
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



Massey University Library 

New Zealand & Pacific Collection 

EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT: CONTENT AND IDEOLOGY IN THE 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA FORMAL EDUCATION SYSTEM 

JEFFREY DAVID BUCHANAN 

B.A (Auckland) 

M.ED. (University of Massachusetts, Boston) 

This thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of Master 
of Philosophy (M.Phil.), Massey University 

Institute of Development Studies 
Massey University 
November 1993 



CHAPTER ONE .... ............. ..... ..................... ..... ... .......... ........................................ ...... 1 
INTRODUCTION .............................................. ....... ... ...... .............. ..... ........... ........ ... .. 1 

1.0 Introduction : Theoretical Stance .. ... ... .............. .... .. .. .. .... .. ....... ... .... .. ...... .. ...... 1 
1.2 Literature Review: The History of Post Contact Education In 
Papua New Guinea ....................................................... ................... .. .................. 7 
1.3 Contemporary PNG Government Policy and Education for 
Development: ............................. ................................. ....... ....... ... ............ .......... . 23 

CHAPTER TWO ............................. ...... .. ... ...... ............................... .............. .. .... ... ... .. . 30 
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES IN THE PAPUA NEW GUINEA GRADE 
SEVEN AND GRADE EIGHT ENGLISH CURRICULUM: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT ...................... .......... 30 

2 .0 Introduction .......... .............................. .. ...... ........... .. ................ .. .. ............... 30 
2 .1 Definition Of Terms ............. .. ......... .. ............... ... ......... ................... ............... 34 
2 .2 Objectives ...... ......................... ............. ................................ .. ........ .......... .. .... 35 
2 .3 Issues Raised ............... .............................. ........ ........... .............. ....... ..... ....... 35 
2.4 Disciplinary Areas Involved .. .. ......... .. .......... .. .. .... .. .. ...... .. .. .............. .. ... .. ........ 35 
2 .5 Research Methodology .... .............. ....... .. .. .. ...... .. ..... .. ... .. ............................... 36 
2 .6 The Content Analysis ..................................................... .... ........ .. .. .. .............. 36 
2 . 7 Content Analysis of Book One and Book Two, Create And ............ ............ . 
Communicate: Pilot Study .............. .. ............................. .. ....... ......... ................... 37 
2 .8 Application of the Content Analysis ................................................ .. ............. 39 
2 .9 Limitations ....................... ......... ........ ... .. .. .... ......... ....... ... .. ... .... .. .......... ... ....... 42 
2 .10 Teacher Questionnaire ... ... .... ............... ....................... .. ............................... 43 
2 .11 Design ................................................... .. ........................................ ......... ... 43 
2.12 Statistical Methodology .. ............................... .. ........ .. ....................... ........... 44 
2 .13 Student Questionnaire .. ... .. ............. ........... .... ... ... ....... ....... ....... ... .. ... ...... ..... 44 
2 . 14 Student Questionnaire: Statistical Methodology .. ..... .................................. 45 
2 .15 Student Oral Interview ................................................................ ................ 45 
2 .16 Student Oral Interview: Statistical Methodology .... .. .............. .. ...... .... ..... ... 46 
2 .17 Results .......................................... ... ............ .... .... .. .. ... .. ..... ............ ..... ........ 47 
2 .17.1 Content Analysis of Create And Communicate: Book One ....................... 47 
2 .17.1.1 Ranking of Sub-Categories: Book One ..................... .... .. .. ..................... 47 
2 .17.2 Content Analysis: Book Two Create And Communicate ........................... 47 
2 .18 Teacher Questionnaire: Results ............................................ .. .. ..... .. ........... 49 
2 .18.1 Part One: Teacher Questionnaire ......................... ... .. ............. ................ .. .. 49 
2 .18.2 Part Two: Teacher Questionnaire .. .. ... .. ........................................ .. .......... 51 
2 .18.3 Teacher Questionnaire: Open Ended Questions .................................... .. ... 52 
2 .19 Student Questionnaire .................... .......... ....... .......... ...... .. .... .. ..... .. ......... .... 53 
2 .20 Student Oral Interview ..... ... ....... .. ......... .. .................................. .................. 55 
2 .21 Discussion ...... ... ............... ... ...... ............... ......... .... ... .... .. ... ..... .. .......... ... ...... 62 
2 .21 .1 Content Analysis ......... ... ....... .......... .... ..... .... .......... ...... ..... .... .. ... .. ......... .... 62 
2 .22 Teacher Questionnaire .................... .......... ....... ........... ................................. 63 
2 .23 Student Questionnaire ........... ...................... · .... ........ ........... ....... ........ ... ..... .. 65 
2.24 Student Oral Interview .... .. ..................... ... .. .............................. .. ...... .. ....... . 66 
2.25 Conclusion .... ........................ ..... .... ........ .. ..................... .. ...... .. ..... .. .. .. ...... ... 70 



2.26 Recommendations ..... .... ........ .... ..... ............... ........ .......... ....... .. .. ............. .... 72 

CHAPTER THREE ... ...... .. ... ............. ... ........ ................ .. ............ .. ..... ... .. ................ ...... 75 
THE ROLE OF LITERATURE IN EDUCATION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT .......... ... ....... ... ..... .. .............. ..... ... .. .. .......... ..... .... ........ ........... ... ........ 75 

3 .0 Introduction ................. .... ....... ......... ..... ....... .......... ... .. .. .... .. .. ... ............... ..... .. 75 
3. I Literature in the High Schools .. .... ...... .............. .. ...... .. ....... ...... ....................... 7 6 
3 .2 Background to the Study: Literature and Ideology ........ ................ ... ...... ..... .. . 77 
3 .3 The Study of Third World Literature At Goroka Teachers College: 

Research and Analysis ............... ........ ............. .. .... .... ..... .............. .. .... .. .......... . 80 
3 . 3 .1 Objectives of the Research ....... ... .. ..... ........ ................ .... ....... .... .. ....... ......... 80 
3 .4 Research Methodology ... .. .. .. .. .. ..... ................ ...... ... ... ..... ... ... ....... ... ...... ...... .. . 81 
3 . 5 Research Findings ...... ................... ... ... ....... ... .. ....... .. ........ ..... ...... ... ........... ..... 83 
3 .6 Conclusion .... .. ........ .... ...... ..... .... .... .... ..... ....... ... ............. ... ..... .................... ... . 100 
3 . 7 Recommendations .. .. .. ............... .... ........................... .. .................. ... .... .. .. ....... 102 

CHAPTER FOUR. .... ..... .. ........ .. ......... ......... ....... ...... ....... ... ..... .... .. .. .... .... .... .... ............. 104 
THE RISE AND DEMISE OF THE SECONDARY SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY EXTENSION PROJECT ....... ........ .... ... .. .... .... ...... .... ... ..... ..... .. ... ....... 104 

4 . 0 Introduction ..... ..... ......... .... ....... .... .. ............. ................. .... .... ....... .. .... ....... .. ... 104 
4 .1 SSCEP: A Background Study .......... .. .... ....... .. ... ..... ..... .. ........... ...... ... .......... 105 
4 .2 The Demise ofSSCEP: Research And Analysis .. .. .............. ............................ 117 
4.2.1 Background to the Hoskins High School Study ....... .. .. .............. ... .. ...... ....... 117 
4 .2 .2 The Demise of SSCEP : Research Objectives .... .. ... ........ .. ...... .... ......... ....... .. 118 
4 .3 Research Methodology .. .. ... ... ...... .... ............. ..... ... ...... .. ..... .... ............. ........... 118 
4 .4 SSCEP : Research Findings ........ ... .. ...... .. ....... ..... ........... ... ... .. ..... ...... .............. 123 
4 .5 Student Questionnaire: Introduction ..... ...... ................. .. ...... .. ....... .... .. ..... ... .. .. 146 
4 . 6 Research Findings ..... ..... ........ ...... .. ... ........ ............ .. ..... .. ...... .... ...... .... ......... .. . 14 7 
4.7 Conclusion . ... ..................... ............. .. ... .. ... ...... ............. .... ... .......... ... ... ........... 156 
4 . 8 Recommendations .. .. .. .. ..... ...... .. ... .... ..... ...... .................... ..... .... .. .... ... .... ..... .. .. 156 

CHAPTER FIVE ...................................... .. ............................ ....... .... ........................... 164 
EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT FOR WOMEN WITHIN THE 
FORMAL EDUCATION SYSTEM: IDEALS AND DILEMMAS .. .. ..... ....... ...... ... ... 164 

5. 0 Introduction ....... ... .. ......................... .............................................. ..... .... ..... .. 164 
5.1 An historical perspective of female education and the PNG 
curriculum . .. .. ... .. .... .. ... ... ... ..... ....... .. ............ ........ ..... ......... .... ..... ........ ..... ...... ...... 165 
5.2 Change and Attitudes: Can a Curriculum Encourage Change? .... ..... ... ....... ..... 167 
5.3 The Expectations For Change ........... : ... .... ............. .. ... ....... .......... ..... ...... .. ... .. 173 
5.4 The realities of implementing and applying qualitative changes 
in the curriculum ... .... ......... ...... .... ...... ................... .. ...... .. ....... .... .... .. ........ .... ... ..... 174 
5.5 Conclusion .............. .. ...... ......... .... ............. ... .. ..... .... ... ... ........ ....... ... .......... ... .. 177 

11 



CHAPTER SIX ...... .................... .... .. ... .... .. .... ... .... ........ .. ... ........ ... ......... ...... .. ............ .... 179 
CONCLUSION .. .... ..... ....... ... .......... .. .... .... ...... .... .. ...... .... ... .. ... ...... .... ......... ......... ... ... .... 179 

6.0 Conclusions .. ... ................ .. ... ... ............. ... ...... .... ... .... .. ...... ..... ................. ....... 179 

APPENDIX ONE ....... .. ..... ..... ...... ....... ....... ...... .. .. ....... ............. .... .......... ..... .. ................ 192 

APPENDIX TWO ... .. ..... ............... .... ............................... ......... ... .... .. ................... ... ..... 203 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..................................... .. .............. ............... .. .... ..... .................. ..... ... 204 

Ill 



This thesis contains no material published elsewhere or extracted from a thesis 

presented by the candidate for another degree or diploma, except where due reference 

is made in the text of the thesis. No other person's work has been used without 

acknowledgment and no collaboration has been made with another person. This thesis 

has not been submitted for the award of any other degree or diploma in any other 

tertiary institution. 

Jeffrey David Buchanan 

IV 



Abstract 

This study :!ttempts an analysis of the links between formal education in Papua New 

Guinea (PNG) high schools with ideology and education for development. Education 

for development, or education which is considered socially relevant when studied 

against such Government documents as the Constitution, the Eight Point Plan, the 

1991 Education Sector Report and the Philosophy of Education, is the goal to which 

content in the formal education sector should aspire in order to maximise the 

development potential of Papua New Guineans. 

In Chapter Two a content analysis of two major language texts is undertaken 

to ascertain whether or not their content aids in development for education. Again, one 

of the purposes of the study was to ascertain whether or not teaching and learning time 

is maximised by the incorporation of education for development or relevance content. 

Eighty five percent of students who leave school between Grades six and ten return to 

rural areas on completion of their formal studies. One of the aims of this thesis is to 

ascertain whether or not those students return with knowledge relevant to their post 

school experience. 

In Chapter Three, the study of Literature in PNG high schools and at Goroka 

Teachers College in particular, is undertaken in order to appreciate how and if the 

study of literature incorporates the concept of education for development. 

Chapter Four focuses on an appraisal of the most innovative relevance 

education scheme undertaken in PNG since Independence. How and why this scheme, 

the Secondary School Community Extension Project (SSCEP) failed has not been the 

subject of research since its demise occurred. Research findings in this chapter aid in 

an understanding of how and why this scheme failed . 

Chapter Five attempts an analysis of how women have fared under the formal 

education system. Does the formal curricula include issues pertinent to the lives of 

women or does the education system marginalise women despite the national 

objectives that women be accorded equal status and opportunities to men? 

v 



In the Conclusion, Chapter Six, the underlying reason for the apparent failure 

or the under maximisation of education for development, is studied. That Melanesian 

culture and Western culture, so recently pushed by historical imperative into a forced 

marriage, are at the basis of an understanding of the contradictions and anomalies 

which characterise the subjects of analysis and discussion in the preceding chapters, 

serves as the central focus for an understanding of the thesis construct as a whole. 
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