
54311 507 of 211 secondery end Intermeciste school mottos in current
use, clthough Letin is t-dey teught in only & smell percenrntrge of our
schools. The introduction of mottos in *nglish end in Yeori hes been
troce?, =s also the trernd, beginning in the 1950s, owey from school

rnottos.

Some 3€C different mottos svecify over fifty variant ebsirect
behevioural goels for this country's young people. Secondery school
mottos tend to be addressed to students in more impersonal and onisori-

tarien manner than do the mottos of Intermediste schools.



i'ost mottos, whether expressed in Latin, French, fnglish or I'cori,
ere derived from the value system of "ew “erlcnd's Turopean cultirel
heritage. Trivate school mottos meke nublic ocknowledgement of its

Christisn charecter.

There is 2 moral earnestness sbout most of the mottos, suggesting
that there is little enjoyment in lesrning. /!ny values which might,
traditionslly, be thought of as "feminine" 2re restricted to the mottos

of nrivete girls' secondzry schools.

Tt is the mottos in 'zori which ere unicuely Mew "eelecnd's, but
there rro Aifficulties in releting Furopesn and Ysori velue-systems
to erch otrzr. It is urged thet further study of these meiters be

wfcrteizen hy scholsrs of the Paori larngusge.,

This lotto Study began for me with the root guestions in nmy mind:

"If e school motto decleres what 2 school is trying to "do' or iz Lr ixn]

o+

o heve its students "be', might chenges in the educetionel i
trodits

ns and policies of a secondery school be assisted bir ¢ o in

0
a school motto ? Is 2 school motto itself sometimes a dcecisive frches

~
+

inhibiting progress or chenge of educstional attitude 7

Lt the conclusion of ny resecrches I acknowledge trat school tredis-
ion ecnsures that mottos, once esteblisted, are either retaincé or nsveor

adopted. School mottos change, if a2t 211, only when & school is re-Tor:red

or sccures fresh status, PFrincipels of lerge, modern, co-ecducational,
multi-cultursl secondary schools who find it difficult to select 2 mottio
geared to the needs of el1l their s*tudents tend to ellow an " unworksble"

notto to lepse, rether than to alter it.

Tt woulé nleesse me consideretly if the findirgs of this !'otto
Surver should prove & useful contribution to the search within Tew Zealend

for fresh ond invigoreting educetionel aims and velues suited to the

new necfs of the second century of our nation's schooling systems.

Lincoln A. Gribble




The information and detes on vhich this study ere besed were

obtained by questionnaire from the Irincipzls of ew 7ealcnd Ttric

and privete secondery schools during July-'ugust, 1976, end fro=

the Irincipels of 7ew 7eelend Tntermediate schools during ‘oril-"cy,

1977.

Informotion ebout secondary schools has been arranged end

presente? rccording to Inspectoriel District, while informetion

ebout Tnt:irmediate schools hzes been arranged and presented sccording
o

to Zducrtion Board frea.

+ o+ 4+ 4+
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