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ABSTRACT 

Many boys in New Zealand are having difficulty at school and are not reaching or 

achieving to their potential. Over the last 30 years there has been an increasing gender 

gap in education with girls outperforming boys in most curriculum areas. More boys are 

likely to be disciplined, expelled from school, placed in special education programmes 

and leave school without qualifications, than girls of the same age and ability. 

The aim of this research was to develop a clearer understanding of boys' learning needs 

and in the process to develop some strategies for improved pedagogy. To achieve this 

aim and ensure that boys' voices were heard and accurately recorded, boys were trained 

to be student researchers and consultants within the study. Schools tend to practice a 

strategy of silence by denying students voice. However students can be valuable 

collaborators in research and school improvement when given the opportunity. 

This thesis recorded the voices of boys from Year level 9, 1 1  and 1 3  of three culturally 

and geographically dissimilar secondary schools. A diverse and broadly representative 

sample of boys was crucial for the study to establish a boys' perspective on school 

issues. The methods used to collect boys' experiences and perceptions were individual 

semi-structured interview, boys' only focus groups and a student motivation 

measurement. Over 400 boys were involved. 

This research established that boys could be taught the skills and abilities to make a 

valuable contribution as researchers and consultants to the research process. The boys 

were astutely aware of the issues of education within their school and were able to 

process information in a responsible and honest manner. There was a uniformity of 

viewpoint between boys from the three schools and Year levels on ways they perceived 

factors enhance and hinder their learning. In particular, boys love activity and challenge 

and require it to engage their body and their mind. A key component to teaching boys is 

the teacherlboy relationship that establishes a mutual respect, individual care and 

consistency of expectations. A disturbing revelation is that a number of boys believe 

that teachers and schools do not expect them to achieve as well as girls. This attitude 

must be addressed by all concerned with boys' education and well being. 
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