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Abstract 

Augustus Hamilton (1853- 1913) was a scientist and ethnologist whose 

appointment to the position of Director of the Colonial Museum in 1903 was 

politically motivated . This thesis examines the interrelationship between the 

appropriation of taonga Maori, the concept of ownership and the assumption of 

the authority to manage Maori heritage within the colonial context. The life of 

Augustus Hamilton provides a case study to explore the themes of colonial 

appropriation and national identity. The study also provides essential background 

for a number of important contemporary issues . 

The purpose of the thesis is to connect four episodes in Hamilton's life to 

demonstrate a consistent development in his interest in the preservation of Maori 

heritage within the colonial context. The philosophical and academic movements 

in the nineteenth century which contributed to Hamilton's intellectual and 

professional development are discussed before exploring the early years of his 

career in Hawke's Bay when he established his reputation as a collector, gained 

his museum skills and built up a network of people interested in science and 

ethnology. Then the role he played in pressing for legislation to control the 

export of Maori art and its corollary the establishment of a national Maori 

museum is examined before demonstrating how his expertise and contacts enabled 

him assist the Government in the establishment of a politically motivated 

collection of Maori ethnology and the impact his philosophy has had on New 

Zealanders' perception of Maori culture until the present time. 

·: 



lll 

Finally I wish to thank my four children Justin, Kate, Alexander and Evelyn and 

my parents for their support and understanding over the years while I have 

endeavoured to complete this thesis. 



iii 

Finally I wish to thank my four children Justin, Kate , Alexander and Evelyn and 

my parents for their support and understanding over the years while I have 

endeavoured to complete this thesis . 





iv 

Table of Contents 

2. Introduction 1 

2. Chapter One: 

Intellectual Context 6 

3. Chapter Two: 

Hamilton until 1900 40 

4. Chapter Three: 

The Maori Antiquities Act and the National Maori Museum 86 

5. Chapter Four: 

The Years in Wellington as Director of the Dominion Museum 124 

6. Conclusion 159 

7. Bibliography 168 



v 

List of Illustrations 

1. Five Maori carvings, jour standing upright, one lying on its side. [Augustus 

Hamilton, Honorary Curator of the Hawke's Bay Philosophical Institute's 

Museum, outside the Athenaeum building (c . 1889) with what is thought to be 

carvings from the house Te Kani a Takirau.] Photographer: Samuel Carnell 

1832-1920. S.Carnell Collection, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 

Zealand . Reference No. G 19380-111. . ..... ... ... . ...... ... ... . ............ .. .. ...... .. .i 

2. Petane School, Hawke 's Bay, [Augustus Hamilton in doorway] . Collection of 

Hawke's Bay Cultural Trust - Hawke's Bay Museum, Napier, New Zealand. 

Reference No. 2366 ... . .... .. ........... ... ......... ........ ... . ................ . ....... . .. 40 

3. Poutokomanawa in front of Heretaunga, a carved house at Taradale. 1889. 

Photographer: William Williams 1859-1948. E.R. Williams Bequest. Alexan<!er 

Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. Reference No. G.-25857-

1/1 ....... . ... . .......... . .... ....... . ..... . ................................ . ... . ................ 74 

4. Maori artefacts from the Augustus Hamilton Collection, Hawke's Bay 

Philosophical Society, Napier. Alexander Turnbull Library. Reference 

No.G-257951/1 ....... . ....................................................................... 74 

5. Items from Augustus Hamilton Collection, Hawke's Bay Philosophical Society, 

Napier. Photographer: William Williams 1895-1948. E.R. Williams Bequest. 

Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington. Reference No. G. 25852-

1/1 ......... ..... .. .. .. ................................ . .......... ............. . .. ............... 74 



vi 

6. Maori artefacts from the Augustus Hamilton Collection, Hawke's Bay 

Philosophical Society. Photographer: William Williams 1859-1948. Alexander 

Turnbull Library Wellington. Reference No. G-25855-

1/1 .... ................ .. ... .. ....... . ........ .............. ..... ........................... ..... 74 

7. Maori artefacts from the Augustus Hamilton Collection, Hawke's Bay 

Philosophical Society, Napier. Photographer : William Williams 1859-1948. 

E.R. Williams Bequest, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Reference No . G-25854 -1/1 ............. ... .. .... .. .... . ................... . . ..... ...... . 74 

8. The Augustus Hamilton Collection, Hawke 's Bay Philosophical Society, 

Napier. 1886-1889. Photographer: William Williams 1859-1948. E.R. Williams 

Bequest, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. Reference No . 

G-25617-

1/1 .. . .... .. .......... .. . .... . .. .. ................. ............ . . .... ....... ....... ......... ..... 74 

9. The Dominion Museum, Wellington. 1904. Photographer: Augustus Hamilton 

1854-1913. Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, Neg. No . 

C.001054 . .. .. . .. ......... . ..... . .. ... .. ..... . ............................................... 132 

10. Interior of the Colonial Museum. c.1900. Photographer: unknown. Museum 

of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg. No. B 

011506 ....................... .... .. .......................................................... 132 

11. Old Dominion Museum - interior view of the Main Hall, 1903-1913. 

Photographer: Augustus Hamilton 1854-1913. Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 

Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg. No. C.001050 .................................. .... 132 



vii 

12. Old Dominion Museum - interior view of the Main Hall, 1903-1913. 

Photographer: Augustus Hamilton 1854-1913. Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 

Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg. No. C.001048 ... .. ...... . ...... ........... ... ...... 132 

13. Old Dominion Museum - interior view of the Main Hall, (with bust of Isaac 

Featherston) , 1903-1913 . Photographer: Augustus Hamilton 1854-1913 . 

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg.No. C.00104 

........ . .... .. . .. . .... .. .. . .. .. .. . .. ..... . . .. ... .. .. . ........ ... ......... .. . ........ ........ : .. 132 

14. Collection of Carvings Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, 

(MoNZTPT) Neg.No. B.021215 ....... . .. ...... ........... . : .. ... .. ....... .. .. .... . ... 132 

15. Group of Arawa and Whanganui Maoris at the Christchurch Exhibition, 1906-

1907. Original Photographer: James MacDonald Museum of New Zealand Te 

Papa Tongarewa, Wellingron. Neg. No. B.28228 .. ... ..... .. ....... .. .... ... ..... 140 

16. Group Portrait at the Christchurch Exhibition, 1906. Photographer: James 

MacDonald, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg . 

No. C.001958 . .. ..... .. .. . ... .. .... .................... . .................... ... .. . ..... . . . 140 

17. Neke, his wife andfriends, c.1910. Photographer/artist: unknown. Museum 

of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington. Neg. No. B. 

013225 ...... . . ... ...... ....... ... .......... . , ................ .... ............................ 142 


