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Figure 4.1 
Using the idiodynamic application to self-rate WTCC 

 

Mackey and Gass (2016) suggest that an audio or video of the event, written material, 

records of field notes, transcription of a conversation, or even computer-captured data 

can be stimuli in StRIs. Dörnyei (2007) recommends using video recordings as a 

stimulus for recalling thoughts since a video recording is superior to listening to an 

audio recording or looking at the materials. It is believed that video recording provides 

rich contextual information about the event and may help learners vividly remember 

the mental processes they were going through at that moment (Dörnyei, 2007). Video 

recordings would be ideal and desirable to provide stimuli to capture the natural 

interaction in the SCOLT sessions. 

Figure 4.2 
Jack idiodynamic graph in the first part of SCOLT-WTCC 2 

 















 

89 

 

Figure 4.5 
The overall research design of the research study 
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Figure 5.6 
Case Ella idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 2 

Reviewing the words
Learning new words through a question 
�� what do you need to prepare when 
travelling��  

Discussing Ella's past trip experience in the order of PowerPoint slides: UK, France, Germany, Spain, Australia, and USA
End of 
session

UK France Germany

3'24''

Spain Australia
U
S
A

Both sides  wait 
for Ella to 
download 
PowerPoint 

Tutor directs 
Ella's attention 

to Slide 2

Tutor directs 
Ella's attention 

to Slide 5

Tutor directs 
Ella's attention 

to Slide 7

Tutor asks Ella to 
look at the Eiffel 

Tower on the 
PowerPoint

2'43''

Tutor directs 
Ella's attention 

to Slide 9

Tutor directs 
Ella's attention 

to Slide 10

Ella: 
lack of technical 
vocabulary, such as 
�³downloading�´����

Ella: was apprehensive 
about repeating words 
unfamiliar to her but 
aware of the importance 
of doing so

Ella: could formulate the 
answer; felt confident 
about specific 
grammatical structures; 
was comfortable 
discussing her experience. 

Ella: Unable to recall the word 
�� museum�� ; unsure of the 
pronunciation of the word 
�� museum�� ; after resolving issues 
with vocabulary and pronunciation, 
her willingness to share her past 
experiences increased

Ella:Her ill health led to a 
curtailed stay in Germany. She 
felt that her short stay limited 
what she could say about her 
experience in the country. 

Ella: was confused by the tutor 
repeating questions that she felt she 
had already answered; the tutor 
confirmed her understanding of the 
word �� bullfighting�� , demonstrated 
by hand gestures; her use of hand 
gestures made her more relaxed and 
willing to communicate.
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Figure 5.12 
Case Ella idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 6 

0 �î�–�[ �ï�–�[

Greetings Reviewing vocabulary from previous sessionVocabulary 
quiz

Discussing � ŵhat if Jack (the leading actor in Titanic) climbed  up 
onto the plank �_��

Talking about the movie Revolutionary Road

Ella tries to look up 
imagine but does 

not find it

She looks up 
submit on her 

phone 

She looks up 
struggle on her 

phone 

She looks up 
option on her 

phone 

She looks up words 
to describe 

exhausted on her 
phone 

Ella: struggled 
with and 
uncomfortable 
with the 
fourth tone

Ella:  familiarity 
with her job 
content;
Struggled to 
find the word 
� ŝubmit�_�V
Fear of making 
mistakes

Ella: got tones right 
of  word �� film 
subtitles�� ;
This boosted her 
confidence with 
other words

Ella: self-adjusted after 
misunderstanding 
caused by her 
mispronunciation;
Evaluated her own skills 
as usual;
Increased competence 
to produce complex 
phases

Ella: showed 
competent to 
produce complex 
structures;
Felt more confident

Ella: made an 
error in speaking 
but did not realise 
it;
was Confused 
after tutor�[s 
correction

Ella: had a vague 
memory of the 
movie in detail;
was unconfident 
about her answer

Ella: felt 
surprised she 
and her tutor 
had seen the 
same movie

Ella: couldn�[t clearly 
remember the movie;  
was afraid of making 
mistakes;
Increase: Tutor 
confirmed Ella�[s answer

Ella: had a sudden 
failure retrieving 
the word;
Received tutor �[s 
help 

Ella
Increase: was unsure of 
the question; More 
confident after 
repeating it and getting 
tutor �[s confirmation 
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Figure 5.17 
Case Ella idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 10 

Greetings Reviewing words from 
previous session

Vocabulary 
quiz

Learning names of famous locations in 
Auckland 

Planning a 3-day 
trip in Auckland 
for a friend

Learning names of 
Wellington and 
Christchurch

Planning a two-week trip in New Zealand for a friend
End of 
session

Ella looks up 
Portuguese on 
her phone 

Ella pauses to 
write love 
actually in 
Chinese

Ella looks 
up Leo on 
her phone 

tutor looks up 
Aquarius on 
her phone 

 

Ella pauses 
to write 
notes Queen 
Street

Ella pauses to 
write notes 
Mount Eden

Ella pauses to 
writes notes 
museum and 
gallery

Ella pauses to 
write notes 
sunrise

Ella pauses 
to write 
Kiwi bird

Ella looks up 
night time on 
her phone 

Ella looks up 
room on her 
phone 

Ella pauses 
to write 
notes

Ella looks 
up 
something

Ella: confused when 
tutor asked questions 
several times to check 
if Zoom was working.

Ella: struggled to give 
the answer because of 
difficulty in retrieving 
vocabulary then used 
dictionary 

Internet 
Lag

Ella: felt confident 
and sure of 
answers, had a 
feeling of 
achievement.

Ella: Confused 
by fleeting 
glimpse of 
Mount Eden

Ella: 
familiarity, 
recognize 
mountain 
Eden

Ella: familiarity, 
recognize 
mountain Eden

Ella: 
confidence, 
self-perceived 
competence, 
feel being 
honest

Ella: self-
perceived 
competence; 
preparation; have 
ideas to share; the 
structure of lesson

 





















































 

177 

 

Figure 6.6 
Case Tony idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 2 
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Figure 6.9 
Case Tony idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 6 
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Figure 6.15 
Case Tony idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 10 
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Figure 7.2 
Case Vicky idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 2 

Greeti
ngs Discussing shopping and payment methods Talking about the standards of shopping Assigning homework 

and ending

 

Vicky: 
Had different 
perceptions of the 
Tutor�[s questions and 
picture 

Vicky: did not know the 
word �_���Í  (Alipay);
has not used Alipay 
before

 

 

Vicky: understood the 
questions 

 

Vicky: recognized some of the 
words they were learning;
Showed competence to put 
the words into her own 
sentences  

 

Vicky: Explained she had vast  language learning 
experience;
Showed grit in overcoming difficulties;
Revealed that this type of communication obstacle is 
that she is used to overcoming;
Overcoming communication obstacles by using 
synonym for or paraphrasing the unknown word  

Vicky: AVT software issues  
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Figure 7.3 
Case Vicky idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 6 

0'6 0'8

Vicky�[s summary report 
after interview with the 

tutor
Discussing four different movie types: animation, comedy , romance, Sci-Fi. Learning a grammatical structure: 
¼�� �£ (be related to) Assigning 

homework

 

Vicky: Expressed 
interests in animation 
film; expressed 
enjoyment in seeing 
Disney animation film

Vicky:Felt good 
contributing to the 
conversation;
She could share about 
her personal connection 
with director�[s wife    

 
 

Vicky: demonstrated 
that she felt more 
familiar with the tutor 
through making a joke 
about her dislike of the 
movie Harry Potter  

Vicky: AVT software issues  

 

Vicky:  desired to share one 
Chinese TV series called Story 
of Yanxi Palace Vicky had 
watched. 

 

Vicky: Thought highly of 
homework task; Continuity 
from this lesson to the next 
one
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Figure 7.4 
Case Vicky idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 10 

Greetings 

Vicky expressing views 
on which lifestyle 

habits are (un)healthy

Vicky providing advice on Yating�[s daily 
schedule

Vicky reporting on her 
daily schedule

Watching a video and answering 
questions

Discussing the differences 
in lifestyle between New 

Zealand and China

Asking tutor for an assessment of her 
language level

Vicky: enjoys making 
people laugh; therefore, 
when made a joke 
about drinking hot 
water, was happy when 
the tutor laughed. 

Vicky: excited by the 
unexpected task.

Vicky: thankful for 
the tutor's teaching; 
acknowledged the 
tutor's evaluation of 
her Chinese language 
proficiency.
 

Vicky: had done a 
similar task in her 
previous Chinese 
learning classes.

Vicky: no need to 
rate while watching 
the video
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Figure 8.2 
Case Dan idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 2 

Talking about  photos taken by  the tutor Discussing the educational differences between China and New Zealand Talking about the picture selected by Dan 

 

Dan: showed interest in 
the picture about 
� v̂oluntary teaching�_�U��
tried to figure out the 
phrase � v̂oluntary 
teaching�_   

 

Dan: unsure if the tutor 
was asking a question 
or making a statement; 
therefore, was hesitant 
to give response to the 
tutor �[s talk.    
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Figure 8.4 
Case Dan idiodynamic ratings in SCOLT-WTCC 4 

Discussing different types of Chinese menu Tutor introducing  the naming of Chinese cuisine Dan sharing  western menu with the tutor
 






















































































































































































































































