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Abstract

Augustus Hamilton (1853 - 1913) was a scientist and ethnologist whose
appointment to the position of Director of the Colonial Museum in 1903 was
politically motivated. This thesis examines the interrelationship between the
appropriation of taonga Maori, the concept of ownership and the assumption of
the authority to manage Maori heritage within the colonial context. The life of
Augustus Hamilton provides a case study to explore the themes of colonial
appropriation and national identity. The study also provides essential background

for a number of important contemporary issues.

The purpose of the thesis is to connect four episodes in Hamilton’s life to
demonstrate a consistent development in his interest in the preservation of Maori
heritage within the colonial context. The philosophical and academic movements
in the nineteenth century which contributed to Hamilton’s intellectual and
professional development are discussed before exploring the early years of his
career in Hawke’s Bay when he established his reputation as a collector, gained
his museum skills and built up a network of people interested in science and
ethnology. Then the role he played in pressing for legislation to control the
export of Maori art and its corollary the establishment of a national Maori
museum is examined before demonstrating how his expertise and contacts enabled
him assist the Government in the establishment of a politically motivated
collection of Maori ethnology and the impact his philosophy has had on New

Zealanders’ perception of Maori culture until the present time.
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