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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study is to examine the detenninants of internal migration in 

Thailand in general and the Northeast region in particular. At macro level, the 

detenninants of migration are examined through regression analysis using the 1 990 

census data. It is found that the most significant variable detennining all various 

migration streams, which are of interest of this study, is migrant stock. This indicates 

that relatives and friends in the destination areas have a strong influence on migrants' 

decisions to migrate. 

The focus of this study is migration from Northeast Thailand to Bangkok. The 

magnitude of these movements have long been recognised by planners and policy 

makers and attempts to stem and divert these flows. Such attempts have been made 

looking at migration in a negative way. However, it is evident that little is known of the 

actual consequences of rural-urban migration. Planners and policy makers, in designing 

the more effective policies to modify migration flows, need to have an understanding of 

the impact of rural-urban migration both on areas of origin and destination. 

In examining the determinants of migration this study conducted an analysis of the 

migration process and the impacts of migration on individuals, households and origin 

communities. It was necessary to conduct research on both origin and destination areas 

to explore and establish l inkages between the broader structural forces and the forces 

which operate at the individual level influencing decisions to move or stay. Two groups 

of villages in Roi Et, varying in degree of mobility, were selected for the rural surveys. 

The urban surveys were conducted in Bangkok. 

The main findings of these surveys revealed that differences between villages in the 

incidence of migration are seen to be l inked primarily to access to cash cropping and 

income earning opportunities in the villages. The networks of contacts that build up over 

time between individuals, households and communities in the rural areas and migrants 

in Bangkok are the most important factor in the decision to migrate. Evidence from the 

surveys indicate that migration yields substantial benefits to individual migrants and 

their households and, at the same time, have a positive impact on the origin 



III 

communities. The villagers in the study villages perceive migration to be a way by 

which they can earn more income and improve their standard of living. Migrants in 

Bangkok maintain strong ties with their households and villages. In this context, 

circulation, or temporary migration, from the rural Northeast to Bangkok is quite likely 

to increase. 

Rural-urban migration needs to be looked at not in terms of the cause of urban 

problems, but rather as a result of urban growth. The impact of rural-urban migration 

needs to be further explored and must be taken into account in designing population and 

development policies. These policies should not only aim at alleviating urban problems 

but also to recognise and meet the needs of the rural populations. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I would l ike to express my sincere gratitude to my two supervisors, Professor John 

Overton, Director, Institute of Development Studies, Massey University and Dr Barbara 

Nowak, who not only consistently provided invaluable advice, encouragement and 

support but also patiently read and made editorial comments throughout the final year of 

my writing. 

Sincere appreciations are also extended to the people of the six study villages in Roi Et 

and all those whom I interviewed in Bangkok, who offered me their time and provided 

personal information. I acknowledge also with gratitude the help and co-operation given 

by a number of staff of both Hua Lumpong and Moh Chit Employment Office, during 

interviews in Bangkok. My special thanks give to all my friends, both in New Zealand 

and Thailand, for the contributions they have made in the production of this thesis. I am 

especially indebted to Pat Love, Head, English Language Centre, Massey University, 

who helped in the final editing of this thesis. 

Grateful acknowledgement is made to the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade for providing generous funding of my entire study. The Massey University 

Research Fund and Institute of Development Studies are to be thanked for providing 

partial funding of my field research in Thailand. Further gratitude is conveyed to the 

Department of Public Welfare of Thailand for granting me leave of absence to study in 

New Zealand. 

Above all ,  this thesis would not have been completed without moral support of my 

family, especially my mother and brother, who consistently encouraged me to pursue 

higher studies and provided endless support and encouragement. My husband Somchai, 

daughter Penporn and son Panithan, who not only tolerated being without me but whose 

love, affection and inspiration sustained me through the years of this study. To them all ,  

this work is dedicated. 



Abstract 

Acknowledgements 

Table of Contents 

List of Figures 

List of Tables 

Glossary 

Abbreviations 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 2: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

Macro level 

Sources of Data 

Data Collection 

Limitations of Data 

Method of Analysis 

Micro Level 

Rural Surveys 

Gaining Access 

Data Collection 

Urban Surveys 

Data Analysis 

CHAPTER 3: THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL MODEL 

ON MIGRATION 

Introduction 

Definition of Migration 

Migration Theory 

Ravenstein' s  Law of Migration 

Lee's  Theory of Migration 

ii 

IV 

V 

x 

xi 

xiii 

XIV 

1 

9 

9 

1 0  

1 0  

1 3  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 8  

20 

22 

26 

27 

27 

27 

28 

29 

30 



Human Capital Investment 

�---- ------------

The Lewis-Fei-Ranis Model of Development 

Todaro Model 

Gravity Model 

Stouffer' s  Intervening Opportunities Model 

Theoretical Issues on Migration and Development 

Zelinsky's Mobility Transition 

The Empirical Model on Internal Migration 

Distance 

Population 

Income 

Unemployment 

Urbanisation 

Education 

Migrant Stock 

Conclusion 

CHAPTER 4: MODERNISATION URBANISATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT IN THAILAND 

Introduction 

The Modem Thai Nation 

Administrative Reforms 

Modem Education 

Agriculture 

Irrigation 

Transportation 

Penetration of the Cash Economy 

Emergence of Bangkok Primacy 

Development Strategies and the Thai Economy 

Conclusion 

----------

33 

37 

38 

4 1  

4 1  

43 

47 

5 1  

55 

55 

56 

56 

56 

57 

57 

58 

60 

60 

60 

63 

65 

68 

69 

72 

73 

74 

8 1  

88 

vi 



CHAPTER 5: UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT IN THAILAND 

Introduction 

Thailand or Bangkok - NIC 

Economic Boom: Impacts on the City 

Traffic Congestion 

Air Pollution 

Water Pol lution 

Noise Pollution 

Flooding 

Hazardous Waste 

Solid Waste 

Slums and Squatter Settlements 

Northeast: A Disadvantaged Region 

Isan Identity and Regionalism 

Northeast Development 

Falling behind the Boom 

Conclusion 

-----

CHAPTER 6: NATIONAL AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

POLICIES 

Introduction 

Development Plans 

First and Second Plan ( 1 960- 1 97 1 )  

Third Plan ( 1 972- 1 976) 

Fourth Plan ( 1 977- 1 98 1 )  

Fifth Plan ( 1982- 1 986) 

Sixth Plan (1987- 1 99 1 )  

Seventh Plan ( 1 992- 1 996) 

Agricultural Policy 

Rice Policy 

Agricultural Credit 

Land Refonn 

vu 

90 

90 

90 

93 

94 

96 

97 

99 

99 

1 0 1  

1 0 1  

1 02 

1 04 

1 05 

1 07 

III 

1 13 

1 1 5 

1 1 5 

1 1 5 

1 1 6 

1 17 

1 18 

1 20 

1 2 1  

1 24 

1 26 

1 27 

1 3 1  

1 32 



-- ---- ---------------------

Industrial Policy 

Specific Area Development 

Conclusion 

CHAPTER 7: PATTERNS OF MIGRATION 

Introduction 

Lifetime Migration 

Five-year Migration 

Regional Migration 

Net Migration 

Rural-urban Migration 

Characteristics of Migrants 

Age 

Sex 

Education 

Occupation 

Reasons for Migration 

Conclusion 

CHAPTER 8: REGRESSION ANALYSIS 

Introduction 

The Model 

Dependent Variable 

Explanatory Variables 

Estimation Method 

Empirical Results 

Interprovincial Migration 

Migration within the Northeast Region 

Out-migration from the Northeast Region to Other Regions 

Migration from the Northeast to Bangkok 

In-migration to Bangkok 

Conclusion 

1 33 

1 39 

1 40 

1 43 

1 43 

1 44 

1 47 

1 49 

1 5 1  

1 53 

1 54 

1 55 

1 57 

1 58 

1 60 

1 63 

1 65 

1 67 

1 67 

1 67 

1 69 

1 69 

1 73 

1 74 

1 74 

178 

1 8 1  

1 85 

1 88 

1 90 

viii 



CHAPTER 9: DETERMINANTS AND CONSEQUENCES OF 

MIGRATION 

Introduction 

Study Villages 

Characteristics of the Villages 

Characteristics of the Households 

Characteristics of Migrants 

The Process of Migration 

Age at Migration 

Reason for Moving 

Preference for Bangkok 

Knowledge about Bangkok 

Decision Making 

Help Received in the City 

Period of Waiting for First Job 

Perceptions of City Life 

Remittances 

Use of Remittances 

Ties to One's Origin 

Impacts of Migration 

Conclusion 

CHAPTER 10: CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

Main Conclusion of Chapters 

Policy Implications 

Areas for Further Research 

Conclusion 

APPENDIX 1 

APPENDIX 2 

BffiLIOGRAPHY 

1 94 

1 94 

1 95 

1 97 

200 

202 

204 

204 

205 

208 

2 1 1 

2 1 2  

2 1 4  

2 1 5  

2 1 5  

2 1 8  

22 1 

222 

223 

226 

229 

229 

229 

236 

238 

240 

244 

255 

262 

ix 



LIST OF FIGURES 

3. 1 Origin and Destination Factors and Intervening Obstacles in Migration 3 1  

3.2 Framework for the Analysis of the Migration Decision 35 

6.1 Regional Urban Growth Centres 1 23 



LIST OF TABLES 

2.1  Rate of Out-migration from the Northeast to Bangkok 1 7  

2. 1 Rate of Out-migration from Roi Et to Bangkok 1 8  

3 .1  Broad Theoretical Perspectives on the Relationship between 

Internal Migration and Regional Development 44 

3.2 Two Sequential Spatiotemporal Processes Among 

Modernizing Population 49 

4. 1 Irrigated and Agricultural Land (million rai) in 1987 7 1  

4.2 Percentage Distribution of Population by  Status of 

Areas of Residence 78 

4.3 Summary Measures of Urbanisation 79 

4.4 Population Growth Rates of Ten Largest Municipal Areas 80 

4.5 The Role of Agriculture in GDP and Exports 84 

4.6 Per capita Income by Region and Sector 86 

4.7 Poverty Incidence 87 

4.8 Income Share of Population by Quintiles 88 

5 . 1 Per capita Gross Regional Product in Thailand 1 986-1992 

at Current Price 1 1 2  

6. 1 Description of Incentives Granted by the BOI under the 

Investment Promotion Act 1 977 1 36 

7 .1  Interprovincial Lifetime Migration (number in thousands) 1 960- 1 990 146 

7.2 Interprovincial Five-year Migration (number in thousands) 1 955- 1 990 1 48 

7.3 Interregional Five-year Migration Streams 1 955-1 990 1 50 

7.4 Regional Net Gains and Losses from Five-year Migration 1 955- 1 990 1 52 

7.5 Migration Streams of Migrants 1 54 

7 .6 Percentage Distribution of Population by Age and 

Migration Status in 1 990 1 56 

7.7 Sex Ratio of Migrants Aged Five Years and Over 1 58 

7.8 Education Attainment of Population Aged Six Years and 

Over by Migration Status 1 59 

7.9 Percentage Distribution of Education Attainment of Population 

Aged Six Years and Over 1 60 



xii 

7.1 0  Percentage Distribution of Occupation of Population 

Aged 13 Years and Over 1 62 

7 . 10 Percentage Distribution of Occupation of  Population Aged 13  Years 

and over by Place of Prersent Residence and Migration Status 1 990 1 63 

7.1 2 Percentage Distribution of Migrants by Reason for Move 1 64 

8.1 Interprovicial Migration 

Logarithmic Regression Coefficients (�) and t-Ratio 1 76 

8 .2 Migration within the Northeast Region 

Logarithmic Regression Coefficients (�) and t-Ratio 1 80 

8.3 Migration from the Northeast to Other Regions 

Logarithmic Regression Coefficients (�) and t-Ratio 1 84 

8.4 Migration from the Northeast Region to Bangkok 

Logarithmic Regression Coefficients (�) and t-Ratio 1 87 

8.5 In-migration to Bangkok 

Logarithmic Regression Coefficients (�) and t-Ratio 1 89 

9.1 Selected Characteristics of Villages 1 99 

9.2 Characteristics of Migrant and Non-migrant Households 201 

9.3 Percentage Distribution of Migrants' Characteristics 203 

9.4 Percentage Distribution of Migrants by 

Reasons for Leaving Home 206 

9.5 Percentage Distribution of Returned Migrants by 

Reasons for Leaving Home 207 

9.6 Percentage Distribution of Migrants by Reasons for 

Moving to Bangkok 209 

9.7 Percentage Distribution of Returned Migrants by 

Reasons for Moving to Bangkok 2 1 0  

9.8 Percentage Distribution of Migrant' s  Perception of Life in 

Villages Compared to Bangkok 217  

9.9 Percentage Distribution of the Use of Remittances 222 

9 .10 Percentage Distribution of the Impact of Migration 225 



amphur 

baht 

changwad 

isan 

khlong 

khon isan 

monthon 

phak isan 

phasa isan 

rai 

tambon 

GLOSSARY 

district, administrative subdivision of province 

unit of Thai currencies 

province 

northeast region of Thailand 

canal 

people of the northeast 

group of provinces 

northeast region of Thailand 

language of the northeast 

unit of land 

group of villages, administrative subdivision under district 



AIT 

ALRO 

ASEAN 

BAAC 

BMA 

BMDC 

BMR 

BMTA 

BOD 

BOI 

BOT 

EOI 

ESB 

FDI 

GDP 

GNP 

IPSR 

IBRD 

ISI 

JICA 

NEB 

NEDB 

NESDB 

NHA 

NIC 

NMS 

NSO 

OECD 

REGP 

SMSA 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Asian Institute of Technology 

Agricultural Land Reform Office 

Association of South-East Asian Nations 

Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operatives 

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration 

Bangkok Metropolitan Development Committee 

Bangkok Metropolitan Region 

Bangkok Mass Transit Authority 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand 

Board of Investment 

Bank of Thailand 

Export Oriented Industrialisation 

Eastern Sea Board 

Foreign Direct Investment 

Gross Domestic Product 

Gross National Product 

Institute for Population and Social Research 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

Import Substituted Industrialisation 

Japan International Cooperation Agency 

National Environmental Board 

National Economic Development Board 

National Economic Social Development Board 

National Housing Authority 

Newly Industrialising Country 

National Migration Survey 

National Statistical Office 

Organisation for Economic Cooperative and Development 

Rural Employment Generation Program 

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area 



TDRI 

USEPA 

WHO 

Thailand Development Research Institute 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

World Health Organization 

xv 


