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FOR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED RESEARCH/TEACHING/EVALUATION 

INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS 

 

SECTION A  
1 Project Title   

 

 
Projected start 
date for data 
collection 

1/1/2016 
 

Projected end date 
1/6/2017 

(In no case will approval be given if recruitment and/or data collection has already begun). 

2 Applicant Details  (Select the appropriate box and complete details) 

ACADEMIC STAFF APPLICATION (excluding staff who are also students) 

Full Name of Staff 
Applicant/s  

School/Department/Institute  

Campus (mark one only) Albany  Palmerston North  Wellington  

Telephone  Email 
Address  

 



STUDENT APPLICATION 

Full Name of Student 
Applicant Shadi Esnaashari 

Employer (if applicable)  

Telephone 0226719896 Email 
Address 

S.esnaashari@massey.ac.nz 

Postal Address Building 106, Oteha Rohe Campus, Massey University 

Full Name of Supervisor(s) 

 

Dr. Anuradha Mathrani (main supervisor), Prof. Paul Watters 

(Co-supervisor)

 

School/Department/Institute School of Engineering and Advanced Technology 

Campus (mark one only) Albany X Palmerston North  Wellington  

Telephone  Email 
Address  

 
 

GENERAL STAFF APPLICATION 

Full Name of 
Applicant 

 

Section  

Campus (mark one only) Albany  Palmerston North  Wellington  

Telephone  Email 
Address 

 

Full Name of Line Manager  

Section  

Telephone  Email 
Address  

 

3 Type of Project  (provide detail as appropriate) 

 



Staff 
Research/Evaluation: 

 Student Research:  If other, please 
specify: 

Academic Staff  Specify Qualification PhD in 
Information 
Technology 

 

General Staff  Specify Credit Value of 
Research 

360  

Evaluation    (e.g. 30, 60, 90, 120, 240, 
360) 

  

 

4 Summary of Project 

Please outline in no more than 200 words in lay language why you have chosen this project, 
what you intend to do and the methods you will use. 

(Note:  All the information provided in the application is potentially available if a request is 
made under the Official Information Act.  In the event that a request is made, the University, in 
the first instance, would endeavour to satisfy that request by providing this summary.  Please 
ensure that the language used is comprehensible to all.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 List the Attachments to your Application, e.g. Completed “Screening Questionnaire to 
Determine the Approval Procedure” (compulsory), Information Sheet/s (indicate how many), 
Translated copies of Information Sheet/s, Consent Form/s (indicate of how many), Translated 
copies of Consent Form/s, Transcriber Confidentiality Agreement, Confidentiality Agreement 
(for persons other than the researcher / participants who have access to project data), 
Authority for Release of Tape Transcripts, Advertisement, Health Checklist, Questionnaire, 
Interview Schedule, Evidence of Consultation, Letter requesting access to an institution, Letter 
requesting approval for use of database, Other (please specify). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applications that are incomplete or lacking the appropriate signatures 
will not be processed.  This will mean delays for the project. 

Please refer to the Human Ethics website (  ) 
for details of where to submit your application and the number of copies 
required. 
 
  



SECTION B: PROJECT INFORMATION  

General 
6 I/We wish the protocol to be heard in a closed meeting (Part II). Ye

s 
 No X 

 (If yes, state the reason in a covering letter.) 

7 Does this project have any links to previously submitted MUHEC or 
HDEC application(s)? 

Ye
s 

  No X 

    

 If yes, list the MUHEC or HDEC application  number/s (if assigned) and relationship/s. 

 

  

8 Is approval from other Ethics Committees being sought for the project? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, list the other Ethics Committees. 

 

.  

 
9 For staff research, is the applicant the only researcher? Ye

s 
X No  

 If no, list the names and addresses of all members of the research team. 

  

Project Details 



10 State concisely the aims of the project. 

 

  

11 Give a brief background to the project to place it in perspective and to allow the project’s 
significance to be assessed.  (No more than 200 words in lay language) 



 

 



12  Outline the research procedures to be used, including approach/procedures for collecting 
data.  Use a flow chart if necessary. 

For data collection, I will send emails to lecturers and ask for their 
participation in this study. I will send an information sheet 
(Appendix A and G) to the lecturer explaining the aim of this 
project. If the lecturer agrees to participate in my study, Then I will 
give the consent form to the teacher to sign (Appendix E). They 
will be asked to upload the information sheet for the students 
(Appendix B) on the course website. 

  

I will next visit their class and distribute the information sheet 
(Appendix B) to students informing them about this study. All 
students will be invited to participate. Further, all students will be 
assured that their data will be anonymized and this study will look 
at overall student performances. Written consent will be obtained 
from students who agree to participate (Appendix C). Students 
who do not sign the consent form will be eliminated from this 
study. 

  

Next, at the end of the teaching semester, I would like to interview 
two students from each class and the lecturer of the class to 
understand their experiences using the tool. Therefore, I will go to 
the class again and request for their participation of students. 
Another consent form (Appendix D) will be given to students to 
sign if they agree to participate. Finally, I will conduct a 15 minute 
interview the first two students (who have signed the consent 
form) to gain some understanding on how they perceive use of 
real-time audience interaction tools in classrooms. Interviews will 
be held at Massey campus at a time suitable to the student. No 
questions of a personal nature will be asked. 

The lecturer will be interviewed separately at their preferred 
time(30minutes). Lecturers too will be asked how they considered 
use of the Xorro-Q tool helped in their teaching with the tool. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 For experiments 1 and 2, the tool will be used in half of the course 
(6 weeks) and not be used in the other half (6 weeks). Only in this 
way can meaningful comparisons be made in regard to the tool. The 
ultimate outcome of this practice to empower learners who are at 
risk. To do this I want to examine the efficacy of the tool on the 
learners. The best way to do this is to try the tool on the same 
students in the class. In this way the students are the control group 
for themselves. In half of the course the tool will be used with the 
students and in half of the course the tool will not be used with the 
same students. The effect of using the tool and not using it will be 
clarified by the assessment at the end of each half. 

  

After finishing experiment 1 and experiment 2, we can apply 
learning analytics across their course outcomes to find the best 
time for using the tool. 

  

Only in the 3rd experiment, the control group is an external group of 
students which will help in making generalizations about the effect 
of the tool. In experiment 3, I am going to examine the effects of 
using the tool in the full length of the semester. In this way the tool 
will not be used in 2016 for a specific course, but will be introduced 
in 2017 for the same course topic and the same teacher. Therefore, 
2016 students would be the control group for this study. The 
outcome comparison of these two groups will clarify the effect of 
using the tool. 

However, if the lecturer leaves the university or does not take the 
course in 2017, having more data across different universities and 
different topics will help to triangulate my data and reduce the 
impact of variations my results. Also analytical methods will be 
applied with consideration to change in the variable.  

  

For all my experiments, there are no fixed sessions specified on 
student attendance. As and when students attend the class, they 
will use the tool in the class and data will be collected through 
Xorro-Q tool. There is no need to take student attendance, as 
student responses will automatically be collected through the tool 
thereby giving an indication about their attendance. 

 



It is hoped that by collecting data from Xorro-Q and combine it with 
the data from stream, we could achieve a better prediction 
compare to the studies conducted in the literature.  

  

I will interview only two students in each class (for experiment 1, 
experiment 2,  and experiment 3 (only experimental group)). Each 
one will be interviewed only once. I will not ask students about their 
final grades, only about their perception on using the tool in the 
class. 

  

In the interviews, no information other than their course outcomes 
will be obtained from the control group. 

 

 

  

These experiments will also be run at the University of Auckland, 
Auckland University of Technology, and Unitec after the 
experiments have been run and analysed at Massey University. 
Again, human ethics approval will be obtained from these 
universities with the help of academics there. As and when ethics 
approval will be obtained from these institutions, I will make 
MUHEC aware of these approvals, before I conduct the study there. 

 
 

13 Where will the project be conducted?   Include information about the physical location/setting.  

 Massey University, Albany 

14 If the study is based overseas: 

i) Specify which countries are involved; 

ii) Outline how overseas country requirements (if any) have been complied with; 

iii) Have the University’s Policy & Procedures for Course Related Student Travel 
Overseas been met? 
(Note: Overseas travel undertaken by students – refer to item 5.10 in the document “Additional 
Information” on the MUHEC website.) 

 No. 

15 Describe the experience of the researcher and/or supervisor to undertake this type of project? 



 

 
 

16 Describe the process that has been used to discuss and analyse the ethical issues present in 
this project. 





Participants 
17 Describe the intended participants. 

 Students and staff members from Massey University will be the participants for this study. 

18 How many participants will be involved? 



 

 

 What is the reason for selecting this number? 

 (Where relevant, attach a copy of the Statistical Justification to the application form) 

 



19 Describe how potential participants will be identified and recruited? 

 

 

  

20 Does the project involve recruitment through advertising? Ye
s 

 No X 

 (If yes, attach a copy of the advertisement to the application form) 

21 Does the project require permission of an organisation (e.g. an 
educational institution, an academic unit of Massey University or a 
business) to access participants or information? 

Ye
s 

X No  

    

 If yes: i)  list the organisation(s)  

 ii)  attach a copy of the draft request letter(s) to the application form, e.g. letter to 
Board of Trustees, PVC, HoD/I/S, CEO etc (include this in your list of attachments (Q5).  

(Note that some educational institutions may require the researcher to submit a Police 
Security Clearance.) 

 

22 Who will make the initial approach to potential participants? 



 

 

23 Describe criteria (if used) to select participants from the pool of potential participants. 

  

 

24 How much time will participants have to give to the project? 

Data Collection 
25 Does the project include the use of participant questionnaire/s? Ye

s 
X No  

 (If yes, attach a copy of the Questionnaire/s to the application form and include this in your list 
of attachments (Q5)) 

 If yes: i) indicate whether the participants will be anonymous (i.e. 
their identity unknown to the researcher). 

Ye
s 

X No  

  

 ii) describe how the questionnaire will be distributed and collected. 



 (If distributing electronically through Massey IT, attach a copy of the draft request letter to the 
Associate Director Service Delivery, Information Technology Services to the application form.  
Include this in your list of attachments (Q5) – refer to the policy on “Research Use of IT 
Infrastructure”).   

(Note: All requests for IT related aspects of ethics committee approvals can be directed 
through the IT service desk in the first instance – the request will be registered and on a 
response timeline, with the Associate Director dealing with the request). 

  

(Appendix H is the student questionnaire )The questionnaire will be distributed through the 
Xorro-Q tool that the teacher has been used it during the class. The students will answer the 
questions and it will be saved on Amazon servers in Australia.  

 

26 Does the project involve observation of participants?  If yes, please 
describe. 

Ye
s 

 No X 

  

27 Does the project include the use of focus group/s? Ye
s 

 No X 

 (If yes, attach a copy of the Confidentiality Agreement for the focus group to the application 
form) 

 If yes, describe the location of the focus group and time length, including whether it will be in 
work time.  (If the latter, ensure the researcher asks permission for this from the employer). 

  

28 Does the project include the use of participant interview/s? Ye
s 

X No  

 (If yes, attach a copy of the Interview Questions/Schedule to the application form) 

 If yes, describe the location of the interview and time length, including whether it will be in 
work time.  (If the latter, ensure the researcher asks permission for this from the employer) 

 

29 Does the project involve sound recording? Ye
s 

X No  

30 Does the project involve image recording, e.g. photo or video? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, please describe.  (If agreement for recording is optional for participation, ensure there 
is explicit consent on the Consent Form) 

31 If recording is used, will the record be transcribed? Ye
s 

X No  

 If yes, state who will do the transcribing. 



 (If not the researcher, a Transcriber’s Confidentiality Agreement is required – attach a copy 
to the application form. Normally, transcripts of interviews should be provided to participants 
for editing, therefore an Authority For the Release of Tape Transcripts is required – attach a 
copy to the application form.   However, if the researcher considers that the right of the 
participant to edit is inappropriate, a justification should be provided below.) 

The main researcher (Shadi Esnaashari) will do transcribing. Transcribed notes will be kept 
in a locked drawer in Massey University. 

32 Does the project involve any other method of data collection not covered 
in  
Qs 25-31? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, describe the method used. 

33 Does the project require permission to access databases? Ye
s 

X No  

 (If yes, attach a copy of the draft request letter/s to the application form.  Include this in your 
list of attachments (Q5).  Note:  If you wish to access the Massey University student database, 
written permission from Director, National Student Relations should be attached.) 

 

 
 

34 Who will carry out the data collection? 

 The researcher will collect the data. Actually the quantitative data will be gathered through 
Xorro-Q, Stream, and quantitative data will be gathered through interviews which will be 
conducted by the researcher. 

 



SECTION C:  BENEFITS / RISK OF HARM (Refer Code Section 3, Para 
10) 
35 What are the possible benefits (if any) of the project to individual participants, groups, 

communities and institutions? 

 

  

36 What discomfort (physical, psychological, social), incapacity or other risk of harm are 
individual participants likely to experience as a result of participation?  

 

 

37 Describe the strategies you will use to deal with any of the situations identified in Q36. 



 

 
38 What is the risk of harm (if any) of the project to the researcher? 

 

 None 

39 Describe the strategies you will use to deal with any of the situations identified in Q38. 

 N/A 

40 What discomfort (physical, psychological, social) incapacity or other risk of harm are 
groups/communities and institutions likely to experience as a result of this research? 

 None 

41 Describe the strategies you will use to deal with any of the situations identified in Q40. 

 N/A 

42 Is ethnicity data being collected as part of the project? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, please describe how the data will be used. 

 (Note that harm can be done through an analysis based on insufficient sample or sub-set 
numbers).  

  

43 If participants are children/students in a pre-school/school/tertiary setting, describe the 
arrangements you will make for children/students who are present but not taking part in the 
research. 

 N/A  

(Note that no child/student should be disadvantaged through the research)  

 

 

 



SECTION D: INFORMED & VOLUNTARY CONSENT (Refer Code Section 
3, Para 11) 
44 By whom and how, will information about the research be given to potential participants? 

 

 

45 Will consent to participate be given in writing? Ye
s 

X No  

 (Attach copies of Consent Form/s to the application form) 

 If no, justify the use of oral consent. 

 

46 Will participants include persons under the age of 16? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes: i) indicate the age group and competency for giving consent. 

  ii) indicate if the researcher will be obtaining the consent of 
parent(s)/caregiver(s). 

Ye
s 

 No X 

  

 (Note that parental/caregiver consent for school-based research may be required by the 
school even when children are competent.  Ensure Information Sheets and Consent Forms are 
in a style and language appropriate for the age group.)  

47 Will participants include persons whose capacity to give informed 
consent may be compromised? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, describe the consent process you will use. 
  

48 Will the participants be proficient in English? Ye
s 

X No  

 If no, all documentation for participants (Information Sheets/Consent Forms/Questionnaire 
etc) must be translated into the participants’ first-language. 



 (Attach copies of the translated Information Sheet/Consent Form etc to the application form) 

 



SECTION E: PRIVACY/CONFIDENTIALITY ISSUES (Refer Code Section 
3, Para 12) 
49 Will any information be obtained from any source other than the 

participant? 
Ye
s 

X No  

 If yes, describe how and from whom. 

 

50 Will any information that identifies participants be given to any person 
outside the research team? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, indicate why and how. 

  

51 Will the participants be anonymous (i.e. their identity unknown to the 
researcher?) 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If no, explain how confidentiality of the participants’ identities will be maintained in the 
treatment and use of the data. 

 

  
52 Will an institution (e.g. school) to which participants belong be named or 

be able to be identified? 
Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, explain how you have made the institution aware of this? 

  



53 Outline how and where:  

i)  the data will be stored, and 

The data will be stored on the server and papers from the information sheet and consent forms 
will be saved in a locked place. 

 (Pay particular attention to identifiable data, e.g. tapes, videos and images) 

 ii)  Consent Forms will be stored. 

In a lock drawer in Massey University. 

 (Note that Consent Forms should be stored separately from data) 

 

54 i) Who will have access to the data/Consent Forms? 

 The researcher and her supervisors have access to the data. 

 ii) How will the data/Consent Forms be protected from unauthorised access? 

 We will lock them in a safe place in Massey University, Albany. 

55 How long will the data from the study be kept, who will be responsible for its safe keeping and 
eventual disposal?  (Note that health information relating to an identifiable individual must be 
retained for at least 10 years, or in the case of a child, 10 years from the age of 16). 

 

The data from this study will be disposed 3 years after finishing the PhD to allow the researcher 
to publish papers using the data collected. 

 (For student research the Massey University HOD Institute/School/Section / Supervisor / or 
nominee should be responsible for the eventual disposal of data.  Note that although 
destruction is the most common form of disposal, at times, transfer of data to an official 
archive may be appropriate.  Refer to the Code, Section 4, Para 24.) 

  

 

SECTION F:  DECEPTION (Refer Code Section 3, Para 13) 
56 Is deception involved at any stage of the project? Ye

s 
 No X 

 If yes, justify its use and describe the debriefing procedures. 

  

 



SECTION G: CONFLICT OF ROLE/INTEREST (Refer Code Section 3, Para 14) 

57 Is the project to be funded or supported in any way, e.g. supply of 
products for testing?  

Ye
s 

X No  

    

 If yes: i) state the source of funding or support: 

Massey Academic Unit 

Massey University (e.g. MURF, SIF) 

External Organisation (provide name and detail of funding/support) 

 ii) does the source of the funding present any conflict of interest with regard to the 
research topic? 

 No 

 iii) identify any potential conflict of interest due to the source of funding and explain how 
this will be managed? 

 N/A 

58 Does the researcher/s have a financial interest in the outcome of the 
project? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, explain how the conflict of interest situation will be dealt with. 

  

59 Describe any professional or other relationship between the researcher and the participants? 
(e.g. employer, employee, work colleague, lecturer/student, practitioner/patient, 
researcher/family member).  Indicate how any resulting conflict of role will be dealt with. 

 

No professional or other relationships with participant. 

  

 

SECTION H:  COMPENSATION TO PARTICIPANTS (Refer Code Section 4, Para 23) 

60 Will any payments, koha or other form of compensation or 
acknowledgement be given to participants? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, describe what, how and why. 

 (Note that compensation (if provided) should be given to all participants and not constitute an 
inducement.  Details of any compensation provided must be included in the Information 
Sheet.) 

  

 



SECTION I: TREATY OF WAITANGI (Refer Code Section 2) 
61 Are Maori the primary focus of the project? Ye

s 
 No X 

 If yes: Answer Q62 – 65 

 If no, outline: i) what Maori involvement there may be, and 

  

 ii) how this will be managed. 

 

 
62 Is the researcher competent in te reo Maori and tikanga Maori? Ye

s 
 No X 

 If no, outline the processes in place for the provision of cultural advice. 

 

. 

 

63 Identify the group/s with whom consultation has taken place or is planned and describe the 
consultation process. 

 (Where consultation has already taken place, attach a copy of the supporting documentation 
to the application form, e.g. a letter from an iwi authority) 

 N/A 

64 Describe any ongoing involvement of the group/s consulted in the project. 

 N/A 

65 Describe how information resulting from the project will be shared with the group/s consulted? 

 The aim would be to publish papers in high ranked conferences and journal papers to inform 
other researchers about the results of increasing interaction between students and lecturers. 
Also about the effect of using different pedagogies in the student learning process. The effect 
of increasing engagement and choice of pedagogy in the course outcome of the students will 
also be displayed through dashboards once appropriate learning algorithm and data mining 
strategies are applied. 

 



SECTION J:  CULTURAL ISSUES (Refer Code Section 3, Para 15) 

66 What ethnic or social group/s (other than Maori) does the project involve? 

 

 

67 Are there any aspects of the project that might raise specific cultural 
issues? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, explain.   Otherwise, proceed to Section K. 

  

68 Does the researcher speak the language of the target population? Ye
s 

X No  

 If no, specify how communication with participants will be managed. 

 . 

69 Describe the cultural competence of the researcher for carrying out the project. 

 (Note that where the researcher is not a member of the cultural group being researched, a 
cultural advisor may be necessary) 

  

70 Identify the group/s with whom consultation has taken place or is planned. 

 (Where consultation has already taken place, attach copy of the supporting documentation to 
the application form) 

  

71 Describe any ongoing involvement of the group/s consulted in the project. 

 . 

72 Describe how information resulting from the project will be shared with the group/s consulted. 

  

73 If the research is to be conducted overseas, describe the arrangements you will make for local 
participants to express concerns regarding the research. 

 . 

 



SECTION K: SHARING RESEARCH FINDINGS (Refer Code Section 4, 
Para 26) 
74 Describe how information resulting from the project will be shared with participants and 

disseminated in other forums, e.g. peer review, publications, and conferences. 

 (Note that receipt of a summary is one of the participant rights) 



SECTION L: INVASIVE PROCEDURES/PHYSIOLOGICAL TESTS (Refer 
Code Section 4, Para 21) 
75 Does the project involve the collection of tissue, blood, other body fluids; 

physiological tests or the use of hazardous substances, procedures or 
equipment?   

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, are the procedures to be used governed by Standard Operating Procedure(s)?  If so, 
please name the SOP(s).  If not, identify the procedure(s) and describe how you will minimise 
the risks associated with the procedure(s)? 

  

76 Does the project involve the use of radiation (x-ray, CT scan or bone 
densitometry (DEXA))?  

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 If yes, has the Massey Licensee been contacted and consulted?  Ye
s 

 No  

 (A copy of the supporting documentation must be provided with the ethics application, i.e. 
relevant SOP, participant dose assessment calculation sheet and approval of the dose 
assessment from the relevant authority).  NOTE: See “Additional Information for Researchers” 
(Item 4.2) document for further detail. 

 (If yes to Q75 and/or Q76, complete Section L; otherwise proceed to Section M) 

77 Describe the material to be taken and the method used to obtain it.   Include information about 
the training of those taking the samples and the safety of all persons involved.   If blood is 
taken, specify the volume and number of collections. 

 N/A 

78 Will the material be stored? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, describe how, where and for how long. 

  

79 Describe how the material will be disposed of (either after the research is completed or at the 
end of the storage period). 

 (Note that the wishes of relevant cultural groups must be taken into account) 

 N/A 

80 Will material collected for another purpose (e.g. diagnostic use) be 
used? 

Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, did the donors give permission for use of their samples in this 
project?  (Attach evidence of this to the application form).  

Ye
s 

 No  

    

 If no, describe how consent will be obtained.  Where the samples have been anonymised and 
consent cannot be obtained, provide justification for the use of these samples. 

  

81 Will any samples be imported into New Zealand? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, provide evidence of permission of the donors for their material to be used in this 
research. 

  



82 Will any samples go out of New Zealand? Ye
s 

 No X 

 If yes, state where. 

 (Note this information must be included in the Information Sheet) 

  

83 Describe any physiological tests/procedures that will be used. 

 N/A 

84 Will participants be given a health-screening test prior to participation?   
(If yes, attach a copy of the health checklist) 

 

Ye
s 

 No X 

    

 

 

Reminder:  Attach the completed Screening Questionnaire and other 
attachments listed in Q5   



SECTION M:  DECLARATION  (Complete appropriate box) 

ACADEMIC STAFF RESEARCH 

Declaration for Academic Staff Applicant 
I have read the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants.  
I understand my obligations and the rights of the participants.  I agree to undertake the research as set out in 
the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants.   My Head 
of Department/School/Institute knows that I am undertaking this research.   The information contained in this 
application is to the very best of my knowledge accurate and not misleading. 

Staff Applicant’s Signature  Date:  

 

STUDENT RESEARCH 

Declaration for Student Applicant 

I have read the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants 
and discussed the ethical analysis with my Supervisor.  I understand my obligations and the rights of the 
participants.  I agree to undertake the research as set out in the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching 
and Evaluations involving Human Participants. 

The information contained in this application is to the very best of my knowledge accurate and not misleading. 

Student Applicant’s Signature  Date:  

Declaration for Supervisor 

I have assisted the student in the ethical analysis of this project.   As supervisor of this research I will ensure 
that the research is carried out according to the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and 
Evaluations involving Human Participants. 

Supervisor’s Signature  Date:  

Print Name   

 

GENERAL STAFF RESEARCH/EVALUATIONS 

Declaration for General Staff Applicant 

I have read the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants 
and discussed the ethical analysis with my Line Manager.  I understand my obligations and the rights of the 
participants.  I agree to undertake the research as set out in the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching 
and Evaluations involving Human Participants.  The information contained in this application is to the very best 
of my knowledge accurate and not misleading. 

General Staff Applicant’s 
Signature 

 Date:  

Declaration for Line Manager 
I declare that to the best of my knowledge, this application complies with the Code of Ethical Conduct for 
Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants and that I have approved its content and 
agreed that it can be submitted. 

Line Manager’s Signature  Date:  

Print Name   

 

TEACHING PROGRAMME 

Declaration for Paper Controller 

I have read the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants.  
I understand my obligations and the rights of the participants.  I agree to undertake the teaching programme 
as set out in the Code of Ethical Conduct for Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants.   



My Head of Department/School/Institute knows that I am undertaking this teaching programme.  The 
information contained in this application is to the very best of my knowledge accurate and not misleading. 

Paper Controller’s Signature  Date:  

Declaration for Head of Department/School/Institute 
I declare that to the best of my knowledge, this application complies with the Code of Ethical Conduct for 
Research, Teaching and Evaluations involving Human Participants and that I have approved its content and 
agreed that it can be submitted. 

Head of Dept/School/Inst 
Signature 

 Date:  

Print Name   

 



 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 



 

 

Bridging Learning Analytics with Xorro-Q tool: An Institutional 

Dashboard Strategy 

Information sheet for students (experiment1, experiment 2, experiment 3 for 
experimental group not for control group)(Appendix B) 

 

Researcher: Shadi Esnaashari  

Researcher Introduction 

Project Description and Invitation 



Data Management 

All the data regarding your participation rate will be gathered through Xorro-Q and 
stored securely in Amazon cloud servers. In my reports on this research, I will use 
pseudonyms to keep your identities and responses confidential. Any audio 
recordings made will be destroyed after the research is completed. Written 
materials such as field notes and transcripts will be kept in locked cabinets during 
conduct of the study and will be destroyed three years after the completion of the 
research. Any publication from this study will ensure that anonymity and 
confidentiality of participants are maintained. 

We will use your data regarding your attendance, and scores to understand the 
relationship between student engagement in the class and course outcome. After 
the data are analysed a summary of the findings will be emailed to you. There would 
not be any conflicts of interest or risks arising from participation in this study. We 
will anonymize the data and use pseudonym in order to preserve your identity. 

 

If you decide to participate in the interview, the recording will be kept at Massey 
University lock draws. You can ask to delete whatever section of your recording or 
you can decline to answer any question you dislike. 

 

Participation in this study is voluntary. To participate, you must have an internet 
enabled device like mobile phone, computer, iPad etc. If you do not agree to 
participate, you can contact me to remove your data from this study before the end 
of data collection for any reason. Any publication from this study will ensure that 
anonymity and confidentiality of all participants are maintained. 

 

You can choose to withdraw from the study anytime  up to two weeks after the end 
of the data collection.  If you do not agree to take part in my study, you do not need 
to sign the consent form.  Even if you choose to use the tool you are not required to 
participate in the study. You can inform me and I will delete your data from my 
research study. 

 

I would also like to interview some students to discuss their expectations and how 
satisfied they are with the tools used in the classroom. I may contact you for the 
interview through email. The interview is voluntary, and you are in no way obliged 
to give an interview; however, I can assure you that no questions of a personal 
nature will be asked. For the interview, the first two students who respond to our 
request will be interviewed.  You are free to refuse if you do not wish to be 
interviewed. The interview will ask about your views in regard to using audience 
interaction tools (Xorro-Q) in classroom teaching and will take approximately 15 
minutes. The interview will take place in the university premises anywhere that is 



more comfortable to you. The interview time would be anytime between 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm again at your convenience. If you are stressed about any question, you can 
refuse to answer it. In case of any stress/ discomfort please let me know and I will 
stop the interview. Also please be aware that Massey University Counselling Centre 
(Level 2, Student Central, Albany) has counselling services available for all 
students. 

 

 

Participant’s Rights  

 

If you decide to participate, you have the right to: 

decline to answer any questions,  

withdraw from the study until two weeks after the end of data collection, 

ask any questions related to the study,  

be given access to the findings of the research when it comes to concluding. 

If you are also willing to participate in the interview, you have the right to ask that 
the recorder be turned off or ask to delete some part of the interview. In the 
anonymous survey questionnaire you have the right to not answer any particular 
questions. 

 

Researcher’s Name: Shadi Esnaashari   (PhD student)                              Date:  

Researcher’s Email: S.Esnaashari@massey.ac.nz         

 

Supervisors: 

Dr Anuradha Mathrani, Senior Lecturer, School of Engineering & Advanced 
Technology, Email:  A.S.Mathrani@massey.ac.nz  

 

Prof Paul Watters, Professor in Information Technology, School of Engineering & 
Advanced Technology, Email:  P.A.Watters@massey.ac.nz  

 

Committee Approval Statement 

This project has been reviewed and approved by the Massey University Human 
Ethics Committee: Northern, Application __/__ (insert application number).  If you 



have any concerns about the conduct of this research, please contact Dr Andrew 
Chrystall, Chair, Massey University Human Ethics Committee: Northern, telephone 
09 414 0800 x 43317, email humanethicsnorth@massey.ac.nz. 

 

Bridging Learning Analytics with Xorro-Q tool: An Institutional 

Dashboard Strategy 

Information sheet for staff members (experiment1 and experiment2) (Appendix A) 

Researcher: Shadi Esnaashari  

Researcher Introduction 

 



Project Description and Invitation 

In my research, I am exploring the interaction between teachers and students 
through an audience participation tool (i.e. Xorro-Q) in order to identify how we can 
increase the engagement of students in the class through this tool and see whether 
or not increasing the student engagement relates to the students’ course outcome. 
It is hoped that by conducting this research we can design a new dashboard for 
Xorro-Q which could help both students and teachers in the process of learning. I 
would like to invite you to participate in this research study. In order to participate 
in this study you need to use Xorro-Q in your classes. You also need to teach the 
whole length of the class. This tool will collect the information regarding student 
participation in the activities in the class whenever you ask question(s). If you agree 
to participate in this study, then I will ask you to upload the information sheet on the 
course website. I will come to visit the class and distribute the information sheet to 
students and tell them about the tool that the lecturer is going to use in the class. I 
will also tell them that all their data will be anonymised and this study will look at 
overall student performances. For further information, I will distribute the 
information sheets in the class. I will give the student the consent form so that 
students can sign it if they are willing to participate in the study. Next, at the end of 
the semester I need to interview only two students and you as a lecturer of the class. 
However, only those students who have an internet enabled devices can participate 
in this study. I will ask about overall experience in using the tool. Therefore, I will 
come to the class again and ask for participation of students and if they agree to 
participate, I will give them a consent form to sign. Then, I will conduct a 15 minute 
interview with the students and 30 minutes interview with you to gain some 
understanding on how students felt with the use of real-time audience interaction 
tools in classrooms. 

I will use the data gathered through Xorro-Q and Stream. This data are about 
students’ participation in the class, attendance, their scores, assignments, and the 
data from survey questionnaire that students are going to participate at the end of 
their class for the purposes of this study. Xorro-Q is safe to use. The data are stored 
safely in the Xorro-Q data base which is in cloud in Amazon servers in Australia. 
Massey University has already purchased Xorro-Q for the classes in the university. 
We also use pseudonyms when we are using the students’ data. Thus, 
confidentiality, privacy, and identity of the students will be maintained. At the end 



of the course I will request you for the final score for students who have given their 
consent. I will prepare the list of students who gave their consents but I also request 
you to provide new codes for students to maintain anonymity of students. I also 
request you to give students an assignment based on the subject thought at the end 
of each 6 weeks of your teaching. This will not be marked and included in the final 
grades, rather will help me to understand how the student has progressed. 

Data Management 

All the data regarding your students’ participation rate will be gathered through 
Xorro-Q and stored securely in Amazon cloud servers. In my reports on this 
research, I will use pseudonyms to keep students’ identities and responses 
confidential. Audio recordings will be destroyed after the research is finished. 
Written materials such as field notes and transcripts will be kept in locked cabinets 
during conduct of the study and will be destroyed three years after the completion 
of the research. Any publication from this study will ensure that anonymity and 
confidentiality of participants are maintained. 

We will use the data regarding your students’ attendance, and scores to understand 
the relationship between student engagement in the class and course outcome. 
After the data are analysed a summary of the findings will be emailed to you and 
your students who have participated in this study. There would not be any conflicts 
of interest or risks arising from participation in this study. We will anonymize the 
data and use pseudonym in order to preserve your identity. 

 

If you decide to participate in the interview, the recording will be kept at Massey 
University lock drawers. You can ask to delete any section of your recording or you 
can decline to answer any question(s) you dislike. 

 

Participation in this study is voluntary. Students must have an internet enabled 
device in order to participate in this study like mobile phone, computer, tablet, etc. 
Any publication from this study will ensure that anonymity and confidentiality of 
participants are maintained. 

 

I would also like to interview you to discuss students’ expectations and how 
satisfied they are with the current tools I used in the classroom. I will contact you 
for the interview through email, but you are free to refuse if you do not wish to be 
interviewed. The interview will take approximately 30 minutes. The interview will 
take place in the university premises anywhere that is more comfortable to you. The 
interview time would be anytime between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm again at your 
convenience. 



Participant’s Rights  

 

If you decide to participate, you have the right to: 

decline to answer any questions,  

withdraw from the study until two weeks after the start of data collection, 

ask any questions related to the study,  

access to the findings of the research when it comes to concluding. 

If you are also willing to participate in the interview, you have the right to ask that 
the recorder be turned off or ask to delete some part of the interview. In the 
anonymous survey questionnaire you have the right to not answer any particular 
questions. 

 

Researcher’s Name: Shadi Esnaashari   (PhD student)                              Date: 22nd 
August 2015 

Researcher’s Email: S.Esnaashari@massey.ac.nz         

 

Supervisors: 

Dr Anuradha Mathrani, Senior Lecturer, School of Engineering & Advanced 
Technology, Email:  A.S.Mathrani@massey.ac.nz  

 

Prof Paul Watters, Professor in Information Technology, School of Engineering & 
Advanced Technology, Email:  P.A.Watters@massey.ac.nz  

 

Committee Approval Statement 

This project has been reviewed and approved by the Massey University Human 
Ethics Committee: Northern, Application __/__ (insert application number).  If you 
have any concerns about the conduct of this research, please contact Dr Andrew 



Chrystall, Chair, Massey University Human Ethics Committee: Northern, telephone 
09 414 0800 x 43317, email humanethicsnorth@massey.ac.nz. 

 




